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Last spring we were fortunate enough to personally recognize
P/D/C Russ Neibel SN, of Mansfield Power Squadron, as the
National Leader in Merit Marks with USPS. This spring we celebrate another District 7 Merit Mark milestone. Vermilion Power
Squadron’s own P/D/C Dave Bialorucki, SN achieved Emeritus
Status—a 50 Merit Mark recipient. Go Dave! Other than Russ,
Dave has the most merit marks of all members within District 7.

Berea

Clearly, Dave’s been around a long time and many of you must
have stories to share about fun times with Dave. We have no
plans to roast Dave. Rather, we’d like to pay tribute to him with
these small biographical tidbits.

Mansfield

Dave is definitely a hard worker at most everything he does. He
worked for General Motors as a tool and die maker. He retired
from GM in 2007 with over 40 years of service there.

Mid-Ohio Valley

P/D/C Dave Bialorucki, SN receives Emeritus Status50th Merit Mark from C/C Gary Cheney SN

North Coast Ohio

Pittsburgh

He’s also worked hard for his squadron and district. He was
Commander of Vermilion 1975-1976 and he kept chugging
along. He is very active with his squadron. Dave has served as Vermilion’s SEO and Membership Chair for as long as
some people can remember. He’s been active in the VSC program since its inception and has completed over 100
VSC’s each of the past two years. Guess Dave doesn’t know how to slow down over time!
Vermilion has even created an award in his name. Quite an honor, huh?! It is the Dave Bialorucki Excellence in Service Award. It recognizes a person who consistently serves Vermilion Power Squadron in many ways over a long
span of years. He was the first recipient of this award. It has been awarded sparingly ever since.
Enough about USPS stuff. What about life? Dave enjoyed the greatest treasure of his life in his wife, Jan, for many
years until she passed away. They raised three daughters, Debby, Dawn, and Denise. He is immensely proud of his
daughters and their families. He wouldn’t willingly miss any of his grandchildren’s events.

Stark County

Ten Mile

Vermilion

A man of many talents, he plays the organ. He even played the
organ in Vermilion’s hospitality room for the 2015 District Conference. He takes terrific care of his beautiful wooden boat, and
scuba dives too! Certainly not the least of his varied interests,
Dave is a skilled roller skating figure skater. He has both competed and served as a judge in pairs dancing at local, regional, and
national competitions in US Figure Skating. And let’s not even
THINK about trying to describe his Christmas decorations at his
home. Just let your imagination run wild.
Enough about Dave—we don’t want him to be embarrassed.
Congratulations to Dave on his 50th Merit Mark!
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District 7 Bridge

District Commander
Barbara Spraggins, SN

Commander
D/C Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr
Seven Hills OH 44131-29196
Cell 216-970-3508
barb6195@cox.net

THINK SPRING – The Boat Shows are now complete. The USPS
Annual Meeting recently ended. Spring ABC Classes and Advanced Grades as well as Elective Classes are being scheduled.
And our boats will be put in the water soon.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St, NW
Massillon OH 44646-1407
Cell 330-844-0726
lyndaleque@sssnet.com

Spring Conference hosted by D/7 is rapidly approaching, 3-5
April. The registration form is in this newsletter. Make your reservations NOW!! We all know how frustrating it is to plan an
event and not know how many will attend. Our Representative
from National is C/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN our first woman Chief
Commander of the United States Power Squadron, America’s
Boating Club. You will have several opportunities to talk with our
Chief in both informal and more formal settings. Friday night has
always provided a chance to talk informally with the Chief’s Representative at the Ice Breaker and later when she visits our hospitality rooms after the Ice Breaker. This conference will also have a
Town Hall Meeting at 1100 on Saturday morning where you can
ask the Chief questions about what is happening around USPS
and issues that concern you.

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107
Cell 216-905-7234
jmason1626@cox.net
Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Larry Spraggins, AP
508 Ledge Rd
Macedonia, OH 44056-1022
Home 330-467-1323
Cell 330-840-4450
biglar43@aol.com

Our Conference chairs P/R/C
Wayne Spraggins, SN and P/C
Kathy Barber, AP are hard at
work planning a fun and informative conference for all of
us. Of course, it won’t be if you
do not attend. The registration
fee is intended to help defray
costs and keeps the meal
charge more in line with the
cost. Everyone is expected to
pay this registration fee. It is
only fair to spread it among all P/D/C Mike Siwek, SN at the Annuattending the meeting. The al Meeting receiving Life Member
auction is also helpful in defray- status—25 merit marks
ing the expense. Please contact P/C Kathy Barber at 440-5703455 if you have items you would like to donate. To all Squadrons please donate a basket/items in your squadron name.

Secretary
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
Treasurer
D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN
3320 Hillcrest Dr
Norton OH 44203-5101
Home 330-825-3659
lmihalca@neo.rr.com

We hope we have speakers of interest to you. Your input for
planning the next conference is always helpful. Please speak up
with your ideas. Thanks to all who supported the Fall Conference. A huge ‘thank you’ to all. D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN is busy
organizing the summer D/7 Cruise to be held 31 July – 2 August
2020 She has secured docks at Middle Bass Island and has many
ideas for things to do.

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
www.usps.org

Moving forward, it is vitally important for us to work together
(continued on page 3)
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(D/C article continued from page 2)

within D/7 and with others interested in safe boating. Our
smaller squadrons are struggling to stay alive. By helping each
other we can help them survive. Perhaps your neighbors can
help teach or proctor a class. Do Vessel Safety Checks together,
if you can. Many thanks to P/D/C Brian Logan, SN for his many
ideas to help us recruit and keep members. Sharing those ideas
gives others ideas that may work for them. Each of us needs to
do our part. One small contribution of time, energy, or money
from each adds up to a lot. What can you do to make your
squadron, District 7, and USPS successful? Step up!!! We really
need YOU.

Mark your calendar
America’s Boating Club
Governing Board Meeting
6-13 September 2020
Raleigh, NC

By the time you read this, I will have attended the USPS Annual
Meeting held at the Marriott Sawgrass Resort in Ponte Verda
Executive Officer
Beach Florida, along with other members of your District Bridge.
Lynda Leque, SN
The deadline for the D7 News is too early to give you a report of
the Annual Meeting. However, I do know there are many changAlthough we’re currently not on the water in Northeast Ohio, it
es which will be discussed and decisions made at this meeting. I
is a busy time for us in District 7. With the National Annual
will give you a full report at the Spring Conference.
Meeting at Sawgrass Resort in Florida behind us, planning for
upcoming Changes of Watch, updating equipment for spring
Finally, I would like to thank each and every one of you for the
installation, and many educational classes in session, we are
confidence you had in me to elect me to be your District Comdefinitely keeping busy during the off-season. My sincere thanks
mander for the 2019 – 2020 year.
go out to all chairmen and committee members who have contributed to the success of the Executive Department for the
See you at the Conference!!!!!
2019-2020 Bridge year. Those who have worked the Boat
WELCOME TO THE 2020-2021 BRIDGE YEAR!
Shows, completed Vessel Safety Checks, participated in Cooperative Charting, or represented D7 in any number of ways…I
deeply thank you for your time and energy! Special thanks to
D/C Barbara Spraggins, SN, who has successfully led our D7
“Ship”. It has been a privilege to work with Barb during the current Bridge Year!
Now let’s look ahead to smooth sailing during the 2020-2021
Bridge year. Join your squadron and district as we all plan for a
busy year filled with squadron events, rendezvous, social time,
classes, and on-the-water fun! First on the agenda is our 2020
District 7 Spring Conference, “The Spirit of Boating”, to be held
at the Crowne Plaza in Independence! The District Conference
Committee has dedicated their valuable time and effort to make
this a fun-filled and educational event. As incoming District
Commander, I’d like to personally invite each and every D7
member to attend our Spring Conference and Annual Change of
Watch. I’m excited to welcome the newly installed National
Chief, Mary Paige Abbott, to be our guest for the weekend.
Chief Commander Abbott is looking forward to bringing D7 current news from National and helping us develop strategies for
our future growth. Talk it up among your members and mark
your calendars for 3-5 April. Remember, the deadline for registration and payment is 24 March. Submit your registration TODAY! See you there for Education, Friendship and FUN!

www.usps.org
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Welcome Chief Commander Mary Paige Abbott, SN
C/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN joined the USPS National Bridge in 2016. She previously held
the positions of R/C for the National Marketing Committee (2015) and the National
Membership Committee (2012-2015). She has also served as an Aide to Chief Commander Baldridge.
A member of the Sanibel-Captiva Sail & Power Squadron since 2000, C/C Abbott first
served as the Assistant Squadron Education Officer. She co-founded the Sanibel School
safe boating education class in which all sixth-graders participate. She moved from
Squadron Administrative Officer in 2004 to Executive Officer then to Commander in
2006.
C/C Abbott became Commander of District 22 in 2010, after serving as Executive and
Administrative Officer, respectively. She and her husband, Steve, boated to nearly all
eighteen D22 squadron changes of watch via AusSea, their 52’ Maritimo motoryacht.
She began boating (paddle, sail, and power) as a youth with her family while living in Michigan. Her father served on the Michigan State Waterways Commission, which was then working on collaborative boating education & training for recreational boaters, as well as enforcement agencies. USPS, as a boating education source, was introduced to her at that time. A move to Fort
Wayne, Indiana, changed her focus to AAU swimming and golf. She became an advocate of recreational boating safety when a
swim team friend was struck and killed by a speedboat during a summer lake party.
During college, she crewed on observation boats during the 1977 America’s Cup Trials off Marblehead, MA. Sailors Ted Hood,
Ted Turner, and Dennis Conner reignited her love of on-the-water boating activities. Her sailing continued after college, albeit
on a Sunfish with her golden retriever as crew.
After completing an American Sailing Association on-the-water training classes, C/C Abbott and her husband purchased their
first sailboat together, Corsair, a Sabre 38. They became avid weekend sailors on Lake Michigan. Retiring to Florida in 1999,
the Abbotts made the switch to powerboating in 2000.
We are pleased to have her attend our Spring Conference.

D7 RENDEZVOUS- “Let’s Get Nauti-cal”
at Middle Bass Island,
31 July-2 August
Summer plans for the D7 Rendezvous are getting ship-shape! Anchors aweigh as we set a course for
Middle Bass Island! The “Nauti-cal” fun begins Friday evening with a joint pizza party with MBIYC
members at the beautiful Middle Bass Island Yacht Club. Wear your favorite nautical attire (pirate,
sailor, anything nautical goes).
Saturday will include MBIYC cornhole tournament and a D7 “Treasure Hunt” (no golf carts necessary). Dinner will feature a fabulous steak cook-out by MBIYC members which will include strip steak,
baked potato, salad, rolls, cheesecake, pop, water & coffee. Bring your own steak knives, silverware,
& plates and BYOB. Coffee and a light breakfast will be available both Saturday & Sunday mornings.
See Registration form in this issue of the D7 News for additional details and information.

www.usps.org
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D7 Cruise to Middle Bass Island
31 July—2 August 2020

“Let’s Get Nauti-caL”
Rank/Name ______________________________ Rank/Name __________________________
Address _________________________________ City _____________ State____ Zip _______
Squadron __________________________ Home phone _____________ Cell ______________
Email address ________________________________ Boat Name _______________________

Number Attending ______

Grand Total: $_______

_____________________________________________________________________________
*Dockage available after May 1, 2020. Contact Tom or Joanne Hancock (see below) to register
for dockage at MBI State Park Marina and more information.
D7 Cruise/MBI, 31 July-2 August, Weekend Package: Includes Friday Night Pizza Party &
BYOB at MBIYC, Saturday MBIYC Steak Fry & Entertainment, Saturday & Sunday light
breakfast, & all other weekend events. (Please indicate if you require vegetarian.)

All for only $65.00 per person

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY!
Make checks payable to District 7 and Mail with top of form to:
R/C Tom Hancock, 426 Emerson Ave., NW North Canton, OH 44720
Phone: Call 330-499-3660 or text 330-418-9956

Reservation deadline: 24 July 2020
Reservations received after this date will be charged
a $10.00 late fee per family unit.

Ferry information at https://www.ohio-put-in-bay.com/sonnys
Accommodations on the island are limited. You may want to check the following sites:
https://www.vrbo.com or http://www.booking.com
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Administrative Officer
Larry Spraggins, AP
National USPS as well as District 7 is always looking for ways to
enhance boating experiences through activities and education.
As District Administrative Officer, the areas I work in are: increasing membership, Member Benefits, squadron activities and
development.

Member Benefits
There are currently over 50 different member benefits available
to our members. These benefits greatly add to the value of being a member of Power Squadron. The latest benefit to be added is a partnership with DAN Boater which provides assistance
when traveling at least 50 miles from home and you experience
a medical emergency. If you aren’t aware of this benefit yet, go
to the website at www.danboater.org/abc (see above) to get
more information. It is imperative that all your information is
correct in DB2000 when you contact DAN Boater for assistance.

Increasing Membership
At the National level, USPS is looking at the whole USPS mem- Squadron Activities
bership program. As of Dec. 31, 2019, the membership was Squadron activities within District 7 vary from education classes,
22,996, which is 1,605 less than in 2018.
seminars, cruises, boating excursions, dinners and simple activities to have fun with fellow members. The District also sponsors
National will be sending out a lost member survey to approxi- some activities for all the squadrons. This summer the District 7
mately 5,000 former members to ascertain why they chose not Rendezvous will be July 31 – Aug 2 at Middle Bass Island State
to renew their membership. The survey will be going back the Park. Details will be out very shortly.
last two years. They are hoping to present the results from the
survey at the Annual Meeting in February at Sawgrass Resort. A Squadron Leadership and Development
list of former members who don’t respond to the survey will be It is always important to provide training and leadership opporsent to each District Admin Officer to distribute to each Squad- tunities to our members, especially new members who are servron’s Admin Officer in hopes of getting a response. The survey is ing on the bridge. At the 2019 Fall Conference, P/C Sue Harris,
very short with only 7 questions. We are hoping that everyone S, presented a seminar on Instructor Development so that our
will assist with this survey as it is very important that we try to instructors could get recertified to teach the various educational
retain all our members.
classes. National and District also provide other training such as
Operations Training. If your squadron is interested in any of
The National Office is also looking to set up an automatic dues these programs, please contact me.
renewal program to make renewal easier for our members.
More information on this will be available soon.

www.usps.org
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Educational Officer
James Mason, SN

Conference Attire
Friday Night Ice Breaker

I would like to thank everyone for making my 3 years as DEO go
by so fast. It was a privilege to serve on the D7 Bridge. I enjoyed every minute of it, and I encourage others to participate in
helping in whatever capacity interests you. P/R/C Wayne Spraggins, SN will be taking over for me and I know of no one who
could do a better job than he. Please help me support Wayne in
his new position as DEO.

Wear your Nautical Attire!

Saturday Daytime :
USPS/ABC golf shirts or other appropriate attire
Saturday Evening:
Uniform A with bow tie or appropriate dressy attire.

Just like Joanne & Tom Hancock from Stark carry the Co-Op
Charting banner. NCO and Vermilion carried the Jump Start
banner for the past 2 years. We have had great success with the
program completing 20 Jump Start Classes in 2018 and then 28
Secretary
classes in 2019. I still remember being asked at the D7 Spring
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
Conference in 2018 at our SEO meeting: How many classes did I
really believe we would have by the end of the year and I said, I
would be pleased if we accomplished 3 Jump Start Classes. Little
If you’ve read this far in the D7 NEWS, you’ve heard about our
did I know the need out there for this type of training.
new member benefit –DAN Boater. Hopefully, none of us will
have the need to utilize the emergency related services this benIt is a great program & I hope Wayne will be able to convince
efit provides. Just in case, please consider possible changes in
other squadrons to join in the fun. All my instructors kept in
your information since your last notification to National. Have
touch with me all summer to check when their next class will be
you moved? Changed your phone number-gotten rid of your
available. This year I am contemplating adding Jet Skis and Kayhome phone and now only have a cell number? Or, possibly you
aks to the mix of boats which will be eligible for Jump Start.
were like me and deleted your date of birth off your personal
Much will depend on instructor availability. Either way, I know
profile with National.
the 2020 Jump Start season will be even larger.
With the advent of the DAN Boater benefit National had to asThanks again for all your help and I wish everyone a safe 2020
sign me a date of birth of some sort and I was given 01/01/1999.
Boating Season.
Hah! I’d never be able to verify my identity with that date of
birth. So I’ve posted my correct birthdate onto my member
page again in case I ever need their help. (In fact, at this moment 32 District 7 members have 01/01/99 DOB posted and one
person is 01/01/2000.) You should contact your squadron’s Secretary or Commander to provide your correct information. You
then will know you’ve helped yourself and enabled America’s
Boating Club to assist you in times of need.
Posting of the colors at
the Annual Meeting in
Sawgrass.

SUMMER RENDEZVOUS
31 July--2 August
Middle Bass Yacht Club
Hey! You just went past the
registration on page 5!

www.usps.org
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Spring Conference Speakers and Topics
Treasurer
Liana Mihalca, SN

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY AND CUSTOMS AND
BORDER PROTECTION

At year end District 7 is solvent with a treasury balance of
$25,261.06, an increase of $1,485.28 from the same time last
year.

The priority mission of these officers is to
prevent terrorists and terrorists’ weapons
from entering the United States and ensuring
the security of our nation at America’s Borders and ports of entry. CBP is responsible for apprehending individuals attempting
to enter the United States Illegally, stemming the flow of illegal
drugs and other contraband. There are three major CBP Law
enforcement agencies you may encounter in the Great Lakes:
Office of Field Operations, U.S. Border Patrol and Office of Air
and Marine. Please welcome Officer Tim Bishop.

2019 marked the tenth consecutive year with declining dues
receipts for D7. For the calendar year, dues receipts were
$4,135.00, a decrease of 8.7% from 2018 and a 53.8% decrease
since 2009. This is the result of declining membership and the
increased number of “Life” members.
The State of Ohio USPS license plate program is generating some
extra cash. For 2019 D7 received $221.76 from the program. By
the time you read this newsletter the disbursement of $36.96
will have been sent to the Ohio squadrons.

DISTRICT AND SQUADRON RULES
COMMITTES
In an effort to comply with the guidelines of
the planning initiative, and simplify the process of accessing and amending squadron and district bylaws
the Committee on Rules has implemented a system whereby an
approved copy of all squadron and district bylaws will be maintained, in electronic format, on USPS Web Server for viewing or
downloading. Presented by P/R/C Wayne Spraggins, SN a member of the National Rules Committee.

MEMBERSHIP
AND MEMBER
RETENTION

*Call to the Conference Meeting*
Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN
will present a seminar
on how a Squadron can
not only increase membership and fill Educational Programs and
classes, but also how to
retain members.

Date: 4 April 2020
D7 Spring Conference Meeting 1400-1530
District Commander, Barbara Spraggins, SN, encourages all
members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In
accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the
D7 Council (defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee
Chairs, immediate P/D/C and each squadron Commander) and
Squadron Educational Officers, the Past District Commanders
of this district, and the delegates appointed by each squadron
commander.

ROUND TABLE
DISCUSSION

D7 Committee Reports for the seat packet are due 20 MARCH
to the District Secretary and appropriate Bridge Officer. Please
discuss any new business with the District Commander before
the meeting in order to expedite business. Any motion should
be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available at the
meeting or from the Secretary prior to the meeting.
www.usps.org

C/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN will host a
round table discussion and answer all
questions regarding USPS present
and future.
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SAVE THE DATE – PENTA CONFERENCE
Join USPS America’s Boating Club Districts 7, 9, 11, 24 & 29 for a PENTA 5 District Fall Conference on October 2, 3, 4, 2020 at the Kalahari Resort in Sandusky, Ohio. Combined, the five
Districts represent over 2500 members of America’s Boating Club. All the details have not yet
been finalized, so stay tuned for more information as it becomes available.


Kalahari is Ohio’s largest water park.



Complimentary Self-Parking



Complimentary wireless internet resort wide



Full access to the water park’s amenities included with the
room rate. So, bring the family, the grand kids, and anyone
who likes a good time.



Room Rate is $139.00 (plus tax) for Single, Double, Triple or
Quad, including extra nights



Reservation cutoff date is September 2, 2020.



Meet and Greet Friday night from 1900-2100.



Individual District Business meetings Saturday from 0900-1000



America’s Boating Club Educational sessions on Saturday



Lunch & Dinner on Saturday with Guest Speakers, Vendor booths
and more

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:
In order to be more financially responsible,
D7 NEWS, issues are primarily delivered
via electronic mail (email).

Please submit the names of your squadron delegates to
Secretary Jan Vitucci-Ehrman at
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com

If you haven’t already, please update or add your
email address by contacting the secretary’s department, jandjehrman@neo.rr.com.
www.usps.org

You will receive an email reminder before Conference.
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