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We hope you enjoy the pictures from prior conferences 

   Berea 

  Mid-Ohio Valley 

   Vermilion 

   Ten Mile 

   Pittsburgh 

   Stark County 

   Akron 

   Mansfield 

   North Coast Ohio 

   

http://www.bereapowersquadron.org/
http://www.usps.org/vermilion/
https://www.usps.org/index.php/sss-home
https://starkcountyps.org/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/
http://www.usps.org/mansfield/
https://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
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District Commander 

Lynda Leque, SN 

I wish to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to 
the members of District 7  for allowing me the honor of 
serving as District Commander for the 2020-2021 Bridge 
Year.  A special thank you to the D7 bridge members who 
have worked behind the scenes to assure that D7 continues 
to “sail on”.  Thank you to the committee chairs who readi-
ly volunteered to serve in a variety of capacities.  Thank you 
to our D7 squadron commanders, who have met the chal-
lenges head on and continued to lead their squadrons. 
 
To say that the 2020-
2021 D7 bridge year 
has been challenging 
and unique is an un-
derstatement!  The 
Covid-19 pandemic, 
which had shut 
down most of our 
country, has had a 
significant impact on 
USPS, our district 
and our squadrons.  
This year could be looked upon as an “easy ride” (no 
events, in-person meetings and conferences), but the 
stress of not knowing if and when we can safely gather 
again and how to continue our mission has been undenia-
ble!  We have been compelled to learn new ways to com-
municate, hold meetings, conduct classes and “socialize”.  I 
have been immensely impressed with how willing everyone 
has been to “shift gears” and “go with the flow”.   
 
The 2021 Spring Conference is rapidly approaching, 9-10 
April.  We will once again be online.  No registration and no 
fees!  So, plan to join D7 members on Friday evening at 
1900 (7 pm) for a virtual cocktail party (BYOB) and D7 Trivia 
game!  This will be an opportunity to have some fun and 
visit with D7 friends.  Saturday morning will begin with 
officer meetings and general sessions.  The Conference 
Meeting and Change of Watch will begin at 1400 (2:00 pm).  
More information and links will be available soon.  Please 
plan to attend online! 
 
Moving forward, it is vitally important for us to continue to 
work together to stay safe on the water and on land.  Be 
mindful of current protocols regarding the pandemic as you 
schedule meetings and summer rendezvous.  Again, thank 
you for the privilege to serve as D/C and I congratulate and 
wish D/Lt/C Larry Spraggins and the 2021-2022 Bridge a 
“shipshape” and successful year! 

mailto:lyndaleque@sss.net
mailto:biglar43@aol.com
mailto:wgsboat@cox.net
mailto:rlhall1@roadrunner.com
mailto:jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
mailto:lmihalca@neo.rr.com
mailto:jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
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Greetings from the Executive Officer of D7.  I am honored 
to have served in this position for the last 12 months and 
look forward to serving as the D7 Commander in April.    
Since I have been on the D7 bridge, I have had the pleas-
ure of working with two highly experienced and com-
mitted Commanders, P/D/C Barbara A. Spraggins, SN and 
Commander Lynda C. Leque, SN.  I have learned so much 
information from both about the inner workings of the 
National and District Power Squadrons and I am grateful 
for all the time they spent with me answering questions.  
 

I look forward to working with all the D7 members over 
the next twelve months, so together we can enhance 
boating safety and have fun with our boating friends.   
Boating is such a privilege which many people do not get 
to experience; and to have the variety of waterways in our 
geographic area is second to none.  Boating on Lake Erie, 
cruising to the islands, enjoying the inland lakes and the 
connecting rivers gives all of us a chance to experience the 
joys of boating in many different ways.  
 

On behalf of the 2021 D7 Spring Conference Chairs, I 
would personally like to invite all of you to attend the 
Spring Conference which will be held virtually, via Zoom. 
On Friday, April 9th at 7:00 pm join us for a fun evening of 
games, socialization and whatever beverages you would 
like to drink and then on Saturday, April 10, at 2:00 pm 
where will be holding the business part of the meeting, 
the installation of the new bridge and presentation of 
awards earned by our members and the squadrons.      
 

During the Saturday Change of Watch, we will have a Key-
note address from Lt. Col. J. Michael Howard (Ret.) of the 
US Air Force who will speak about “Using Celestial Naviga-
tion in Boating and Airplanes”.  Lt. Col. Howard grew up in 
the District 7 area and was commissioned through ROTC at 
University of Akron before embarking on a 20-year career 
as a test pilot who is qualified to fly over 30 different 
planes.  During his service in the Air Force, Lt. Col. Howard 
earned three master’s degrees in:  Aeronautical Science, 
Electrical Engineering and Flight Test Engineering.  I know 
you all will enjoy hearing Mike’s talk on how they use Ce-
lestial Navigation while piloting.    
 

Even though many activities have been suspended due to 
the pandemic, it is important that we continue to connect 
with our members.  I am asking all the squadron com-
manders to review the list of people who have not re-
newed their membership and give them a call to encour-

age them to do so.  I am hopeful by the middle of this year 
we will be able to gather and enjoy boating and social ac-
tivities once again.  I know our members will not want to 
miss out on these activities.    
 

One of the squadrons activities we can continue to do this 
year is participating in the Cooperative Charting Program.  
This is where our members help the US Coast Guard in 
locating both Geodetic markers on land and “Aids to Navi-
gation” (ATONS) in the waterways.  Greg Shay at National 
and Tom and Joanne Hancock of our District, are happy to 
help any member get started in this program.  It is reward-
ing and fun to locate these marks knowing that they will 
help others in navigation.  
 

Another important program the squadrons offer all boat-
ers is the Vessel Safety Check where our examiners help 
boaters make sure they have required safety equipment 
on their boat, and everything is in working order.  This 
program is especially important as it helps keep boaters 
and their families safe when on the water.  If you are in-
terested in becoming an examiner, please contact your 
Squadron Commander.  All current examiners are remind-
er to contact their Commander or VSC Chair to receive the 
2021 stickers and needed paperwork.  
 

Again, I look forward to working with all members of D7 
next year as your Commander.  I hope to see you all at the 
D7 Virtual Conference on April 9th and 10th.  

 

Executive Officer 

Larry Spraggins, JN 

Mark your calendar 
 

Fo those of you on the District 7 Council 
 

Monday 15 March 
1900 (7pm) 

 
District 7 Council Meeting 

Details will be sent via email 
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Honor Your Instructors with the Chapman Award  
Our instructors are the key people in our educational 
efforts. It is important that we show our appreciation for 
their efforts. All squadrons and district 7 are urged to par-
ticipate in this year’s Chapman Award program. The 2021 
Chapman Award covers the three-year period ending June 
30, 2021, and it will be awarded at USPS’s 2022 Annual 
Meeting. Squadrons submit their candidates to their DEO, 
who will choose a candidate to submit to the national or-
ganization. Up to three national honorees are selected by 
a Chapman Award Selection Group of the Instructor Devel-
opment Committee. National honorees will receive a 
recognition plaque, a gold Chapman Award lapel pin, and 
a four-year certified instructor wallet card; also, their 
names will be inscribed in a permanent Log Book kept in 
the Chapman Memorial Library at USPS headquarters in 
Raleigh. Each honoree’s squadron will receive a gift to fur-
ther its educational programs, underwritten by the USPS 
Educational Fund and given in the honoree’s name. Dis-
trict nominations are due to USPS headquarters by Sep-
tember 1, 2021; each District Educational Officer (DEO) 
will establish an earlier deadline for squadrons in his or 
her district to recommend candidates, so that the district 
nominee can be selected before September 1. The process 
and documentation have been redesigned to make it easi-
er for all to participate. A link to the Chapman Award in-
formation can be found on the Instructor Development 
page of our web site, or copy/paste www.usps.org/
departments/13000/13000-educational-
committees/13290/13290-chapman-award-for-excellence-
in-teaching into your browser after logging into USPS.org. 
 
On that page you will find links to the guidance and forms 
that each squadron needs to recommend an instructor 
and each district needs to nominate one of its squadrons’ 
recommended candidates for the National award, includ-
ing:  

1. Award Rules for squadrons and districts.  
2. Guidance and suggestions for Squadron Educational 
Officers  
3. Squadron Recommendation Form.  
4. District Endorsement and Nomination Form.  
In addition, we have added a DEO Checklist for Chapman 

Award 
Nomina-
tion Pack-
ages, to 
help DEOs 
verify that 
nomination 
packages 
are com-
plete. Now 
is the time 
to select a 
candidate 
from your 
squadron 
and start 
preparing 
your nomi-
nation 
package. 
 

Berea Sail & Power Squadron scheduled Weather as a dis-
tance learning class via Zoom this fall, when a small num-
ber (5) of squadron members requested the course.  By 
our first Weather Class, 3 of these students would not 
have commuted to an in-person course, had we been able 
to offer such a class, but distance learning made it practi-
cal for them to attend.  The class was enriched by the stu-
dents.  With several engineers in the class, we had lively 
discussions.  In addition to showing slides, we conducted 
demonstrations. Berea is planning additional remotely 
taught courses for the winter and spring, and, considering 
the impact on participation and membership, we will con-
tinue to offer this option. 
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Educational Officer 

Wayne Spraggins, SN 

 

Spring Meeting Ice Breaker 
 

Normally we inform members what fun theme they may dress 
in for the festivities at conference. 

 
 

Not so for this virtual conference 
 
 

We’re just hoping to see your face or hear your voice. 
 

We hope you are able to join us  

Friday April 9 at 7 pm 

https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13290/13290-chapman-award-for-excellence-in-teaching
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13290/13290-chapman-award-for-excellence-in-teaching
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13290/13290-chapman-award-for-excellence-in-teaching
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13290/13290-chapman-award-for-excellence-in-teaching
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Hello and Happy 2021!! 
 
It is hard to believe that 2020 went by so fast.  I had trou-
ble keeping up with what day or date it was because time 
seemed to move so fast and situations change so rapidly.  
Doctor’s appointments, nursing home visitations and virtu-
al meetings ….. a calendar helped me! 
 
I thank the members of the administrative department for 
their display of perseverance, determination and opti-
mism.  It was very encouraging and inspiring to witness 
the members of departments carrying out their duties in 
spite of the limitations caused by the virus. 
 
For some members, 2020 will be remembered as a year of 
challenge and some disappointment. However, the year 
provided opportunities for creativity, learning and deter-
mination.  We were forced to use new or different meth-
ods to carry out the mission. The leaders and members of 
the administrative department and other departments 
showed great resilience and initiative. 
 
Member retention and recruitment will continue as im-
portant goals during 2021 and beyond.  USPS, at national, 
district and squadron levels must continue to seek new or 
different ways to maintain current members and attract 
new members.  We must be an organization that wel-
comes and celebrates diversity and inclusion in recruiting, 
retention, training and all boating activities. 
 
I am proud to have been a member of the Administrative 
Department and District 7 during 2020!!  

Benefits of Membership 
 

Sometimes, when asking members to renew, the response 
is that the person isn’t getting enough benefit from their 
membership dollars.  It might be they no longer have a 
boat, or their long-time  buddies aren’t at the meetings 
when they come.   
 
But I’d argue that there are still many reasons to belong to 
America’s Boating Club, and some of those reasons are 
financial.  (I’m skipping over the feel-good of supporting a 
worthy organization, but here we go.) 
 
There are indeed financial benefits to defray or pay back 
the membership fee.  If one still has a boat, there is the 
Boat Insurance Program, and discounts on marine gear 
(check out Hamilton Marine) and more.  Even without a 
boat, there are discounts for travelers (check out DAN 
Boater, motel and rental car discounts, health-care dis-
count (see the HeartSine AED, and the prescription pro-
gram) and discounts on goods and services (Office Max 
has discounts on printing, cleaning and furniture). 
 
There are more items listed on the Member Benefits page 
of the USPS website.  Please check ‘em out.  
 
Cathe Radabaugh, N 
Vermilion Sail & Power Squadron 

 

Administrative Officer 

Roger Hall, JN 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

29 Aug—5 Sept 
Fall Governing Board Mtg 

 

Raleigh NC 



America’s Boating Club®                                                                                        District 7  —  NEWS 

www.usps.org            7                                                                                               www.d7usps.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY! 

Make checks payable to District 7 and mail with top of  form to: 

R/C Tom Hancock, 426 Emerson Ave., NW North Canton, OH 44720 

Phone: Call 330-499-3660 or text 330-418-9956 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ferry information at https://www.ohio-put-in-bay.com/sonnys 
 Accommodations on the island are limited. You may want to check the following sites: 

 https://www.vrbo.com  or  http://www.booking.com  

 

D7 Cruise to Middle Bass Island 

30 July—1 August 2021 

“Let’s Get Nauti-caL” 

Rank/Name ______________________________ Rank/Name __________________________ 

Address _________________________________ City _____________ State____ Zip _______ 

Squadron __________________________ Home phone _____________ Cell ______________ 

Email address ________________________________ Boat Name _______________________ 
 

Number Attending ______ Grand Total: $_______ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Dockage available after May 15, 2021. Contact Tom or Joanne Hancock (see below)  to register 

for dockage at MBI State Park Marina and more information. 

D7 Cruise/MBI, 30 July-1 August Weekend Package: includes Friday evening Pizza Party & 

BYOB at MBIYC, Saturday MBIYC Steak Fry & entertainment, Saturday & Sunday light 

breakfast, & all other weekend events. (Please indicate if you require vegetarian.) 

All for only $67.00 per person 

Reservation deadline: 22 July 2021 

Reservations received after this date will be charged  

a $10.00 late fee per family unit. 

https://www.ohio-put-in-bay.com/sonnys
https://www.vrbo.com
https://www.booking.com/


As I write this snow is falling with the driveway boundaries 
only known because of the snow sticks marking it, and I’m 
deliberating what to put in this article. Hmmmm.  
 
How about a bit of education? You may not be aware of 
the Information Center easily accessed when you log into 

www.americasboatingclub.org   After logging in, on the 
right hand side you should see your name, your personal 
information, any jobs you may have, and a blue rectangle 
that says Manage Profile. Click on the blue rectangle and 
you will see your stored profile.  You can update your ad-
dress, email, phone number and other items right there. 
Then click the blue Update button and it’s all set. Pretty 
easy, right?! I encourage you to check this out and update 
relevant details. This will keep your fellow squadron mates 
in the loop with your correct contact information.   
 
OK, so now you realize how simple that was you start to 
think about a squadron member who has moved or dis-
connected a landline and wonder if you can find the per-
son’s cell phone number to tell him/her about doing these 
updates. On the right side of the screen, there’s a round 
blue button with some white lines in it. Click on it and the 
Information Center Table of Contents opens on the left 
with lots of options.  In the middle, you should readily see 
Quick Picks and one of the quick picks is Find Members by 
Name or Certificate.  Click on that and you can easily 
search for your squadron mate or really anybody in USPS.  
 
Your squadron or district job dictates all the possible op-
tions and tools you see in that Information Center.  You 
can only update your own personal information unless you 
have certain privileges, therefore you can poke around to 
your hearts content without fear of inadvertently mucking 
up anything.  There are so many things that you can find in 
the Information Center, it could be an entire seminar it-
self—-and likely will be at some point in our district con-
ference future. Check it out! 
 
Elsewhere 
in this is-
sue, you’ve 
read my 
fellow 
Bridge 
Officers 
convey fin-
ishing their 
current job 
on the 
bridge.  Not 
so here be-
cause you are stuck with me for another year. 
 
   THANK YOU VERY MUCH to all of you who donate so 
much of your time and expertise to your squadrons and 
district.  It is most definitely all a function of TEAMWORK! 
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Secretary 

Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

 

*Call to the Conference Meeting* 

 

Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire 

 
Date: 10 April 2021 

D7 Fall Conference Meeting 
 
District Commander, Lynda Leque, SN, encourages all mem-
bers of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In accord-
ance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7 
Council (defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairs, 
immediate P/D/C and each Squadron Commander) and Squad-
ron Educational Officers, the Past District Commanders of this 
district, and the delegates appointed by each squadron com-
mander.   
 
D7 Committee reports for the seat packet are due 31 March to 
the district Secretary and appropriate bridge officer.  Please dis-
cuss any new business with the District Commander before the 
meeting in order to expedite business.  Any motion should be 
submitted in writing.  Motion forms will be available from the 
Secretary prior to the meeting. 

https://americasboatingclub.org/


At year end District 7 is solvent with a treasury balance of 
$25,819.84, an increase of $558.78 from the same time 
last year.  
 
2020 marked the eleventh consecutive year with declining 
dues receipts for D7.  For the calendar year dues receipts 
were $3,665.00, a decrease of 11.4% from 2019 and a 
59.07% decrease since 2009.  This is the result of declining 
membership and the increased number of “Life” mem-
bers.  
 
The State of Ohio USPS license plate program is generating 
some extra cash. For 2020 D7 received $214.44 from the 
program. By the time you read this newsletter the dis-
bursement of $35.74 will have been sent to the Ohio 
squadrons.  

This is my last article as Treasurer of District 7 at the end 
of my 3 year tour.   Thanks everybody!  
 

2021 Annual USPS Meeting Report: 
 

The 2021 USPS Annual Meeting was completely online 
over a two-week period.  Your D7 Bridge members and 
others attended many of the interesting and informative 
sessions.  Although not the same as an in-person meeting 
in sunny Punta Vedra, members were able to go online in 
the comfort of their own home to participate in these ses-
sions.  
USPS National Chief Mary Paige Abbott opened the Annual 
meeting by stating that it is critical we maintain contact 
with our members.  The Chief emphasized the need to 
stay positive in these challenging times, keep planning ac-
tivities, both virtual, and when possible, in-person.  Create 
a calendar of events and inform your members of your 
plans yet be flexible enough to adjust to current protocols. 
   
IMPORTANT note…through the National Education Fund, 
all squadrons may request 20 AABC course books abso-
lutely FREE, including postage and handling.  SEOs, please 
take advantage of this offer, if not for current, then for 
future classes.  This should be a great recruiting tool. 
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Treasurer 

Liana Mihalca, SN 
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PENTA FALL CONFERENCE 
 

10-12 October 2021 
 

Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, OH 


