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Chartered in 1971, MOVSPS just celebrated its 50-year anniversary and was awarded the gold-bordered burgee in recognition of our golden status. During that time, we have had 32
terms as commander (due to multiple year terms) served by 27
different commanders (due to prior commanders serving a
new term).
While MOVSPS is what would be called an “inland” squadron,
its members had a strong preference for sailing. Most have
owned sailboats at one time or another and our sailing areas
range from nearby Seneca Lake to wherever a large sailboat
can be chartered. That’s anywhere in the world and our members have taken many trips to the Chesapeake Bay (our favorMOV members enjoying their 2006 cruise (above) and ite destination by far), many of the Caribbean Islands, Mediterpicnicking in 2021(below).
ranean, Greek Islands, Tahiti, The Abacos, the Sea of Cortez
and many other sailing destinations. In earlier times, our annual Bay Cruise would attract five to seven charters.
Alas, time took its toll. Many of our steadfast members who would never have uttered those words, either
“swallowed the anchor” or moved to stinkpots, er power boats. Now about half the members currently have a boat
in their household. The squadron is recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic and will be celebrating everything – 50
years plus summer and the pandemic’s end.
Seven members have reached life membership and one served as district commander.
Aside from MOVSPS’s sailing prowess, we also proudly claim we are the best educated squadron in all of USPS.
Here are the supporting data: our cumulative educational completion stats where we place in the top 10 nationally
are: seamanship (1st in USPS), Junior Navigation (10th), Navigation (5th), Total Advanced Grades (6th), Cruise planning
(5th) Instructor Development (4th), Navigational Systems (1st), Total electives (4th), Educational Proficiency (7th) and
Educational Achievement (5th).
The USPS cumulative educational report has 19
categories. We have a place in 12 of them.
Among the squadrons of District 7, we have a
greater number of places than any other, by far.
How about nationally? We are helped by the demise of Champlain Squadron, who had only 3
members: an AP and 2 SN’s. We are tied with
Racine Power Squadron from District 20 for the
greatest number of categories in which we are in
the top 10. MOVSPS members, congratulations.
It’s a tie but we can clearly use the title: Best Educated Squadron in All of USPS.
Respectfully submitted, P/D/C Robert B Fish, SN

America’s Boating Club®

District 7 — NEWS

District 7 Bridge

District Commander
Larry Spraggins, SN

Commander
D/C Larry Spraggins, JN
508 Ledge Rd
Macedonia, OH 44056-1022
Home 330-467-1323
Cell 330-840-4450
biglar43@aol.com

Greetings to my fellow boaters and USPS members. I trust
this newsletter finds you at the end of your summer activities which means you have enjoyed boating, water activities, enjoying family and friends, and most of all having fun.
My summer has certainly been busy as we are all trying to
take advantage of returning to normal activities. I would
like to give you an update on some of the things we have
been working on over the last six months.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Roger Hall, SN
9993 Patton St
Twinsburg OH 44087-1009
Home 330-425-9611
rlhall1@roadrunner.com

Reverse Raffle Update - D7 held their first Reverse Raffle in
May. It was a “Zoom” event with most of the Bridge members in person to help facilitate the raffle. This was a fund
raiser for D7 so that we would have sufficient funds to operate for the next year. We sold 107 tickets and realized a
profit of $3,100.00. Thanks to all those who sold tickets,
donated gift cards, and helped at the event to make it a
very successful fund raiser. Many thanks to Roger Hall who
sold the most individual tickets and NorthCoast Ohio
Squadron for making sure all the tickets assigned to them
were sold and submitted very timely.

Educational Officer
P/R/C Wayne G Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr
Seven Hills OH 44131-2919
Cell 216-970-9277
wgsboat@cox.net
Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Roger Hall, JN
9993 Patton St
Twinsburg OH 44087-1009
Home 330-425-9611
rlhall1@roadrunner.com

Squadron Goal Update – At the Change of Watch last April,
I announced that each squadron had three goals for the
year. The first was to increase membership by at least 3
members; the second was to teach one additional ABC
class and the third was to increase the number of VSC exams conducted by at least 10 from squadron’s amount in
2019. I am happy to say that most of our squadrons have
already exceeded these goals. For the squadrons that have
not yet accomplished them, there are six months still to go.
I encourage all the squadrons to continue to be vigilant in
acquiring new members and offering classes, especially the
ABC class.

Secretary
D/Lt/C Jan Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
Treasurer
R/C S Thomas Hancock, P
426 Emerson Ave NW
North Canton OH 44720-2308
Home: 330-499-3660
Cell 330-418-9219
thancock@neo.rr.com

D7 Cruise Report – The last weekend of July, D7 held its
annual Cruise & Rendezvous at Middle Bass Island State
Park. The attendance was fantastic in that we had 61
members and guests attend the weekend events. We invited the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club to join us for Friday
night pizza and they invited us to attend their Saturday
night Steak Fry. Both events were terrific and lots of fun. It
was sure nice that the weather was just about perfect for
the entire weekend. Many thanks to all those who helped

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Jan Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com

(continued on page 3)
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serve the dinner, set up for coffee and pastries in the
morning, or whatever else was needed. Enjoy the pictures taken by Cdr Gilbert Lorenzo, AP, our D7 photographer, scattered throughout this issue.
PENTA Conference – will be held on Oct 8 – 10 at Kalahari
Resort in Sandusky. You probably have received several
emails about this conference. There will be five districts
participating in the conference. This will take the place of
our traditional fall conference. Yes, it will be a bit different with five districts attending but it will also be the same
fun, friendship and fellowship that we are used to at our
conferences. The deadline for hotel reservations is coming up soon. Please check the D7 website for conference
details and registration forms.
As you begin to wrap up your summer activities, remember your training about safety and good boating practices.
Others can learn a lot from us and how we manage things.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the PENTA Conference.

Mark your calendar
Fo those of you on the District 7 Council

Monday 13 September
8pm
District 7 Council Meeting
Details will be sent via email

for F/Lt George A Bleyle, Jr., P/C Michael R Hutsler, and P/
R.C David N Rickard. Each of these members were active
participants with the district. They were highly thought of
and will be missed.
As I write this, I am preparing for my first Governing Board
conference in Raleigh, NC. There are many interesting
meetings and activities planned. I am looking forward to
the bus tour of Raleigh and some of its most famous buildings and sights. I have never visited USPS Headquarters,
although I have had phone conversations with several
people who work there and have supported USPS for decades. I am looking forward to seeing the historical Chapman Library where all our history is located which includes
various works of art that depict the beginnings of USPS.
While attending the Governing Board conference,
attendees will be observing the local rules and/or mandates concerning Covid-19. Although rules have been relaxed, guidance can change quickly. As of this moment,
the governor has lifted all mandatory capacity and gathering limits, social distancing requirements, and most mandatory mask requirements. Whatever protocol is in place, I
am sure the meetings will be productive.

Executive Officer
Roger Hall, SN
Since our last newsletter, things have become more
“normal”. We have been able to have rendezvous, pontoon rides and cookouts. I have had the pleasure of visiting the MAPS museum, Vermilion Luau, and Portage
Lakes pontoon cruise. I just signed up for the Corn Roast
at Battery Park in Sandusky.
Unfortunately, all of the occasions have not been joyful
ones. During this time there have been memorial services
for several members of our district. There were services
www.americasboatingclub.org
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timely manner.

Education Officer
Wayne Spraggins, SN

America’s Boating Course Completions

Need HQ-800 help? See the updated tutorial posted on
the Basic Public Education Committee downloads page,
contact your District Educational Officer, or Contact Us.
The following information for teaching ABC classes and
number of students is current. Congratulations to all D7
Squadrons that taught America’s Boating Course.

The latest monthly America's Boating Course Completions
report is now available, showing cumulative enrollment,
Squadron
testing, student completions, and courses offered through
the current educational year (ending June 30), with comparative data from the prior educational year.
AKRON
Note that there was a small error in the spreadsheet formula that caused the number of classes conducted to be
in error. Starting with January of this year, which was the
first time the error showed up, the numbers were re-run
and all the reports corrected. The new files all have Rev
added to the end of their names except for July 01, 2021,
which has Revc.

2020-2021

19

BEREA

38

MANSFIELD

0

MID-OHIO VALLEY

0

NORTH COAST OHIO

20

PITTSBURGH

71

STARK COUNTY

0

The report is available in Excel and PDF format and reflects TEN-MILE
data that have been entered into HQ-800. We thank all
VERMILION
Squadrons and Districts for reporting data in HQ-800 in a

67
0

SAVE THE DATE
2022 SPRING CONFERENCE
1 APRIL THROUGH 3 APRIL 2022
The location and dates have been confirmed for the 2022
District 7 Spring Conference. After two years of not being
able to have in-person conferences, we are excited to be
moving forward with an in-person conference.
The conference will be held in the beautiful Independence
Hilton Doubletree Hotel located on Rockside Road at I-77.
The hotel is on top of the hill so the view of downtown and
the surrounding area is quite breathtaking.
On Saturday evening at the conference, District 7 will hold
its annual Change of Watch. The rest of the weekend will be
filled with educational seminars and other useful boating
information.
More details will be published shortly. In the meantime,
please save the date of 1 April to 3 April 2022.
Conference Committee
P/C Kathy M . Barber, AP and
P/R/C Barbara Spraggins, SN

www.americasboatingclub.org
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sider attending the Penta Conference at Kalahari Resort in
Sandusky, Ohio. Five districts (7, 9, 11, 24 & 29) will be
represented there and even National will be watching this
event carefully to see how well it works out.
Details on the Penta Conference are in this issue of the D7
News and in your local squadron newsletters. My family
and I have been to Kalahari Resort a few times and it is a
lot of fun for the kids and adults alike. You will be getting
free tickets to the water park with your room so bring the
kids.

Administrative Officer
James Mason, SN
Hello everyone,

I would like to thank your Executive Officer, D/Lt/C Roger
Hall, SN for getting me up to speed so quickly. Thanks to
Roger, from the start I was able to to keep up with all the
Administrative Officer duties: Non-renewals, Cyber Members and keeping track of the basic D7 activities.
I cannot end this article without this one last note.
NCO has been performing 20 to 30 Jump Start Classes a
V/C Ralph Bernard, AP (NSO) has been sending me the list year since we were introduced to the program in 2018. I
of non-renewals at regular intervals and I have been pass- encourage other squadrons to seriously look at this proing that list onto the appropriate squadrons so that no
gram. Jump Start has been getting NCO new members
members are inadvertently lost to their squadron.
almost as fast as our ABC Courses.
Another handy way to add members to the squadron is to Many of us have been putting in many years of selfless
review the Cyber Members page in the USPS database. To service to the public through classes and other hands-on
make it easier for the squadrons in D7, I have made copies training. There are extremely few times when one might
of each Cyber member’s description and forwarded that
receive, good or bad, feedback from the public. I would
information to the appropriate squadrons.
like to share one with you.
I have still not met Bob DeCoske, but he has become a
A good tool to both keep members and maybe to help
member of North Coast Ohio and here is his email.
convince new members to join, is keeping a list of Mem“I would like to thank all of you for time and effort in supber’s Benefits available. Members should visit the site
porting these Jump Start Classes. Mike Zavasnik was
every so often to see what new benefits have been added. great. He was patient, understanding and VERY helpful.
After you go to USPS.ORG and Login, go to “Site Index”
I believe we had a very successful session. I learned a lot,
and then “Member Benefits” to see the many savings that even after 20+ years of boating.
you may be missing out on.
Keep up the good work.
Thanks again, I look forward to another session.
I will be attending the Governing Board on behalf of D7
Bob DeCoske”
members to get the latest update on benefits and many
other programs. I will report my finding in the Penta Con- Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Penta Conferference Seat Packet.
ence.
Safe boating.

I came over on the ferry on Friday and attended the D7
Cruise at Middle Bass Island. This was my first time to the
island, and I thought it was a beautiful place. We had
great weather and it was very heavily attended. I would
like to thank all the members who came by boat and who
allowed me to “dock my butt” on their boat.
If you come across the cruise organizer, P/D/C Barb Spraggins, SN, definitely give her a heavy dose of “Kudos”. She
and her many helpers did a really great job.

SAVE THE DATE
ABCLUB Annual Meeting
Ponte Vedra FL
February 19-27, 2022

Our own D7 member Craig Fraser
will become our new Chief Cdr!

I would encourage everyone in District 7 to seriously con-

www.americasboatingclub.org
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*Call to the Conference Meeting*
Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire

Date: 9 October 2021
0900-1000
D7 Fall Conference Meeting
District Commander, Larry Spraggins, JN, encourages all members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7
Council (defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairs,
immediate P/D/C and each Squadron Commander) and Squadron Educational Officers, the Past District Commanders of this
district, and the delegates appointed by each squadron commander.
D7 Committee reports for the seat packet are due 30 September
to the district Secretary and appropriate bridge officer. Please
discuss any new business with the District Commander before
the meeting in order to expedite business. Any motion should
be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available from
the Secretary prior to the meeting.

is the only official recognition members receive for their
efforts. Despite how many hours a person contributes,
ABClub can only award one Merit Mark per person per
year. Therefore, we do not want to miss anyone who has
helped our organization.

Secretary
Jan Vitucci-Ehrman, P

America’s Boating Club awards Merit Marks in the fall of
every year. This token of appreciation is given with
heartfelt thanks to members who have devoted their time,
talents, and maybe even some blood, sweat, and tears!
Bridge officers and committee chairs at squadron, district,
and national levels want to ensure that you receive the
recognition you deserve for volunteering and giving all
that you do.

WE REALLY AND TRULY APPRECIATE YOU!!!!!

As a member, don’t be shy about submitting a description
of your hours spent and activities accomplished to the
merit mark chairperson of your squadron. If you’re not
sure who your chairperson is, let your Commander know.
By the same token, committee chairs, bridge officers and
such should review your events, activities, and so forth to
ensure you think about all who have given their energy to
your squadron. Be sure to submit something to consider
Editor’s note to see if you’re reading…. Yes, I purposely put althe person for a Merit Mark.
most all pictures outside the lines. Enjoy the asymmetry!

As stated earlier, this is a small token of appreciation but it
www.americasboatingclub.org
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Have you explored
americasboatingchannel.com ?

Treasurer
S Thomas Hancock, P

It has numerous educational videos
from which both novice and experienced boaters can benefit.

The District 7 account balance as of August 13th was $33,
078.83, an increase of $7,361.39 since March 31st, the beginning of our fiscal year. Membership dues receipts as of
August 15th are down $330.00 or 11.75% from the same
period last year. We have received $255.40 from the State
of Ohio, which represents the purchase of 68 USPS plates.
These funds will be distributed to the Ohio squadrons
after the first of the year. Since the program started, 418
USPS plates have been purchased. The complete mid-year
financial report will appear in the 2021 Fall Conference
Seat Packet.

You can also promote it to folks you
are trying to recruit as members.

Check it out!
www.americasboatingclub.org
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