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If you weren’t there, you missed a beautiful day on the water with fun at Put-inBay followed by a picnic supper at Sandusky Yacht Club. We hope next year you’ll
be able to attend the rendezvous—-wherever it may be.
Any ideas on that?
Relive the memories from the rendezvous and
find familiar faces in the pictures scattered throughout this issue.
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District 7 Bridge

District Commander
Barbara Spraggins, SN

Commander
D/C Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr
Seven Hills OH 44131-29196
Cell 216-970-3508
barb6195@cox.net

As I write this article, Labor Day is around the corner and fall is in
the air. As much as I love the boating season and the warm summer temperatures, fall is my favorite season, with the pumpkin
and mums and all the fall colors (except for the falling leaves I
must clean up), in addition to pumpkin pie and pumpkin spice
coffee and candy apples.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St, NW
Massillon OH 44646-1407
Cell 330-844-0726
lyndaleque@sssnet.com

Wayne and I will be attending the Governing Board Meeting in
Louisville, Kentucky along with Lynda and Ken Leque, Larry and
Peggy Spraggins, Liana Mihalca and Craig Fraser, and Tom and
Joanne Hancock from your District Bridge. There will be a lot of
information to pass along to you after we return from the
meeting.

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107
Cell 216-905-7234
jmason1626@cox.net

Summer of 2019 has been a busy one for D/7. D/7 was well represented at the Memorial Day Ceremony on the USS COD. D/7
had a booth at the Tall Ships Festivities, chaired by Cdr Harry
Barnes, AP. In addition, the D/7 Cruise was well attended with
109 member & guests aboard Goodtime I and 85 of us were
treated royally by Sandusky Yacht Club for dinner. Although the
Goodtime I was not able to dock at Kelleys Island as planned, I
think a good time was had by all at Put-In-Bay. The D/7 Cruise
was chaired by D/Lt/C Larry Spraggins, AP.

Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Larry Spraggins, AP
508 Ledge Rd
Macedonia, OH 44056-1022
Home 330-467-1323
Cell 330-840-4450
biglar43@aol.com
Secretary
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com

Treasurer
D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN
3320 Hillcrest Dr
Norton OH 44203-5101
Home 330-825-3659
lmihalca@neo.rr.com

Many thanks to NCO Commander Harry Barnes, AP, for leading
the D7 booth at the Cleveland Tall Ships Festival.
Photo courtesy of D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN

Fall Conference is fast approaching; the conference will be held
at the Holiday Inn, Independence, Ohio the weekend of November 1-3. Your conference chairs, Kathy Barber and Wayne Spraggins, and their committees have been hard at work. The theme
for this conference is District 7 and College Football.

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
www.usps.org

Finally, I want to thank each member of D/7 for their efforts this
year and encourage you to continue your support of D/7. We ARE
America’s Boating Club.
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ODNR Designates Lake Erie Islands
as 12th State Water Trail

Executive Officer
Lynda Leque, SN

8/6/2019 Ohio DNR in Watercraft State Parks

GO TEAM!!! With “College Football Teams” as our 2019 Fall
Conference theme, it makes me think of our District and Squadrons as “teams”. As a District or Squadron, setting goals is not
the main thing. It is deciding as a team how you will go about
achieving and staying with a plan. Good teams don’t happen by
accident: strong leadership, adaptability, a diverse make-up,
effective communication and skilled conflict management are
usually involved in creating successful teams. Has your squadron set goals to build membership and encourage involvement?

PUT-IN-BAY, OH – Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) Director Mary Mertz designated the Lake Erie Islands Water Trail as Ohio’s 12th state water trail in a ceremony today. The trail consists of five separate sections
totaling more than 50 miles around North Bass, Middle
Bass and South Bass islands, Kelleys Island and along the
mainland shorelines of Catawba Island and East Harbor
State Park.
“The Lake Erie Islands join a diverse set of trails across
Ohio that offer exceptional opportunities for Ohioans to see
and explore our state from the water,” said Mertz. “These
trails bring communities together, encourage environmental
awareness and provide opportunities for people of all ages
to be active and get outdoors.”

Here are some things to consider: Build on what you’ve had
success with, such as boating classes, events, social activities,
speakers and programs. Promote your “team” through social
media and word-of-mouth. Connect with local businesses, yacht
clubs, and marine dealers to promote classes and activities. Join
forces with your local USCG-Auxiliary for vessel safety checks
and events. Volunteer to work the boat show booths to promote your classes and activities. Join teams from other squadrons to set up joint events, classes, or social activities. Get involved on the District and National level to keep up-to-date on
The Put-In-Bay Township Park District led efforts to create
marketing strategies, membership promotions, and achieve- the water trail with assistance from the National Park Serment awards. Together we can and will achieve success!
vice Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program;
Ohio Sea Grant; ODNR; Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. ODNR will
be providing $4,500 for trail brochures and signage.
Visitors to the trail, including paddlers, anglers and nature
enthusiasts, will find spectacular views of the scenic, rocky
shorelines of the Lake Erie Islands and ways to explore
these areas from a unique perspective.
For safety reasons, trail users are advised against paddling
between islands. ODNR recommends that visitors check
weather conditions before getting on the water and always
wear a life jacket. Please visit watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/
paddlingsafety for more information.
Ohio’s diverse system of water trails is statewide and includes the Great Miami, Kokosing, Mahoning, Maumee,
Muskingum and Olentangy rivers. Some of the rivers are
wild and natural, while others, like the Olentangy, travel
through urban areas. Information about state water trails
can be found at watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/watertrails

All Executive Officers are encouraged to attend the Executive
Officer’s meeting on Saturday of the Fall Conference at 0800.
Bring your cup of coffee and come prepared to share, vent, highlight and work as a team to set goals for the coming year!

www.usps.org
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Mark your calendar
United States Power Squadron's
Annual Meeting
9-16 February 2020
Ponte Vedra, FL
Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT)
D7 use of BSVT
D7 is currently housing unit #11 in Canton at Bob Ball’s store.
Thanks to P/D/C Bob Ball, SN, for volunteering.

Anyone wishing to utilize a unit must request it from Headquarters on the USPS website at this link www.usps.org/php/bsvt/ .
You need to reserve the unit at least 30 days prior to when you
wish to use it. Unless the unit has already been sent to another
area, you will receive notice that your
request has been processed and accepted. You will then need to make
arrangements with Bob to pick the
unit up in Canton and return it to him.
Many of you have used the trainer at
Boat Shows, but there are many uses
in classes. Come to Fall Conference
and hear Stf/C Eileen Rickard, SN and P/D/C Jane Brandenstein,
SN show how it can be used in this manner. We plan to have
the unit at Conference to demonstrate. We also have a tablet to
gather information from users and will demonstrate its use.
See you at Conference!!!
P/D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN
Please submit the names of your squadron delegates to Secretary Jan Vitucci-Ehrman at jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
You will receive an email reminder before the Conference.
www.usps.org
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Educational Officer
James Mason, SN
Jump Start Program Notes.
America’s Boating Club” has developed “The Jump Start Program” which provides a framework for the members of “North
Coast Ohio Sail & Power Squadron” to provide one-on-one training for boat owners that would like to become more confident in
their boat. Unlike the VSC Program that started almost 20 years ago, the Jump Start Program started last year.
So, I thought it would be interesting to compare last year’s numbers (up to Sept 1st) with this year:
Last year we had 26 boaters signed up to date, this year we have 46 in my database
Last year we completed 19 classes to date and this year we have already done 27, with about 2 weeks left in the season

Some of this year’s Stats:
Our first Jump Start class was on May 16th and we have been averaging just over 2 classes a week:
We have 7 Instructors: Harry Barnes, Jim Holcepl, Dave Kinkaid, Jon Paulus, Ralph Schaefer, Bob Thompson & Mike Zavasnik
(Ralph Schaefer is helping us from the Vermilion Power Squadron)
Docking by far is the # 1 request for a Jump Start class
3/4 of all Jump Start referrals come from local marinas
Type of Boats: 24 Single Screw, 11 Twin and 1 Sailboat. (Single & Twin screws were 50/50 last year)
Education: 21 have taken no classes, 9 on-line and 5 from our ABC Classes.
Recruitment Referrals: 2 to Akron, 4 to Berea, 11 to NCO, 6 to Vermilion, 2 to Pittsburgh, 1 to Mansfield
NCO did sign up one couple as new members last year who, this year, became the leader in our squadron in completing VSCs.

I just encourage all squadrons to give the Jump Start Program a try.
It is safe
It is fun
It is worth the effort

Co-Op Charting.

As noted in my spring conference reports, I was going to attempt to perform Co-Op Charting during Jump Start Classes. Since I
am not the instructor, just a ride along, I was hoping that the C-Op charting could be completed without interfering with the class.
The Jump Start Class technically eliminates one of the larger hurdles that prevented me from performing Co-Op Charting in the
past: Having access to a boat. With the help of Tom and Joanne Hancock, I was able to prepare Light Lists and produce corresponding charts in the area of each Jump Start Class in advance. Knowing which lights would be available during the Jump Start
Class made this process extremely easy. I was able to report 12 buoys for Tom and the Co-Op Charting Program.

New, On-Line ED80 Forms.
As the D7 Conference gets closer, it will be time to start thinking about filling out the ED80 for your Educational Department for
next year’s bridge. Note that this year, all ED80 forms will be completed online. I will have a copy of this procedure for you at
the SEO Meeting, Saturday morning.
Location of ED 80 Form:
www.usps.org , then log in
Go to Departments , Education Department, SEO / DEO Tools
On left side click on SEO tools,
Under the “Administrative Function” (at the bottom) select SEO/DEO Tools
Log in
The blue square buttons – click on “SEO / DEO Specific Tools”
Select the line: “Nomination of SEO/ASEO or DEO/ADEO” – online ED80
The form will come up with the current information.
www.usps.org
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(Continued from page 5)

Fill in COW date, then SEO, ASEO and Chair of Nom Com Members’ Number
When done click: “Generate Form” and that should do it.
The form will automatically be sent to the DEO, who will then sign it.
Once the DEO Signs it, it will automatically be sent to the NEO.

New “Boat Handling Course” debuted last September in a Pilot Program.
It will eventually replace the “Seamanship 2016” Course. I encourage all SEO’s to contact National and be part of this Pilot Program. The students will get the same credit as if they took Seamanship. National would like to hear the feedback from the instructors.

Boat Handling will debut as a single course, comprised of six two-hour sessions:
 Rules of the Road – A Practical Approach
 Confidence in Docking and Undocking – Slow-Speed Maneuvering
 Boating with Confidence – Handling Your Boat Underway
 Anchoring with Assurance – Don’t Get Carried Away
 Emergencies on Board – Preparation for Handling Common Problems
 Knots and Line Handling – The Knots You Need to Know

Final Notes:
We will have a Chapman Award candidate this year. All of the Chapman Award Documentation has been sent off to National for
their review.
List of Certified Instructors that have been approved to teach ABC Courses will be available at the Saturday Morning SEO Meeting.
Hope to see all of the D7 SEO’s at the Saturday morning SEO meeting. I have a lot of information to pass on. Look forward to seeing everyone.

*Call to the Conference Meeting*

Conference Attire

Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire

Friday Night:
Favorite collegiate team shirt

Date: 2 November 2019
D7 Spring Conference Meeting 1400-1530

Saturday Daytime :
USPS polos shirts or other appropriate attire
Saturday Evening:

District Commander, Barbara Spraggins, SN, encourages all
members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In
accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the
D7 Council (defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee
Chairs, immediate P/D/C and each squadron Commander) and
Squadron Educational Officers, the Past District Commanders
of this district, and the delegates appointed by each squadron
commander.

Blazer, or appropriate dressy attire.

CLEVELAND BOAT SHOW
16-20 Janauary 2020

D7 Committee Reports for the seat packet are due 15 March to
the District Secretary and appropriate Bridge Officer. Please
discuss any new business with the District Commander before
the meeting in order to expedite business. Any motion should
be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available at the
meeting or from the Secretary prior to the meeting.
www.usps.org

I-X Center
Near Cleveland-Hopkins Airport
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Administrative Officer
Larry Spraggins, AP
Fall Conference
Putting together a conference for our District is no small task. It
takes many hours, phone calls, emails and meetings to take care
of all the details. The Fall Conference, which will be held 1 November through 3 November at the Holiday Inn in Independence, Ohio, is no exception. Kathy Barber and Wayne Spraggins
and their committee have worked tirelessly taking care of all the
details so we can have a fun, productive conference. Join us on
Friday evening at the Ice Breaker where we can show our support for our favorite college teams while reconnecting with our
friends. There will be educational seminars and business
meetings on Saturday to help us keep our boating skills current
and to manage the business side of the organization. The conference concludes with a Saturday evening banquet where we
will enjoy a scrumptious dinner and music entertainment. Look
for the registration form in this edition of the District 7 News.

USPS Member Benefits
Members of USPS enjoy many benefits, starting with basic and
advanced boater education, social events, fun on the water and
community. It’s good to remind ourselves, and prospective
members, that we can access financial benefits, too.
As a member of USPS, you can get Insurance discounts with such
providers as BoatUS, Travelers, USPS Boat Insurance Program,
and VPI Pet Insurance. Marine benefits are available from Sea
Tow, Rigid Boats, GPS for Mariners, Fugawi Navigational Software, Hamilton Marine and C-Map, to name a few. Travel benefits are available from Avis, Budget, Motel 6, Wyndham Hotels and there are more on this list. Health Benefits include Life Line
Screening and the USPS Prescription Savings Card. Goods and
Services is another benefit category, with Life Lock, Office
Depot/Office Max and SmartPlug as examples.

It pays to check the member benefits page occasionally, and
watch the announcements in ‘USPS Members News’ emails. For
instance, Boatfix.co (not .com) is a fairly new partner, offering
$20 off the one-time Boat Fix membership fee of $149. In fact,
it’s such a new partner that it has not yet been posted on the
D/7 Annual Rendezvous
Member Benefits site! The service uses a remote device to monitor your boat (think of your home security system), with a
On Aug. 3, the D/7 tried a different type of event for the annual
24/7/365 response center that also provides telephone access
cruise. Rather than a boating weekend, 109 members and
to Boat Fix technicians who can advise you on mechanical probguests sailed on the Goodtime I out of Sandusky to Put-In-Bay
lems.
Island. The stop at Kelley’s Island was cancelled due to high water at the dock area. The group was able to stay for 4 hours on
To check out the list, follow the link from the USPS member benPut-In-Bay and enjoy the beautiful weather, scenery around the
efits page. To get to that page, log in at usps.org; the link to the
island and partake in the eating and drinking establishments on
Member Benefits page will appear at the top left-hand side of
the island. Some of the group actually found time to shop at the
the Members Home page.
stores on the island. Upon our return to Sandusky, 88 members
of the group enjoyed a delicious picnic of hamburgers, hotdogs,
Respectfully submitted,
and brats with all the trimmings at the nearby Sandusky Yacht
P/C Cathe Radabaugh, N
Club. Not only was the weather beautiful but reconnecting with
D/7 Membership Benefits
old friends, meeting new friends and enjoying our “treasure” on
Lake Erie made the event very memorable.

www.usps.org
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Membership
New Member Recruiting – USPS Courses
The Fall and Spring semesters are ideal times to attract members who want to improve their boating skills. We (Akron) promote our Advanced and Elective classes to members and nonmembers alike – and charge a premium of $75 to non-members.
We generally get 4-5 non-member students each semester, and
almost all of them join, so they can take additional classes (we
let them apply $65 of the premium to membership dues.)

Did you know that

the USPS Public website
(Americasboatingclub.org) helps non-members find a list of the
boating classes near them? Click on – “Find a Course Near You”,
which finds courses within a radius of a person’s zip code. In
order to benefit from this link, your SEO must enter the course
information on the ED-800 system.
Also, don’t forget to publicize your ABC classes – we start ours in
February, after the I-X Boat Show. ABC students are a great
source of new members. In the last 12 months, 17 new D7
members took the “18 month membership” option. They joined
after passing ABC, paying one year’s dues and getting 18 months
of membership. It’s a great deal for them.
Since last August, D7 also had 15 reinstatements. These are
members who were “non-renewals” for at least one year, then
renewed last year. Sometimes, they just forget to renew. National will send them a dues reminder for two years after they
don’t renew. It’s important for you to contact your “nonrenewals,” to make sure they haven’t overlooked the renewal
notice.

A new version of the Membership Application
(MemCom1) is now available. Go to the member’s website
(www.usps.org), and look under Site Index -> Forms. The
primary difference from the old form (issued in 2011) relates
to our new “America’s Boating Club” terminology and references the new (non-member) web site.
Please use the new form.

New Web Site
By the time you read this, a new “America's Boating Club Public
Website” should be live – it will be introduced at the Fall Governing Board in Louisville. Take a moment to check it out.

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN,
D7 Membership Chair
Sept 2019

www.usps.org
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Fall Conference Speakers and Topics

Secretary
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P

How to Operate the Boating Skills Virtual Trainer

I thought writing something educational would be the thing to
do for this issue. After searching within the Secretary’s Depart- Presenters: P/D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN
Stf/C Eileen Rickard, SN
ment of Americas Boating Club, I decided, naaaah, I’ll go rogue!
Consider the following food for thought:

Experiences on the Tombigbee
River and Intracoastal Waterway
Presenter: Captain David Clevenger,
a member of Berea Sail and Power
Squadron who has attained the grade
of Senior Navigator

Preparing to Host a Conference or Show
Presenter: Michelle Burke, President of Lake Erie Marine
Trades Association

We hope you join us for a fun and informative
weekend November 1-3. See you there!

Treasurer
Liana Mihalca, SN
The District 7 account balance as of August 31st was $26,742.21,
an increase of $3,827.71 since March 31st, the beginning of our
fiscal year. Membership dues receipts as of August 31st are
down $412.5 or 11.6% from the same period last year. We have
received $105.51 from the State of Ohio, which represents the
purchase of 28 USPS plates. These funds will be distributed to
the Ohio squadrons after the first of the year. Since the program
started, 261 USPS plates have been purchased. The complete
mid-year financial report will appear in the 2019 Fall Conference
Seat Packet.

www.usps.org
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Fall will be here before you know it and you know what that brings…
District 7 Presents Fall Football Weekend
1-3 November 2019

Holiday Inn Cleveland South in Independence Ohio
Your D/7 Conference Committee is pleased to invite you to our Fall Conference. The Holiday
Inn has completed its renovations and has a beautiful new pool. The sleeping room rates
will be the same as last Spring…just $97 plus tax. We will have two gathering rooms all
weekend for all of our members and guests.
Meet up with new and old friends.
Fun football trivia and prizes
Tailgate food

Have your photo taken for the D/7 news
The Friday evening Ice Breaker will be a fun Fall Football Tailgate party. You are encouraged
to wear a shirt supporting your favorite COLLEGE football team.
Saturday brings officers meetings and presentations by Guest Speakers and D/7 members.
Our Fall Banquet features your choice of Bourbon Glazed Salmon, Roasted Pork Loin or a Duet of Herb Roasted Beef Tenderloin and Chicken followed by award presentations.
Our awesome D/7 Raffle will be back. Please consider a gift of your choice both individually
and from your Squadron. This helps us make ends meet and keep costs down while providing a fun ending for Saturday’s banquet.

www.usps.org
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Start rooting around in your closet for your favorite college jersey and
save the date to show your team spirit for District 7, your squadron,
and your favorite college football team.

Please join us for our Fall Football Weekend.

We look forward to seeing you there. Go Team!!!!

If you have any questions, please contact Wayne Spraggins at wgsboat@cox.net
or Kathy Barber at kmkckenna@bw.edu. Call the Holiday Inn Independence at
216-524-8050, ext. 298 to reserve your room. Mention USPS District/7 for the
conference rate.

If you are viewing this via your
squadron or district publication,
print and complete form . Or
click HERE to complete electronically.

www.usps.org
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