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2. Berea

3. Cleveland

V/C Louie Ojeda, SN
Will be joining us at the Fall Conference

4. Kanawha River

5. Mansfield

6. Mid-Ohio Valley

7. Pittsburgh

8. Rocky River

9. South Hills

10. Stark County

11. Ten Mile

12. Vermilion

National Executive Officer for 2014, V/C Ojeda and his wife Dorothy (Dot) live in
a small community in Southwest Georgia on the shores of Lake Seminole. They
built their own home in steel out of habit of watching for hurricanes when they
lived in Puerto Rico.
He joined the Ponce Power Squadron (D/33) in 1988. He served on the Squadron
Bridge in various leadership positions becoming Commander in 1991. He then
served on the District Bridge as Treasurer and became Commander in 1997.
Throughout his squadron career he has taught every course from Basic Boating to
Junior Navigator and several electives. He has earned 23 merit marks at all levels of
USPS.
At the National level he has been an aide to 5 Chief Commanders, served on the
Governing Board, Planning, Membership, Meetings and Member Benefits as the
Rear Commander. As the Chair of the Ad Hoc Vessel Safety Check committee, he
organized and created the program from its inception ending as the Rear Commander of a successful program.
He joined the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in 1990 and served in several positions beginning as a Flotilla Commander,
Division vice-Captain and eventually as the Chief of the VSC Technical Division as part of the National Staff. He
was also a Vessel Examiner, a Qualification Examiner a Coxswain and holds an AUXOP designation having taken
all the educational courses in the Auxiliary.
A Mechanical Engineer by profession from Penn State, he owned several companies in Puerto Rico in the steel construction and electrical supply and design. Louie served for four years in the US Air Force as a non commissioned
officer and was on their rifle team. He has also served on the Board of Directors of two private schools and the Ponce
Yacht Club. He was the honorary Mayor of Coral Bay, St John USVI, because of his humanitarian effort after hurricanes Marilyn and Luis.
Dot worked for McGriff, Seibels and Williams as the Marine Underwriter for St. Paul/Travelers USPS boat insurance
program. She was a public speaker for the insurance industry and taught several marine related classes to large corporations. She has earned 17 merit marks working in all positions at Squadron level, as a Chief Commander‟s aide for 8
years and National Member Benefits. She is presently on the Social Committee and the Ship‟s Store.
Together they share a love for sailing, fishing and diving in the Caribbean and the US. They recently sold their sailboat after their move to Georgia but presently own a bass boat, a pontoon boat for their seven grandchildren and a
twin engine ocean-going offshore fishing boat. Louie has raced sailboats since he was a teenager and has
accumulated a large collection of trophies.
Louie and Dot have a blended family that includes four children and seven grandchildren. They are divided between
Tampa and Birmingham. They drive over two thousand miles per month doing Squadron business and visiting grandchildren and enjoy many water sports with them.
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District Commander
Michael A. Siwek, SN

Commander
D/C Michael A. Siwek, SN
484 5th Ave.
Mansfield, Oh 44905-1943
(419-526-0534)
masiwek@richnet.net

Having just returned from the Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, it was my pleasure to represent District 7 at this
meeting.
I wish to thank all the members of District 7 who attended this meeting, and congratulations to all who were
elected or appointed to National positions at the meeting.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C David Bialorucki, SN
2548 W. 37th St.
Lorain, Oh 44053-2304
(440-282-2282)
taxi60@hotmail.com

This will conclude my year as your District Commander,
and I wish to thank all the Bridge members, Committee
members and Squadron Commanders who helped make
this year a success. Thank you all.
Thanks also, to all the Squadrons who made me feel welcome and at home during your Change of Watch last
spring. I look forward to the upcoming Change of Watch
events this spring, and I wish the best for all the incoming
Squadron Commanders and Bridge Officers for a successful year.

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C John Whiteley, SN
5 Meadow Wood Estates
Scott Depot, WV 25560
(304-437-3321)

The Summer Cruise “River‟s, Locks & Dams” was a
great success and well attended by D/7 members. I always look forward to the summer cruises on the river.
Thanks to the host squadron, Mid-Ohio Valley Sail &
Power Squadron, and especially P/D/C Bob Fish, SN and
D/1st/Lt Barbara Fish, P for their hard work in making the
Summer Cruise a great success.

whitely@mctc.edu

Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Eileen Rickard, SN
8076 Priem Rd.
Strongsville, Oh 44149
(440-238-1909)
daverik93@gmail.com

The District 7 Fall Conference held at Stonewall Resorts
in Roanoke WV was also a huge success. Thanks to everyone who attended this event. Thanks also to the host
squadrons, Mid-Ohio Valley Sail & Power Squadron and
Kanawha River Power Squadron for all their hard work
and everyone else who was involved in making this Conference a success.

Secretary
D/Lt/C Emogene L. Eriksson, SN
13168 Northpointe Circle
Strongsville, Oh 44136
(440-457-7386)
emoeriks@gmail.com

One major thing we accomplished this year was the completion of the Ohio License Plate program. The Ohio license plate with the USPS logo is now available for purchase at Ohio Department of Motor Vehicle offices.

Treasurer
D/Lt/C Martin W. Beech, SN
2431 Farmstead Rd.
Richfield, Oh 44286-9376
(330-618-7799)
mwbeech@hotmail.com

Save-a-Date
23—25 October, 2015
District 7 Fall Conference
Hosted by

Newsletter Editor

Mansfield Power Squadron

P/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

Kalahari Resorts
Sandusky, Ohio
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My thanks to the Mansfield Power Squadron who initiated this program and also to everyone who helped collect signatures or helped in any way with this program. It
was a long time coming, but we did not give up.

Come to the
2014 D/7 Fall Conference
7-9 November

Enjoy the Hospitality
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Awards received by District 7 are as follows:
Leadership Development Program Award for outstanding
performance in Leadership Training, District 7, Third place
among all Districts.

Renew Friendships
Make New Friends
See you soon!
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At the Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, District 7 received many awards. It was my pleasure to accept these
awards on behalf of District 7 at the Thursday evening
Awards Banquet.

This year has been a very busy one for me, I attended
many Squadron Change of Watches several rendezvous
along with the USS Cod Memorial, the Boating and Fishing Fest in Cleveland, the Governing Board meeting in
Arlington, VA and the Annual meeting in Jacksonville,
Fla.

Vessel Safety Check Program, District 7, Fourth place among
all Districts.
National Communications Committee Awards, District 7
USPS Website Award

At the Annual meeting C/C Robert Baldridge, SN told us
that there were 32,216 members in USPS. Since the numbers are falling it is putting a lot of pressure on the USPS
to maintain what we do for our members and the public.
There is a push for a new District, District 50, to aid our
off continental Squadrons such as Japan, Alaska, these
Squadrons will be governed by the National.

National Communications Committee Award, District 7
USPS Publications Award.
USPS Educational Fund, Certificate of Merit, District 7
Honor Roll Award.

Also at the Annual Meeting, I was presented with the
Squadron Awards for Vessel Safety Checks, and Publication Awards. These will be given to the individual squadrons at the Spring Conference.

There is also a resolution to upgrade the Educational Development program.
We voted to add a fourth year for the Orlando Annual
meeting. USPS moved the Governing Board meeting in
San Diego back one week, to August 23 - 30, 2015, due
to a problem with the hotel.

Congratulations to the Pittsburgh Power Squadron for
receiving the Brunswick Advantage Platinum Award at
the Annual Meeting. Pittsburgh Power Squadron placed
first among all squadrons in the Brunswick Advantage
program. The Platinum Award comes with a check for
$1000.00 Congratulations!

Membership Benefits added three new vendors to their
list:
Solute Coffee is an online company that offers a 20%
rebate back to the Squadrons on all sales.
WOW Training Aides can be used for the classes we
teach.
Another new benefit for squadron members is provided
by American Hearing Aides.
All these vendors can be found in the Member Benefits
page. The current benefit program will not change for
our present members. There will be a new benefit program for all new members. More information will be
discussed at the conference.

Looking forward to seeing all of you at the upcoming
Spring Conference, 20-22 March 2015 hosted by the
Rocky River Sail & Power Squadron.
Consider this as my personal invitation to attend this
Conference.
Best wishes to the new District Bridge for a successful
year!

Executive Officer
David A. Bialorucki, SN

Pittsburgh Power Squadron won top honors from the
Brunswick Corp for having the most boating classes at
Brunswick Dealers.

Here we are with another Change of Watch, it's hard to
believe that a year has gone by, where did it go?

USPS Educational Fund had only seven (7) Districts out
of thirty- three (33) that attained 100% participation. D7
was one of the Squadrons.

First I would like to thank all the committee chairs and all
the members who worked for the betterment of D7.
THANK YOU

Hope to see you at the Spring Conference to be held at
the Holiday Inn in Independence, Ohio on Rockside Rd.
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Administrative Officer
Eileen Rickard, SN

Educational Officer
John Whiteley, SN

Starting 1 February, squadrons have a new choice when
signing up new members who have passed the ABC3
course. Most of the squadrons in District 7 already take
advantage of the ability to offer ABC3 graduates a 6month free membership. Now they can offer these graduates 1½ years of USPS membership for the price of one
year. This would allow the squadron and USPS at a
whole to collect needed funds when the new member first
joins and still provide a premium benefit for the ABC3
graduate.

How many times have you heard a boater say, “I don‟t
need to wear a lifejacket – I‟m a good swimmer” and
then you heard one of our knowledgeable members reply,
“But what if you hit your head and are knocked unconscious when you go into the water?”
Wrong Answer!
Recent studies have shown that the primary purpose of a
lifejacket is to buy you time so that you can be rescued.
Here‟s what happens when you unexpectedly enter the
water:
It was a beautiful summer day on Lake Tahoe. The air
temperature was 75 degrees and the water about 60 degrees on the surface. It was his first time on a stand-up
paddleboard, or SUP, and he knew he was supposed to
carry a lifejacket. So he tied it to the top of the board with
the leash that should have gone around his ankle. About
50 yards off the beach he lost his balance, fell off the
SUP and drowned instantly.

Your squadron needs to decide if and how they wish to
take advantage of this new choice. A squadron may offer
any of the following to ABC3 graduates:
Only the 6-month free membership
Only the 1½ year membership for the price of 1 year
Both the 6-month free membership and the 1½ year membership for the price of 1 year
Neither the 6-month or 1½ year options, but only a regular
one-year membership

What happened? How can someone drown so fast without even struggling to swim on the surface? Witnesses
said he didn‟t hit his head, so what happened?

What should your squadron do to gain the most members
from your ABC3 classes?
Decide on your approach and how you will sell the choice(s)
you offer
Actively sell the choice(s) you offer to the ABC3 students
throughout their class and close the sale on the night of
the test
Work to get these new members involved in your squadron
Follow up when these new members are reaching their
membership renewal time, whether it is at 6 months, a
year, or a year and a half.

What he likely experienced was cold shock response, the
first stage of cold-water immersion. The sudden fall into
cold water made him gasp underwater. Aspirating water
he began choking, probably panicked and, sinking into
even colder deep water, made ineffective, frantic movements with his arms, which had been momentarily
stunned by the cold water. He wasn‟t wearing a lifejacket
and he died without ever surfacing.
That “gasp reflex” is one we all have experienced either
in a cold shower or jumping into a cold pool. And “cold”
means water less than 70 degrees. According to the U.S.
Water Fitness Association swimming pool water should
be 80 to 90 degrees. Our body temperature is 98.6 degrees. It‟s no wonder we gasp when the water is 60 degrees! And in winter these symptoms are only made
worse by colder water.
There is more research on the Cold Water Boot Camp
USA website, but they summarized the three stages of
cold water immersion with the 1-10-1 Principle:
• 1: Cold Shock (first minute)
Gasp reflex (inhaling or aspirating up to
a quart of water if underwater
Hyperventilation (rapid, uncontrolled,
ineffective breathing)
Drowning if you can‟t calm yourself.
• 10: Cold Incapacitation (after 10 minutes or more, if
able to survive cold shock)
Loss of muscle dexterity (can‟t get back
in the boat, operate radio, etc

USPS has recently implemented a new public-facing
website. Its purpose is to better sell the United States
Power Squadrons to the general boating public. Concerned how these changes will impact the business you
need to do on the committee pages you work with? Don‟t
worry. The changeover should be easy.
First of all, the web pages maintained by committees will
take time to be moved to the look and feel of the new
website. They will be migrated one at a time as the development is done. In the meantime there are three easy
ways to get to the pages you need. On the home page,
www.usps.org, first click Member Site on the top bar and
then log in with your membership number and password.
Then choose one of the following from the top bar:
Site Index – Takes you to the site index you are used to
Old Web Site – Takes you to the old USPS home page
and the navigation you are used to
Highlight Departments, then choose the department name
for the department home page or the page of the appropriate committee
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Swim failure (can‟t swim, no longer a
“strong swimmer”)
Drowning if not rescued
• 1: Hypothermia (after one hour or more)
Only if wearing a lifejacket.
Now let‟s pair this research with a new slogan to promote
lifejackets:
“A Lifejacket Buys You Time.”
1: Cold Shock
“A lifejacket buys you time to catch your breath.”
10: Cold Incapacitation
“A lifejacket buys you time to rescue yourself”
1: Hypothermia (only after an hour or more)
“A lifejacket buys you time to wait for rescue.”
Still not convinced?
A week after the man on the SUP drowned on Lake Tahoe a 17-year old boy drowned on the same lake. He was
with a bunch of friends who all begin to panic in the cold
water while swimming 25 yards back to their boat from a
small island. While rescuers from the boat tried to get
lifejackets to the boys the 17-year old drowned. He experienced swim failure caused by cold incapacitation.
So let‟s change the conversation about lifejackets using
what we know about cold water immersion: “That water
is cold and will make you gasp if you fall in. Wear a lifejacket because a Lifejacket Buys You Time.”
Time to catch your breath (1 minute)
Time to rescue yourself (10 minutes)
Time to wait for rescue (1 hour or more)
From an article originally written by Paul Newman,
11th Coast Guard District Recreational Boating Safety
Specialist.

you do your job as secretary. For the member only section,
you do need a login and password.
The Communication committee has useful information
and criteria for creating websites and for publishing newsletters. The communication committee is found on the
national website under the members only section.
Here you will find resources like the editor‟s guide, images sources and forms used to evaluate publications and
websites for the Distinctive Communicator Award.
To be eligible for these awards squadron editors and webmasters need to know their assigned advisers and be familiar with the evaluation criteria. The Distinctive Communicator Award evaluation is from 1 January to 31 December
for newsletters and 1 January and to November 30 for
websites.
Newsletters can be submitted electronically or sent by
snail mail to P/C Vicky Jefferis 179 Saint Andrews Glen,
Waverly, GA 31565. Her email address is vickyjefferis@bellsouth.net. The advisor for the websites is Lt
William Quick, 5402Overland Trail, N. Charleston, SC
29420-9024. His email address is wwq@swq.com.
To report merits marks and record your squadron history,
use DB2000. You will need to request the DB2000 from
National. You will need your squadron „s user password.
Merit marks are due to National by November 15 each
year. Merits marks are to be submitted
With the Watch Year ending you will need to file a historian report electronically. In the report you will list the
officers, activities, and any important event that have happened to the Squadron during the watch year. The Historian Report is due thirty days after the Change of Watch.

Secretary
Emogene L. Eriksson, SN

It has been my pleasure to serve as District Secretary for
the past three years. I wish the best for the new District
Secretary and District Bridge for the coming year.

See you at Conference!

The weather may be cold outside but I for one am looking forward to the 2015 Spring Conference to see old
friends. This is my last newsletter as District Secretary.
The most important job of the Secretary‟s Department is
communication.
The Secretary‟s department does this through the websites and newsletter.

Treasurer
Martin W. Beech, SN
All is well with D7 finances. Our revenues are better now
than three years ago. National is doing well also. After
losing money for five years, 2013 turned a profit of
$377k with 2014 $186k higher. This is a big change from
previous years that produced continually declining revenues. The turnaround is due to cuts in expenses and revenues from the sale of online courses. As always close
monitoring of our revenues and expenses throughout the
year will be key to our success.

The Secretary‟s department also records the history of the
squadrons as well as submits merit Marks for members
who have provided a service to their Squadrons or District via DB2000.
Here is some helpful information as well as important
dates to remember for the coming year.
USPS has improve their website. The website is divided
into to parts, a public section which does not require a
login and password. The other part of the website is for
members only and contains valuable information to help
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Call To Conference
Date 21 March 2015
D7 Spring Conference Meeting 1400-1600
Uniform-USPS Polo Shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire

District Commander Michael Siwek, SN encourages all members of the conference to be present at this meeting. In accordance with the By-Laws of District 7,
the members are the D/7 council members (D7 Bridge and the General Committees‟ Chairman), each Squadron Educational Officer, the Past District Commanders, and delegates appointed by each squadron.
D7 Committee Reports are due 6 March to the District Secretary & appropriate
Bridge Officer.
Please discuss any new business items with the District Commander before the
meeting in order to expedite business. Any motions should be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available at the meeting or from the District Secretary.
District 7, United States Power Squadrons
Spring Council Meeting Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Spring Meeting of
The District 7 Council will be held by telephone
Conference call.
When Monday, 23 February 2015 at 2000
Connection Information:
Toll Free Dial In Number 916-558-7514 Pin #202313
Agenda:
Items for the Council Meeting need to be sent to the District Commander Michael Siwek, SN
by 13 February 2015.
It is a very important meeting. Questions or can‟t attend? Please contact me.
emoeriks@gmail.com
D/Lt/C Emogene Eriksson,SN
District Secretary
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D/7 Rocks Las Vegas

Spring Conference 2015
Presented by Rocky River Sail & Power Squadron
20-22 March 2015
The Holiday Inn – Cleveland South
Join Rocky Sail & Power Squadron for One Rockin‟ Party As We Dazzle the District.
From our Friday Night D/7 Casino to the Magic of the Strip, we promise you a spectacular
weekend!
Friday night takes us to The Venetian, our casino & hotel for the weekend where you‟re invited
to gamble the night away…play money, of course…dine at The Venetian Buffet, share the entertainment in the Casino and…you may win a prize. As the Casino closes, One Rockin‟ Party
begins as Squadron Hospitality Suites open giving you the opportunity to share the fun and
food of four Vegas Casinos.
Saturday dawns with Squadron and District Officers Meetings, Keynote and guest speakers,
seminars and the Spring D/7 Conference Meeting. We share lunch in The Venetian Buffet in
the Impulse Lounge. We celebrate Change of Watch where we will toast our outgoing Bridge
and welcome the 2015-16 Bridge with a Cocktail Party, Vegas style, dinner, presentation of
awards, Change of Watch, Raffle Time and one last farewell to Las Vegas and much, much
more!
You are invited to share with us and all of D/7 this awesome weekend and to meet our very
special Chief‟s Reps, V/C Louie and Dot Ojeda. Send your reservations for both The Holiday
Inn and the Conference, which are published elsewhere in this issue of the D/7 News, as soon
as you can.
We look forward to seeing all of you!
P/R/C Liz Glassell, AP
Conference Chair

Save-a-Date

Save-a-Date

Fall Governing Board

2016 Annual Meeting of USPS

25-30 August 2015

14-21 February

Manchester Grand Hyatt
San Diego, CA

Rosen Center
Orlando, Florida
-7-

District 7 News -- Spring 2015

-8-

District 7 News -- Spring 2015

-9-

District 7 News -- Spring 2015

Spring Conference Schedule
Hosted by Rocky River Sail & Power Squadron
20-22 March, 2015
Friday, 20 March
Casual Attire
1200-1900 Registration
1200-2130 Chinese Auction Ticket Sales
1800
First Timers Meet in Hotel Lobby
1900-2130 Ice Breaker
2145-???? Hospitality Suites
Saturday, 21 March
Day- Blazer with Polo Shirt (Uniform F Optional)
Evening, Uniform A with bowtie or appropriate attire
0730-1200 Registration
0800-1700 Chinese Auction Ticket Sales
0700-0800 Breakfast on your own
0800-0900 Squadron Officers Meeting with D/7 Bridge
Squadron Commanders
Squadron Executive Officers and Administrative Officers
Squadron Educational Officers
Squadron Secretaries and Treasurers
P/D/C Breakfast
0900-1100 Seminar, Mastering the Rules of the Road, D/Lt/C John Whiteley, SN
1000-1100 Homeland Security Seminar on Border Crossing, Jimmy Wray,
CBP Officer
1100-1200 Town Hall Meeting with “Grip & Grin” V/C Louie Ojeda SN,
National Executive Officer
1200-1345 Lunch and Awards
1400-1600 Spring Conference Business Meeting & Election of Officers
1800-1845 Cocktail Reception with Cash Bar
1900-2130 Dinner, Awards and Change of Watch
2130-???? Hospitality Suites
Sunday, 22 March
Casual Attire
0900-1000 District 7 Bridge and Squadron Commanders Meeting with
V/C Louie Ojeda SN

AKRON • BEREA • CLEVELAND • KANAWHA RIVER • MANSFIELD • MID-OHIO VALLEY
PITTSBURGH • ROCKY RIVER • SOUTH HILLS • STARK COUNTY • TEN MILE • VERMILION
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PLEASE RETURN TO:

NON-PROFIT-ORG
U.S. Postage

United States Power Squadron
13168 Northpointe Circle
Strongsville, Ohio 44136

PAID
Permit No. 1385
Akron, OH

Dated Material

Come to the D7 Summer Cruise
July 31, Aug1 & 2 , 2015
We will cruise to Gilligan's Island(aka Mid Bass Island)
To Renew Friendships
To Make New Friendships
To Stay for the Fun
Don't worry you won't be stranded
There is always the ferry to Put In Bay Island and Home
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