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National Leader in Merit Marks,
Past District Commander, Russ Niebel, SN
Berea

Mansfield

Mid-Ohio Valley

North Coast Ohio

Russ Niebel became a boater in the early 50s. He and a group of friends
and fellow boaters were active promoters of Mansfield Power Squadron
which dates from 1952. Russ went on to serve in many Squadron offices
including Squadron and District Commander. For years he attended
Squadron Conferences and Governing Boards wherever they were scheduled and is currently an Emeritus Member of the USPS Governing Board.
He represented USPS when Portugal originally gave the Prince Henry the
Navigator Award to each District in USPS. Russ remains a tireless advocate
of boating education and has taught all the courses that the Squadron
offers. Celestial Navigation is his love and he has trained over 100 Navigators from the Mansfield area. For his teaching efforts, he was awarded the
National Award for Teaching Excellence, the Chapman Award, in 1989.
His boating experience is significant. He owned Lymans and Chris-Crafts,
sailing from a boat house in Sandusky. He has been in all the Great Lakes and has cruised the North Channel at least
19 different years. He has crewed and navigated on various sailboat races on the Great Lakes, crewed and captained
on deliveries and cruises in the Bahamas and Caribbean, and chartered and crewed in the BVI. For those of you who
are familiar with the situation, Russ went off the top deck of the "Willy T" at the age of 80!
Join us at our Spring Conference in recognizing our USPS National Leader with 65 Merit Marks!

Ethanol Misfueling Danger Laid Bare: Gas Pump Photos
Pittsburgh

(Editor’s note-We received permission from D Scott Croft of BoatUS to reprint this article.)

SPRINGFIELD, Va., Dec. 5, 2018 -- President Trump has officially moved to allow
E15 (15 percent ethanol) gasoline sales year-round – a fuel prohibited for use in
recreational boats and a decision that recreational boating groups say will
needlessly put 142 million American boaters at risk. Protecting Boaters at the
Gas Pump is a new website with a series of photos of gas station pumps in Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin that clearly shows the challenges boaters face with
poor ethanol warning labels at the pump, resulting in a greater risk of misfueling.

Stark County

Ten Mile

Vermilion

Can you find the E15 warning label? This
pump is located near Cedar Lake, Indiana.
(credit: National Marine Manufacturers
Association)

The effort is from the National Marine Manufacturers Association’s (NMMA),
which was recently shared in “Boating United” campaign that urges recreational boat owners to tweet their members of Congress to stop the expansion of
the government-mandated fuel. Boat Owners Association of The United States
(BoatUS) supports the effort and is urging recreational boaters to share the
website with friends.
(continued on page 4, see Ethanol)
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District 7 Bridge

District Commander
James Holcepl, SN

Commander
D/C James R. Holcepl, SN
18979 Story Rd
Rocky River OH 44116-4252
Cell 440-281-4999
holcepl.jim1@gmail.com

This will be my last article as District Commander. It was an honor to be able to serve as your District Commander. I enjoyed
working with so many wonderful members of District 7. The dedication and spirit of those who have given the district and their
squadrons their time and talents made the time spent on the
Bridge a real pleasure. Thank you!

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr
Seven Hills OH 44131-29196
Cell 216-970-3508
barb6195@cox.net

The boat shows were hampered by the weather, and attendance
was down in Cleveland and Pittsburgh due to the winter storms.
I was informed that the Pittsburgh show was not as good as ones
in the past, and they could not obtain the Boating Skills Virtual
Trainer for the show. However, the Cleveland show was much
bigger than in the past and seemed to be better managed this
year. The boating simulator was again a popular attraction. I
felt that we had a nice location and the show overall was better
laid out, with a strong showing of boat dealers. My special
thanks to everyone who organized the set up and take down of
the booths and to all who volunteered during the shows. While
working the Cleveland booth, Julie and I both sensed a renewed
interest in our “Club” and we had many people come by and discuss with us our course offerings, the Jump Start program, and
what we are all about….”For Boaters, By Boaters”™! Let’s make
sure we pursue the leads generated by these shows and get
some new members out of it.

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107
Cell 216-905-7234
jmason1626@cox.net
Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St, NW
Massillon OH 44646-1407
Home 330-832-9625
lyndaleque@sssnet.com

I wrote this article prior to the USPS Annual Meeting in Orlando.
Julie and I look forward to spending some time in Florida before
and after the meeting with a cruise in between. It should be a
great meeting and we will be sharing a hospitality suite with District 10, thanks to the gracious offer from V/C Ben Coons and V/C
Craig Fraser.

Secretary
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com

Unfortunately, the District lost two of our squadrons this past
year. Kanawha River and Cleveland squadrons voted to dissolve
and transfer their members to either other squadrons or the
cyber squadron. My heartfelt thanks to Cdr Maureen Burdette
of Kanawha and P/C Michael Thal of Cleveland, for all of their
assistance during this process. The National Board has accepted
their dissolution.

Treasurer
D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN
3320 Hillcrest Dr
Norton OH 44203-5101
Home 330-825-3659
lmihalca@neo.rr.com

Change is sometimes a very difficult thing to embrace. We are
creatures of habit and everyone has a comfort zone. The purpose of this organization has not changed, nor should it. However the way we do our business, hold our meetings, and deliver
our message and educational offerings must continue to evolve
in order for us to continue as a viable organization that will
attract new members to carry on the mission of America’s
Boating Club.

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
www.usps.org
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Mark your calendar

As difficult as it may be, squadrons really need to honestly look
at how healthy they are as far as membership and members
willing to give of their time, i.e. serving on the Bridge or committee. Many of our squadrons were formed during a fantastic
growth in membership. However, today we not seeing the
same growth and, unfortunately, the squadrons are getting
smaller, or at best, maintaining with a few losses and a few gains
every year. The larger the squadron, the more there are members willing to step up into needed roles. This allows more educational offerings and social activities, which in turn attracts new
members. As tough as it may be for smaller squadrons, the
best course of action, if volunteers are far and few between and
membership does not seem to be growing or no longer want to
be engaged, is to consider consolidating and joining forces with
another squadron. It is not an easy decision for members to
make, but at the same time, if those members will not step up
to make the squadron function, what is the alternative? We are
“recycling” too many positions and that is not an indicator of
growth. I hope that the new district and squadron bridges and
every member will challenge the status quo and have the courage and wisdom to make the adjustments needed for us to be
attractive to potential members, while offering the value those
members expect from today’s organizations. We have a lot to
offer as a premier boating club to thousands of boating enthusiasts. Let’s continue to evolve to reach today’s boater.

United States Power Squadron's
Fall Governing Board
8-15 September 2019
Louisville, KY
Chief’s Rep for Spring Conference
P/V/C Robert Brandenstein, SN
Bob has a long history with America’s Boating Club. He began by taking the 12 hour safe boating class at
the recommendation of his brother
Bill in the mid 1960s. He joined
USPS at that time. He worked his
way through all of the courses and
taught and took several at the same
time. Bob has served twice as Commander of Pittsburgh Power Squadron, as D7 Commander and 4 years
as the National Educational Officer
prior to V/C Craig Fraser, SN.

"To reach a port we must set sail Sail, not tie at anchor
Sail, not drift."
― Franklin D. Roosevelt

As NEO, Bob promised to meet the boater wherever he or she
is—thus beginning a push for increased online presentation of
material. He continues to work to further this mission. While
on the National Bridge, Bob was encouraged by P/C/C Luis
Ojeda, SN to join the USCGA. He did that and is currently working to help update their course materials.

Along with our new marketing campaign as America’s Boating
Club, other initiatives are starting to show some positive results
as more squadrons adapt and support them. The Jump Start
program has been effectively developed for our district by our
DEO Jim Mason. While it takes coordination to make it work,
the program does provide a great resource for actual boaters
who need the expertise of our membership. We have many
members who no longer own a boat, but possess a wealth of
experience and knowledge that would be appreciated by a new
boater. North Coast Ohio has had success with the program so
far and I am pleased to see our largest squadron, Akron, will be
promoting this program this coming boating season. Please contact Jim and get involved. My personal experience as an instructor this past summer was fun and I found it rewarding to do.

Bob began his boating career on a 21 Chris-Craft; he was bitten
by the sail bug on a bareboat charter in the British Virgin Islands
and has been sailing since then. Bob and Jane have a 35’ C & C ,
Green Flash in Ashtabula, Ohio. They race and cruise Lake Erie
from Ashtabula. Bob is very pleased to be the National Representative and install our soon-to-be Commander Barbara Spraggins, SN.
If you have seen the Green Flash-or have not, talk with Bob
about why that is the name of his boat. Many of you know Bob
as a boater; he is also a proficient jazz saxophone player, yoga
instructor and avid walker (previous marathon runner). Take a
minute to chat with him on any topic and pose your USPS questions to him while at Conference.

"Twenty years from now, you will be more disappointed by the
things you didn't do than those you did. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from safe harbor. Catch the wind in your sails.
Explore. Dream. Discover."
― Mark Twain
I am proud to be a member of “America’s Boating Club”.

Please submit the names of your squadron delegates to Secretary Jan Vitucci-Ehrman at jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
You will receive an email reminder before the Conference
www.usps.org
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(Ethanol, continued from page1)

Executive Officer “The ethanol industry doesn’t want you to see these photos of
Barbara Spraggins, SN gas pumps,” said BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs David
Kennedy. “The confusion presented to consumers at the pump
today is real. Putting the wrong fuel in your boat will likely void
your engine’s warranty. We applaud NMMA for clearly showing
the misfueling problem.”

Greetings from your Executive Department
The Cooperative Charting Program of the United States Power
Squadrons is conducted in close cooperation with United States
Army Corps of Engineers, the United States Coast Guard
and NOAA's National Geodetic Survey Division (NGSD). The
Program continues to be a major public service of USPS. As in
the past, members supply important information to the above
agencies so updates can be made to nautical charts and the National Survey Marker databases.
The Aid-To-Navigation and Bridge Inspection programs support
the USACE and Coast Guard in assuring waterways are properly
marked and maintained. We have been complimented by government leadership that the Cooperative Charting Program is
recognized as the most effective user-participation program in
all of the Federal Services. Learn more about how you can participate in this program by attending Stf/C Tom Hancock’s
presentation at conference.

E15 is currently banned for sale in many states by the Environmental Protection Agency during summer months over concerns
that it contributes to smog on hot days. The push for more ethanol into the nation’s fuel supply is a result of the Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS). When it was passed in 2005, RFS assumed that
America’s use of gasoline would continue to grow. Since then,
however, gasoline usage has not increased as forecast, which
today forces more ethanol into each gallon of gas.
BoatUS has long had concerns over potential consumer misfueling with E15. Most recreational boaters refuel their vessels at
roadside gas stations where pump-labeling requirements are
minimal with just a small E15 orange warning label. The advocacy, services and safety group for recreational boaters is a member of Smarter Fuel Future, a coalition that aims to reform the
RFS.
———————————————-

The worst snow of 2019 decided to make its appearance the Respectfully submitted by P/C Michael Thal, P, formerly of
weekend of the Mid-America Boat Show held January 17-21 IX Cleveland Power Squadron.
Center. A big THANK YOU to Boat Show Chairmen P/R/C Dave
Memories from Fall Conference 2018
Rickard, AP, Cdr Elliott Manke, JN and Stf/C Eileen Rickard, SN
and all D7 members who braved the winter weather to support
D7 at the Boat Show and work their respective shifts.
Boat Show-East Chairman, P/D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN, didn’t
have any better weather for The 2019 Boat Show in Monroeville. Fortunately, Jane did have better weather for the Three
Rivers Boat Show at the David Lawrence Convention Center.
Thank you Jane for all of your hard work.
As all of you know being an officer of an organization takes the
work of many people a BIG THANK YOU goes to all of the D/7
members who worked with me this past year.

Boat Show East
Boat Show West

Cooperative Charting
Homeland Security
Legislative (OH)
Legisative (PA)
Legislative (WV)
Public Relations
Radio Technical
Vessel Safety Check

Left to right: P/R/Cs Jan, AP, and Dan Stein, SN (recently departed)
and Cdr Brian Redmond, AP of Berea Sail and Power Squadron.

Jane Brandenstein
Dave Rickard, AP
Eileen Rickard, SN
Elliott Manke, JN
Joanne Hancock, SN
Tom Hancock, P
Mike Bobincheck
Sam Insalaco, SN
Robert McDonnell, AP
Robert Fish, SN
Dave Rickard, AP
Ken Leque, SN
Garry Schroeder, SN

Chief’s Rep V/C Ben Coons, JN, and P/D/C Marie Coons, AP
www.usps.org
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one of the larger hurdles against Co-Op Charting: Having access
*Call to the Conference Meeting* to a boat. If there is a way prepare in advance the list of Co-Op
Charting items for the known Jump Start Class location easily,
we may have a winning combination. The key is to find out how
Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire
obtrusive performing the Co-Op requirements during the Jump
Start Class will be.
Date: 6 April 2019
For NCO, this idea has a better than average chance of succeedD7 Spring Conference Meeting 1400-1530
ing, since last year all but two of the 20 Jump Start Classes had
two instructors. This spare instructor might be able to complete
District Commander, Jim Holcepl, SN, encourages all members the Co-Op Charting requirements while the Lead Instructor conof the Conference to be present at this meeting. In accordance
ducts the class.
with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7 Council
(defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairs, immediate P/D/C and each squadron Commander) and Squadron Edu- New, On-Line ED80 Forms
cational Officers, the Past District Commanders of this district, As noted at the Fall SEO Meeting, the new, on line, ED80 for
and the delegates appointed by each squadron commander.
your Educational Department was available. The squadrons
were able to complete the ED80 Forms on line, with little to no
D7 Committee Reports for the seat packet are due 15 March to issues.
the District Secretary and appropriate Bridge Officer. Please
discuss any new business with the District Commander before New “Boat Handling Course” debuted last Septemthe meeting in order to expedite business. Any motion should
ber in a Pilot Program
be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available at the
It
will eventually replace the “Seamanship 2016” Course. I enmeeting or from the Secretary prior to the meeting.
courage all SEOs to contact National and be part of this Pilot
Program. The students will get the same credit as if they took
Seamanship. National would like to hear the feedback from the
instructors.

Educational Officer
James Mason, SN Boat Handling will debut as a single course, comprised of six two
-hour sessions:
 Rules of the Road – A Practical Approach
 Confidence in Docking and Undocking – Slow-Speed Maneuvering
 Boating with Confidence – Handling Your Boat Underway
 Anchoring with Assurance – Don’t Get Carried Away
 Emergencies on Board – Preparation for Handling Common
Problems
 Knots and Line Handling – The Knots You Need to Know

Jump Start Program Notes
New year and a new start for our Jump Start Program. Our National Education Department was busy over the fall season developing a new database for the Jump Start Classes. It is located
in the HQ800 Database and both the SEOs and Cdrs will have
access to data entry. After testing the HQ800 Database, I also
revised our Questionnaire and created spots on the form for the
data being requested by this new database.
Over the winter, NCO signed up 3 more boaters for Jump Start
this spring--the latest one received a leaflet from the IX Boat
Show last month. As expected, the leaflets that were handed
out at the Cleveland Boat Show will generate a lot more interest
this spring for Jump Start.
We will discuss this program again in greater depth at the Spring
Conference where I will be asking the SEOs for the names of
their Jump Start Chairperson. I have a feeling that we need to
be prepared for an overwhelming response from boaters this
year and I would like to start a “Jump Start Class Request” sharing program between squadrons. There were times last year, as
Chairman of the NCO Jump Start Program, I had to do a lot of
scrambling around for instructors. I am hoping that if the local
squadrons can share data and instructors, we will be able to
more effectively run the program.

Final Notes:
List of Certified Instructors that have been approved to teach
ABC Courses will be available at the Saturday Morning SEO
Meeting.
Hope to see all of the D7 SEOs at the Saturday morning SEO
meeting. I have a lot of information to pass on. Look forward to
seeing everyone.

Summer Rendezvous
3 August 2019

Co-Op Charting

GOODTIME I
Ship boards at 0900
See flyer for more info

This year I am going to test the ability to complete Co-Op Charting requirements, during a Jump Start Class. I have been working with Tom and Joanne Hancock to understand the Co-Op
Charting Program. The Jump Start Class technically eliminates
www.usps.org
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USPS Membership Advantages

Administrative Officer
Lynda Leque, SN

As a member in USPS, you can take advantage of many discounts for products and services that have been negotiated by
the staff at the National level. Many of these discounts can
save you money throughout the year for traveling, insurance,
personal service items and educational products. At last count,
there were over 36 different companies offering benefits or
discounts of some magnitude. The best way to take advantage
of these benefits is to log on to the USPS website with your
membership number and review each benefit listed. If you click
on the button indicating “more information”, you will find more
details about the benefit and details on how to access the benefit. You can also talk to your fellow Power Squadron members
to see what benefits they have taken advantage of it in the
past.

Greetings to members and friends of D7! It has been my extreme pleasure to serve as Administrative Officer for the past
Bridge year! I have many to thank for their time and dedication
to the Administrative Department. Special thanks to my aide,
P/Stf/C Ken Leque, SN and the following chairs:

Boating Activities
P/C Dylan Serrage, SN
D7 Cruise
D/Lt/C Jim Mason, SN
Conference Co-chairs and their team:
Stf/C Liz Glassell, AP and
P/R/C Wayne Spraggins, SN
Member Benefits
P/C Larry Spraggins, AP
Membership
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN
Operations Training
P/C Susan Harris, S
Sea Scout Liaison
P/R/C Sam Insalaco, SN
There are many advantages to be a member of USPS besides
I’d also like to thank P/D/Cs Jane Brandenstein, SN & Eileen Rickthe educational and friendship activities through our squadard, SN for their welcomed advice & support!
rons. The national office secures discounts and programs that
As we look ahead to the next Bridge year, take a moment to are available to our membership that are not open to the genreflect on the state of your squadron. How “healthy” is your eral public. I encourage you to look at all of the benefits availasquadron? What can your squadron do to improve their health? ble on the USPS website. www.usps.org
What can the D7 Bridge and National do to assist you in the
coming years? After browsing through the following help list- Respectfully submitted,
(see box below) set goals, revamp, and let the D7 Bridge know P/C Larry A. Spraggins, AP
how we can assist you in meeting those goals.
D/7 Membership Benefits Chair
Looking forward to seeing each and every one of you at our upcoming Spring Conference & Change of Watch! Make plans to
meet new & old friends. Register NOW for our D7 “Run for the
Roses” Conference, 5-7 April.

A HELP LIST FOR SQUADRONS AT RISK
1.

Complete the Self Evaluation Form to identify problems (forms available on the National website/Squadron
Development Committee).

2. Communicate with Squadron Development Committee, District Membership Chair & D/C.
3. Develop a three-year plan to include but not limited to:
• Membership Growth is Top Priority
• Use National Membership Committee’s Current Recruitment Techniques
• Increase the number of Public Boating Courses
• Aggressive Publicity of Public Courses
Revamp meeting location, style, and format (i.e. programs)
• Identify and Use the Best Instructors
• Review the Number and Type of Squadron Meetings
• Review the Number of Committee Chairs Needed
• Number of Bridge Positions, (i.e. combine Sec/Treas, XO/AO, etc.)
• Revise Job Descriptions
• Frequency of Member Courses
 Review and Update Community Service Projects
4.
•
•
•


Obtain Assistance from nearby Squadrons and/or District who:
Open their Advanced and Elective Courses to other Squadron Members
Provide Mentoring to squadrons at risk
Assign Aides to address important issues
Loan a Leader or Instructors

5. Recruit or Appoint New Squadron Leadership, Bridge, Executive Committee and Committees.
6. Understand the minimal USPS Requirements to be a Squadron and Request Your District to accept these minimal requirements from your squadron.
www.usps.org

7

www.d7usps.org

United States Power Squadrons®

District 7 — NEWS

D7 Rendezvous - August 3, 2019
Join your friends and fellow boaters on Saturday, August 3, 2019 at our annual D7 Rendezvous
aboard the Goodtime I, cruising from downtown Sandusky to Kelleys and Put-In-Bay Islands.
The ship boards at 1391 Shoreline Drive beginning at 9:00am. The ship leaves the dock at
9:30am. The ship will head to Kelleys Island and dock in the downtown area. You will have
one and a half hour to rent a golf cart for sightseeing, shopping, heading to the Kelleys Island
Winery or West Bay or enjoy one of the many establishments in downtown. The ship leaves
at noon for Put-In-Bay Island where it will dock downtown, just east of the city docks.
We will have 3 ½ hours on Put-In-Bay to enjoy all the activities on the island. You will have
plenty of time to rent a golf cart and tour the island or enjoy one of the many eating and
drinking establishments or any of the many activities on the island. The ship will depart PutIn-Bay Island about 4:30pm to disembark in Sandusky, at approximately 6:30pm.
While on the cruise ship, you can enjoy the view from the upper deck or enjoy adult refreshments on the lower deck. Once the ship docks back in Sandusky, we will gather at the
Sandusky Yacht Club Patio for a picnic dinner. The cruise will run rain or shine, so please
wear appropriate clothing.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
To make your reservations, please complete this form and mail to: Tom Hancock,
426 Emerson Ave NW, North Canton, OH 44720-2308 with your check payable to: D/7-USPS.
Your boarding passes will be available at the dock when you arrive.
Name(s)

__________________________________________________________________

Phone#

_______________________

Email ____________________________________

Squadron ______________________________
Cruise & Dinner - $45.00/person

_______________

Cruise Only - $25.00/person

_______________

12 and under - $20.00/person

_______________

Total $_______________

Reservations must be in by July 25, 2019. Any questions, please call Tom at 330-499-3660.
www.usps.org
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Secretary
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P

Treasurer
Liana Mihalca, SN

As we all get used to receiving this D7 News electronically—this At year end District 7 is solvent with a treasury balance of
is a quick reminder that any writing you see in COLOR is a hyper- $23,775.78, a decrease of $1,992.85 from the same time last
link which, when clicked on, will take you elsewhere.
year.
Funny how time passes and we don’t realize it until a milestone
occurs. Doesn’t seem it’s been a whole year ago that I signed a
paper stating I’d be the Secretary for
District 7. Yet, here we are approaching our Change of Watch and I’m so
thankful for the help that I have received within the Secretary’s department. Here’s a grateful SHOUT OUT to:
 Lt/C Gilbert Lorenzo, AP for his
wonderful photographs
 P/D/Lt/C Irene Rodriguez, SN for
completing our District Roster and maintaining our website
 P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN, for her on the spot
“suggestions” and proofreading abilities for this D7 News
publication
 D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN for her assistance when I sent frantic emails and texts for information
 Lt/C Lynn Brockman, P for volunteering to be a judge for the
D7 Outstanding Publication Award

2018 marked the ninth consecutive year with declining dues
receipts for D7. For the calendar year dues receipts were
$4,530.00, a decrease of 10.5% from 2017 and a 49.4% decrease
since 2009. This is the result of declining membership and the
increased number of “Life” members. A special thanks to our
“Life” members for their donations totaling $785.00 in 2018.
The State of Ohio USPS license plate program is generating some
extra cash. For 2018 D7 received $184.20 from the program. By
the time you read this newsletter the disbursement of $30.69
will have been sent to the Ohio squadrons.

Of course many others have helped in various ways, but as editor, I know there is not enough space in this issue for me to list
everyone. Just know that you are all very much appreciated.

District 7 Presents

Run for the Roses

A Derby Party Weekend
Conference Speakers and Topics are:
Cooperative Charting:
Clean Boater
Presenter: Stf/C Tom Hancock, P
The Cooperative Charting Com- Presenter: Sarah Orlando
mittee maintains a Geodetic Program where members help to verify
the accuracy of reference points
established on the surface of the
earth by local, state, and national
agencies. Maintenance and preservation of these marks is of utmost
importance to users of the net and
to NGSD. Recognizing that many
valuable geodetic marks are destroyed by construction, new roads,
erosion, or for other causes, our job
is to locate each of these marks and report their condition together with any change in the directions needed to locate them.
www.usps.org

9

Sarah Orlando is Ohio Clean
Marina Program Manager
and the Ohio Sea Grant Extension Educator she will be
presenting a program about
the idea of a “Clean Boater”.
She will discuss the “Clean
Boater” pledge program and
ways the Ohio Clean Marina
Program and USPS could
strengthen our partnership
together.
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You are a safe, skillful boater. You keep your vessel and its sup-

AMERICA’S BOATING ROUND port equipment in tip-top operating condition. You take all the
TABLE DISCUSSION

P/V/C Bob Branden- required precautions against
fire or explosion during and
after refueling. Despite all this,
you and your guests may not
P/V/C Bob Brandenstein, SN will realize there may be another
field questions about what is going threat as you settle into anothon at the national level. This is a er fun day on your boat while
good time to ask Bob any of those tied up in your transient or
questions that have been bothering home slip. The threat is electric
shock drowning. While your
you since our last conference.
boat is in the slip you may decide to jump off the swim
platform to check out a prop
that vibrated during the cruise,
or recover a precious smart phone, sunglasses or tool. Any of
those decisions could be a deadly mistake.
Presenter:
stein, SN

Electric Shock Drowning:
Presenter: P/R/C Wayne Spraggins, SN

www.usps.org
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District 7 Presents

Run for the Roses

A Derby Party Weekend
April 5-7 2019 Holiday Inn Cleveland South, Independence OH
Your D/7Conference Committee is pleased to invite you to our Spring Conference/
Change of Watch weekend at the newly renovated Holiday Inn. Be ready to see a
brand new look to the exterior, interior, sleeping rooms, meeting rooms and ballrooms.
Sleeping room rates are $97 plus tax…only $2 higher than at the Fall Conference. Two
renovated Hospitality Suites will be available as gathering rooms all weekend to all our
members and guests.
It is our pleasure to welcome home Chief’s Rep and D/7 Member P/V/C Bob Brandenstein, SN and his wife P/D/C Jane, SN.
Our Run for the Roses theme celebrates the beginning of boating season. The Friday
evening ICE BREAKER will be a fun Derby Party with food stations featuring Derby
Food, appetizers, entrees, and desserts—all for the price of $20 per person.
Cash bars will feature special Derby drinks.
Bet on your favorite horses.
Wear your favorite Derby hats, for the Derby Hat Contest.
Have your photo taken with our Derby Stars.
Meet up with new and old friends in our gathering rooms.
Enjoy Derby games and much, much more.
Saturday brings officers meetings and presentations by Guest Speakers and
D/7members. We will enjoy lunch in the Impulse Bar where The Chief’s Message will
take place.
A spectacular Derby Dinner of either Steak or Salmon with Derby Trimmings will be
served at Churchill Downs followed by Change of Watch Ceremonies and Awards.
And yes, we will host another awesome D/7 RAFFLE & ask that you and your squadron
donate a gift of your choice!
We hope you join us for our Derby Party
and to celebrate our District Change of Watch.

If you have any questions, contact Liz Glassell at lglassell@yahoo.com or Wayne Spraggins at wgsboat@cox.net
Stf Liz Glassell, AP

www.usps.org
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