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Jim & Cindy Kosmos joined the Stark County Power
Squadron in 2012 & proceeded to take class after class,
including weather, marine electronics,
engine maintenance, and cruise planning. They
concluded their education with Advanced Pilot.
Jim served on the SCPS bridge as Commander and
Cindy as Secretary. After owning a small boat and
cruising for a few summers on Lake Erie with SCPS
friends, they purchased a 45’ American Tug,
christened “The Journey”, and prepared for their long
journey on the LOOP. As Jim and Cindy wrote:
“We have started the “Great Loop”. We are finally on our way on our 45’ American Tug!!! For anyone
who doesn’t know, the Great Loop encompasses the eastern half of the USA and covers more than 6000
nautical miles. We will be living and traveling on our boat for at least 15 months; possibly longer. We
will travel the Great Lakes, the River systems from Chicago to Alabama, across the Gulf to Florida, the
ICW around Florida and up the East Coast, the river and canal systems up into Canada, and back into
the Great Lakes. We will take our time and enjoy “The Journey” while traveling to places we have never
been, enjoying the scenery, learning the history, and meeting new people along the way.”
Jim and Cindy left Sandusky Harbor Marina on 19 July, 2016. They crossed Lake Erie, cruised up the
Detroit River, into Lake St. Clair, and on into Lake Huron. By 1 August they had made it to Presque Isle.
They were impressed with Mackinac Island, cruising under the mighty Mackinac Bridge, and the clear
blue waters of Lake Huron. Once into Lake Michigan, they found the waters to be more challenging due
to high winds and rough waves. During gale force winds in Frankfort in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, a large sailboat broke from its anchorage with no one onboard & headed straight for “the Journey”.
With the help of dock mates, they managed to secure & re-anchor
the boat. They entered the Chicago River system in early September. In Michigan City, Indiana they experienced a failed coolant pump on the Labor Day weekend, causing an extended stay in
port. Soon after, they entered the river system that would eventually lead them to the Gulf of Mexico.
The Kosmos learned quickly that plans often change due to
weather & water conditions. They also learned that the rivers provided new challenges-currents, debris, tow barges, locks, bridge
tenders, delays, water levels, and dangerous conditions at night.
They also found few marinas and anchorages along the way.
Continued on Page 6
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OPPORTUNITIES AT SPRING CONFERENCE

The upcoming District 7 Spring Conference has some
special opportunities and changes for all who attend.
The first is that our Chief Commander’s Representative is
C/C Louie Ojeda himself. You will have several opportunities to talk with the Chief in both informal and more
formal settings. Friday night has always provided a
chance to talk informally with the Chief’s Representative
at the Ice Breaker and later when he visits each of the
hospitality rooms after the Ice Breaker. This conference
will also have a Town Hall Meeting at 1100 on Saturday
morning where you can ask the Chief questions about
what is happening around USPS and issues that concern
you.
This Spring Conference we are making a change that will
offer everyone another chance to talk informally to Chief
Louie. D/7 has a tradition of a Commander’s Cocktail
Party that provided Squadron Commanders, the D/7
Bridge, National Officers and Past District Commanders
a chance to meet and talk casually with the Chief’s Rep.
D/7 provided a full bar and the host squadron put together great food. The party was usually in the host squadron’s hospitality room. Dress was often Blazer, more formal than the rest of the evening.

Secretary
D/Lt/C Lynda C. Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St., NW
Massillon, OH 44646-1407
H: 330-832-9625
lyndaleque@sssnet.com

This spring we are changing to a “Meet the Chief” party
at 1800 before the Ice Breaker. Everyone is invited to the
party which will be in the host squadron’s – Akron’s –
hospitality room. D/7 will provide beer, wine, pop, water
and light snacks like chips, pretzels and dip. Dress is casual – what you would wear to the Ice Breaker. If this
works as we expect, future conferences will likely have a
“Meet the Rep” party for all on Friday night.

Treasurer
D/Lt/C S. Thomas Hancock, P
426 Emerson Ave., NW
North Canton, OH 44720-2308
H: 330-499-3660
lilboy@neo.rr.com

Along with introducing what we hope is a new tradition
this spring, we will be saying goodbye to an old one. This
is the last conference where we will be awarding the
Rocky River Tankard for the best hospitality room.

Newsletter Editor
P/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
C: 216-905-7234
jmason1626@cox.net

www.usps.org

This issue of the D/7 News has full information on the
conference, including a signup form. You will see that
there are good seminars on Saturday morning where you
should find a seminar that interests you. If you are an instructor, there is an Instructor Recertification seminar on
Sunday from 1000-1200.
Be sure to join us for Spring Conference.
Take advantage of your chance to “Meet the Chief.”
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Executive Officer
Jane S. Brandenstein, SN
This is always an interesting time in USPS. A time to
look back at last year and a time to look forward to next.
I want to thank everyone who contributed to the success
of the Executive Department in D7. We were all busy
working the Boat Shows, doing Vessel Exams, working
the Tall Ships booth, and doing local service projects representing USPS. We all need to have our faces, our
knowledge about boating, and our name and logo in front
of the local community. Thank you All!!
This is also the time to look forward, plan for next year
and years ahead. We are all trying to fill our squadron
bridges, plan classes and, especially, on the water events
for summer. I believe thinking about boating is a survival technique to get through these cold gray days in Pa,
Oh, and WV. Filling the Bridge slots is an important job.
The more helping hands in each squadron sharing the
load, the happier we all are. Sharing the load is key. As
we help each other, we learn about each other and form
those life long bonds that are so important in a squadron.
I remember coming to a first District cruise, knowing
very few people. Bob and I shared a golf cart with a couple we’d seen, but not met, the Sewells from Berea. By
the end of that ride we had made 2 great friends and a
couple that mentored both Bob and I as we became more
active in USPS. We have now lost both of them as they
crossed the bar, but just remembering encourages us and
I’m sure many other couples to take on one more task.
Thanks Doug and Marion, I’m running for D/C. Yikes!!
Unfortunately this year we lost several wonderful members and need you to step up and help fill their shoes.
You can do it, say ‘yes’ when asked.
Looking forward, we have another busy year planned.
Join us as much as you can. Remember who mentored
you, what a help it was, and pay it forward.
Liz Glassell and her crew are busy planning another exciting cruise this summer. Grab your Mardi Gras beads
and join us at Middle Bass Island and Let’s Party!! We
are planning a different activity. Have you ever thought
you’d like to ride in a sailboat,
but don’t know where to
begin? You just might get
your chance while at MBI.
Block the schedule for August
3,4,5. Of course I must allow
several days on both ends for
travel, but I’m looking forward to Mardi Gras with
YOU.
Spring Conference will be here before we know it. Talk
it up among your squadron members. I’m practicing
Scrabble for our hospitality room theme. Come and see
us and make your thoughts known at the educational and

business parts of the meeting.
Thanks for having me as your Executive Officer.

Administrative Officer
James Holcepl, SN
Greetings to all D7 members! Most of us take some
time at the end of one year or the beginning of the new
one to reflect on our families and our personal goals.
You know the ones: lose weight, join a gym, learn a new
skill, take a class, plan the next vacation, etc. I hope you
will indulge me for a few minutes and read and reflect on
this article as I think it is important to think about your
love of boating and the value of your active membership
in your squadron.
There has been a lot of talk in our squadrons, the District
and at National about membership. What is membership?
Webster’s defines it as:“the state of belonging to or being
a part of a group or an organization; the state of being a
member; all the people or things that belong to or are part
of an organization or a group”.
While everyone acknowledges that volunteer organizations, like USPS and many others, have seen a decrease
in members over the years, the fact remains we still have
a lot of members! However the cold hard fact is that
many of our members are members in name only. We
face the unfortunate fate of the 80/20 rule. That is where
20% (or less) do 80% of the volunteer work.
This leads me to what Webster’s defines as a volunteer:
“a person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses a willingness to undertake a service”. Some synonyms which
even make the point of volunteering better being that it is
of: freewill, self-imposed, uncoerced, unforced, volitional, voluntary, & willing.There may be nothing I can say
here or any nominating committee can do to change your
willingness to volunteer. It has to be of your freewill.
I can only tell you that those who have volunteered to be
on the Bridge of their squadrons, or teach, or do vessel
safety checks, or coordinate a party, or plan a cruise etc.
usually come away from it feeling a great sense of community and accomplishment. All of us have commitments to jobs, family, and perhaps your church and other
organizations, but the belief that the United States Power
Squadrons makes a difference in making a great hobby, a
fun and safe hobby, drives those who volunteer to give
freely of their talents and time.
Each squadron has a wealth of educated, talented people
with so many skills that would make their squadron so
much better in every way IF they would only say YES
Continued on Page 4
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What is the USPS DML? The USPS DML featur es a
new website and mobile app at uspsdml.org hosting the
centerpiece of this project – a series of twenty new safe
boating videos – plus additional boater education digital
media.

and give a few hours of their time. I am totally amazed
by the talented members that I have had the pleasure to
volunteer with over the years. Please reflect on your
available time and what talents you can offer to your
squadron and District. We need you!
My message to those of you who are active and are on
the Bridge of your squadrons is to never, never forget that
this is a VOLUNTEER organization. Each member can
and should be appreciated fully for helping your squadron. I have seen too many situations where one or two
individuals in a squadron in their dedication and “caring”
efforts, have unfortunately turned their sense of “care”
into a “Scare” and have chased potential new members
away from getting involved. In order for your squadron
to grow and continue its mission, we all need to embrace
and welcome everyone to “Learn – Engage – Connect!”

Educational Officer
Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
Congratulations to P/D/Lt/C John Esposito, JN, for winning the DISTRICT AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
TEACHING at the D7 Fall Conference. SEO’s put your
thinking caps on now and choose one of your instructors
who goes above and beyond your expectations for teaching. In May 2017, the SEO’s will be receiving information and an application form to submit to your DEO
your nomination for the Chapman Award. If you have
nominated an instructor before and they did not win, you
can resubmit your nomination.
To eliminate the confusion concerning the administration
of educational seminars, The National Educational Department Leadership issued a new policy effective January 1, 2017.All student kits are priced at $13. A fee of
$10 per student completion entered on HQ-800 is now
imposed. Squadrons will be invoiced for the seminar
completions and need to price their seminars accordingly.
None of these changes apply to the Instructor kits which
will continue to include the supplemental materials, nor
will they apply to the Instructor Development Recertification Seminar or the Practical-on-the-Water Training
seminars. In summary, an authorized copy of United
States Power Squadrons seminar materials should be distributed to all students, with exception of members of the
same household wishing to share materials. The course
information and CD are proprietary materials, and squadrons aren’t authorized to present seminars without these
materials. In addition, every student should be registered
in the HQ800 system, so the record is available in future
years.
The United States Power Squadrons’ Digital Media Library (USPS DML) debuted on 1 October 2016.
www.usps.org

As a squadron member, you’re invited to preview the pre
-launch version of DML: http://uspsdml.org/staging314/
and try-out its live links to the library’s presence on major social networks, search-box for safe boating content,
and scrolling carousel with clickable thumbnails of DML
streaming videos. There are also a welcome video tour of
the library and animated sections previewing boater education slideshows and displaying boating safety images.
What do the DML videos cover? The new videos pr ovide full coverage of ANSI powerboat standards and
Practical On-the-Water Training (POTW). Two new
DML videos premiered each week from early October
through late December, totaling 20 videos in all, 3-to-5
minutes each, showing multiple types of boats, diverse
boater demographics and a variety of on-the-water venues, produced with professional voice-over narration and
music and released in American-English and Spanish
versions. Topics include:
• Announcing the DML • Welcome to the DML • Life
Jackets • Vessel Safety Checks • Planning Ahead• Vessel
Inspection • Preparing for Departure • Departing • Steering Basics
• Stopping and Holding Position • Pivot Turn, • Getting
on Plane & Operating on Plane • Maneuvering on
Plane • Stopping a Boat on Plane • Anchoring a Boat •
Man Overboard • Preparing for Arrival • Docking• Mooring and Shoreline Landing • Securing the Boat.
How does the DML help USPS? Ther e ar e two major
ways this project will provide value to our USPS educational mission. First, the DML itself will serve as one
large promotion for squadron classrooms. Each short video will function as a commercial for a USPS course or
seminar, and every piece of digital media in the library
will have a hyperlink to learn more about the subject matter and take visitors to a place to sign-up for squadron
classes. Second, the DML will serve as a new audiovisual classroom resource. Its videos, slideshows and images are being designed to be incorporated into your curriculum to enhance the learning experience of your students, and each will have its own guide recommending
methods and strategies for using that piece of media for
best effect.
At the Spring conference, we will be having a Seminar on
how to use the DML put on by P/V/C Robert Brandenstein, SN. Bob has been very instrumental in the implementation of the DML program.

Vermilion’s Fall 2016 Conference Chair, Rich Barzyk,
SN and his wife Patty. Congrats on a job well-done!
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Take The “ABC” Route to Higher Membership!
ABC (“America’s Boating Course”) is more than three letters
– it is one of your best sources of new members. It’s USPS’
mission to educate safe boaters – and new members are critical
for our survival as USPS. Winter/Spring is the time that
squadrons teach most of their ABC Classes. Your ABC class
is great source of new members. If you’re scheduling ABC’s,
and getting students, you’re half-way there. Now, you just
need to get them to join your squadron.

This spring:
•
•
•
•

Akron has 5 ABC classes scheduled
Mansfield has 2
Pittsburgh has 4
Vermilion has 3

• Berea has 2
• N Coast has 3
• Ten Mile has 2

If you’re not listed – how are you going to get new recruits?
When a student passes the ABC class, you can offer them a
free six-month trial membership. During this time, you have a
six-month chance to get them involved in other classes, seminars, or boating and social events.
You can also offer the student “18 months membership for the
cost of 12 months.” In other words, they fill out the application, give you the check, and they are not billed for renewal for
18 months. So far, in District 7, we have had one family join
for 18 months (Vermilion). But, it might work for your squadron.

Secretary
Lynda Leque, SN
Special thanks to those who have made a generous commitment of time to the Secretary’s Department.
As we continue to look for ways to enhance the value or
your membership in the United States Power Squadron
and District 7, I urge you to attend our upcoming Conference, hosted by Akron Sail & Power Squadron. An awesome weekend is planned for each and every one of you!
Squadron Secretaries and Assistants, please plan to grab a
cup of coffee and attend our early morning Secretary/
Treasurers meeting at 0800 on Saturday of the Conference.
Commanders, be sure to notify your delegates of their
voting privileges at the Conference Meeting.
The following number of delegates is based on your
membership number. Commanders and SEOs are automatically delegates, as are P/D/Cs.
Akron-9
Berea-5
Cleveland-2
Kanawha-2

During ABC Classes, you have a chance to “show off” your
squadron. You should have good instructors and proctors who
can make a great impression on the students. In my opinion,
when you expose the students to more of your members, there
is a greater chance that they will be impressed with your boating knowledge and experience.

Happy recruiting!
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN
D7 Membership Chair

Save-a-Date
District 7 Cruise
MARDI GRAS
On
Middle bass island

South Hills-2
Stark-2
Ten Mile-2
Vermilion-2

Please submit the names of your squadron
delegates to Secretary Lynda Leque,
lyndaleque@sssnet.com by 20 March. You
will receive an email reminder before the
Conference.

So – take advantage of your ABC classes. You know the students are already interested in boating. Take advantage of that
and get some new members!
If you have questions about membership and the ABC classes,
give me a call or email me at bats_wings@sbcglobal.net.

Mansfield-4
Mid-Ohio-2
North Coast-4
Pittsburgh-3

Treasurer
S. Thomas Hancock, P
At year end District 7 is solvent with a treasury balance of
$26,014.58, an increase of $4.64 from the same time last
year.
2016 marked the seventh consecutive year with declining
dues receipts for D7. For the calendar year dues receipts
were $5,510, a decrease of 7.7% from 2015 and a 38.5%
decrease since 2009.This is the result of declining membership and the increase number of “Life” members. We
have received $515.00 from 24 Life member donations.
National dues will increase by $2 for Active and $3 for
Active with Family effective June 1 st. District dues will
remain unchanged at $10/Active & $15/Active w/Family.

The State of Ohio USPS license plate program is generating some extra cash. For 2016 D7 received $221.48 from
the program. By the time you read this newsletter the disbursement of $31.64 will have been sent to the Ohio
squadrons.

4-6 AUGUST 2017
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Fellow LOOPERS provided companionship, experience, and assistance when needed. Evening
“cocktails” became a great time to relax and share stories of their travels.
In mid-September Jim was diagnosed with a ¾ detached retina in his right eye. Following an
appointment with an ophthalmologist, retinal specialist, and senior surgeon, Jim had laser surgery and a gas bubble of nitrous oxide was put into his eye. On 21 September, he was cleared to
travel, but still had limited vision.
Cindy then became “Captain of the Ship” and Jim became “Captain Blye” sporting an eye patch!
Three more rental car trips to the surgeon in Illinois were made for follow-up appointments.
They traveled down the Mississippi to the Ohio & Cumberland Rivers and on to the Tenn-Tom system which creates passage to the
Gulf. Along the way, they enjoyed Chattanooga, Rock City’s caves & ledges, and New Orleans’ jazz clubs. Once they got to Mobile Bay they experienced heavy barge traffic and saw many Naval ships. At this point the boat was pulled for new bottom paint,
zincs, and wax in preparation for salt water. During their crossing of the Gulf Intra Coastal Waterway, they marveled at dolphins
doing flips and the pelicans diving for fish. The next challenge was passage across the Gulf. This was a 170 mile overnight crossing,
45-50 miles offshore that took 19 hours. After having successfully crossed, they were proud of their accomplishment!
Jim and Cindy are currently wintering in Florida. They had many family members over the holidays and have enjoyed visits from
SCPS members, Cliff & Karen Long, Bill & Vivian Wood, Tom & Joanne Hancock, Jerry & Judy Frisch, and Ed & Sue Mali. We
wish Jim and Cindy wonderful adventures and calm waters as they make plans to resume their LOOP back to their home port on
Lake Erie. For more information about their adventures or to contact them, email them at thejourney1517@yahoo.com.
French sailor Armel LeClerc’h cr ossed the finish line at 1537 (UTC),
19-Jan-2017, setting a new record for the “Around the World, Non-stop and Unassisted Sailboat Race”, called the
Mt. Everest of Sailing, at 74 days, 3 hours, 35 minutes and 46 seconds. The race began on 06-Nov-1016. The previous record was set in 2013 by Francois Gabbart. LeClerc’h broke that record by almost 4 days! LeClerc’h was the
runner-up in the last two editions of the race. Congratulations to Armel LeClerc’h on his great victory!
Submitted by P/D/C Robert Fish, SN

Meet Chief Commander Luis Ojeda, Senior Navigator
A native of Ponce, Puerto Rico, Luis Ojeda is presently the
Chief Commander of the USPS, the world’s largest recreational boating organization with nearly 30,000 members.
Luis joined the US Power Squadrons in 1988 becoming the
commander of Ponce in 1991 and advanced to be the District
commander of D/33 in the Caribbean. He also joined the
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary in 1990 becoming the
Ponce Flotilla commander in 1993.
Luis has achieved the designation of AUXOP in the Coast
Guard Auxiliary and that of Senior Navigator in the United
States Power Squadrons meaning he has taken all educational courses available in both organizations.
Luis is an avid sailor having won the Ponce Yacht club’s
Commodore’s cup four years in a row and the Discover the
Caribbean series cruising overall four times and the cruising
class five times.
He has cruised the Caribbean with his wife Dorothy aboard
their well-known converted steel boat named “CasiCasi”.
Dorothy hails from Birmingham Alabama and together they
have ten grandchildren. Dorothy is also a member of the
United States Power Squadrons and is a past commander of
the Ponce squadron.
Luis and his wife Dorothy reside in Baldwin County lower
Alabama that puts them close to Tampa and Birmingham
where all ten grandchildren live. Dorothy is now a member
of Perdido Bay while Luis maintains his membership in Ponce
D33.
Luis’ current initiatives besides his
famous “Grip and Grin” is to continue fiscal reforms, transform
USPS into the future and promote
translation of our courses into
Spanish as well as a special youth
manual and Primer.
www.usps.org

A TRIBUTE TO THREE DEDICATED D7 LADIES
Three beautiful, kind, generous and especially dedicated District 7
ladies recently passed and will be deeply missed by many in their
squadrons, District 7 and USPS.
Past District Lt Cdr Emogene Eriksson, SN, passed suddenly on 30
October 2016. She was an active member of Berea Power Squadron.
She was a Past Commander and most recently served on the D/7
Bridge as Secretary and Historian. Her husband, Ronny, SN, is a Past
Commander and active member of Berea.
In 1998, P/D/C Marion Sewell, SN, became the first female District
Commander of D7. She was a Past Commander of Berea as well as
Past District Education Officer and Past District Membership Chair.
Her husband, Doug Sewell, SN, also deceased, was a P/D/C, leading
the District in 2007-2008. Marion passed on 3 November 2016.
Cdr Barbara Fish, P, was the Mid-Ohio Valley Commander when she
passed on 14 December 2016. She recently served on the D/7 Bridge
as Assistant Secretary with Emogene. Barb was active in her community as well as her squadron, volunteering in many local and state
organizations. Her husband, Robert Fish, SN, is a P/D/C for
District 7.

You can only choose to let go,
Resisting not her many womanly charms.
But be swept up by her many facets and dimensions,
Uttering, "What an astonishing woman!"
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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*Call to the Conference Meeting*
Date: 25 March 2017D7 Spring Conference Meeting 1400-1530
Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire
District Commander Eileen Rickard, SN, encourages all members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In
accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7 Council (D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairmen,
& immediate P/D/C), each Commander & Squadron Educational Officer, the Past District Commanders of this District,
and the delegates appointed by each squadron commander.
D7 Committee Reports for the seat packet are due 10 March to the District Secretary & appropriate Bridge Officer. Please discuss any new business with the District Commander before the meeting in order to expedite business. Any motions should be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available at the meeting or from the Secretary
prior to the meeting.

2017 SPRING CONFERENCE AGENDA
Friday, 24 March –
1800 - 1900
1900 - 2400

Casual Attire/ Dress for Hospitality Suite
Meet the Chief – All Invited
Icebreaker & Hospitality Rooms

Saturday, 25 November – Day – Blazer with Polo Shirt (Uniform F optional)
Evening – Uniform A with Bow Tie or Dressy Attire
0700 - 1000
Breakfast on your own in hotel restaurant
0800 - 1200
Registration - Lobby
0800 - 0855
Squadron Officers Meetings:
Squadron Commanders and Executive Officers
Squadron Administrative Officers
Squadron Educational Officers
Squadron Secretaries and Treasurers
P/D/C breakfast meeting-reserved section of hotel restaurant
0900 - 0950

The ABCs of Overland Boat Transportation
Ian Fenberg, President and Owner of Hurricane Marine Transport

0900 - 0950

Incorporating Digital Media Library Videos into Your Classes
P/V/C Robert Brandenstein, SN

1000 - 1050

A Cruising Dream - Making a Trans-Atlantic Passage
Mike Ward, Skipper of the Westsail cutter “Seahawk”

1000 - 1050

Trailer Boat Cruising-A Journey to Superior, Wisconsin
David Guertal, P and Lori Guertal, SCPS

1100 - 1150

Town Hall Meeting with C/C Louie Ojeda, SN

1200 - 1345

Lunch and Awards

1400 - 1600

District 7 Business Meeting

1600 - 1800

Free time

1800 - 1845

Cocktail Reception – Cash Bar

1900 - 2100
2100 - ????

Dinner and Awards
Hospitality Rooms

Sunday 6 November – Casual Attire
0900 - 1000
District 7 Bridge & Squadron Commanders’ Meeting
1000 – 1200
Instructor Recertification
AKRON • BEREA • CLEVELAND • KANAWHA RIVER • MANSFIELD • MID-OHIO VALLEY
PITTSBURGH • NORTH SHORE OHIO • SOUTH HILLS • STARK COUNTY • TEN MILE • VERMILION

www.usps.org
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Dated Material

Save-a-Date

Save-a-Date

24 — 26 March 2017

United States Power Squadron’s

District 7 Spring Conference

Fall Governing Board

Akron Sail and Power Squadron

10—17 September 2017

Clarion Hotel, Hudson, OH

Dallas, Texas

Hosted by
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