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Mother Nature gave us quite a variety of views during the D7 Rendezvous at Middle Bass Island.
Water spouts Friday morning. Windy conditions Saturday and Sunday. Rain. LOTS of rain for
hours on Saturday. Beautiful sunset Friday. Calm waters Monday. Thanks and appreciation go
out to P/C Lynne Jones, SN (Akron), Lt/C Kay Barnes, S (NCO), and D/C Lynda Leque, SN
(Akron) for sharing their pictures scattered throughout this issue.
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Brisk winds Sunday made for a challenging trip home.
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District 7 Bridge

District Commander
Lynda Leque, SN

Commander
D/C Lynda Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St, NW
Massillon OH 44646-1407
Cell 330-844-0726
lyndaleque@sssnet.com

It is, without question, an interesting and challenging time to be
District Commander during the current Covid-19 pandemic. In
April, the District “Change of Watch” was done on Go-toMeeting. Hence, no gatherings and no champagne & cake celebration! We were privileged, however, to have our Chief Commander, Mary Paige Abbott, SN, on-line with us to do the installation. All but a few D7 squadron Changes of Watch were presented on-line. Most squadron and District events have been cancelled or postponed until 2021 including the PENTA Conference
at the Kalahari Resort and the National Governing Board Meeting
that was to be held in Raleigh, NC. Our recent District 7 MBI Rendezvous was held 31 July through 2 August and we carefully followed the State of Ohio protocols required by Governor Mike
DeWine. This included social distancing, mask wearing, frequent
handwashing, and sanitizing. Our VSCs and Jump Start onboard
training sessions have been halted until the US Coast Guard program starts up again. To be clear, it is best to be safe as we work
our way through this pandemic.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Larry Spraggins, JN
508 Ledge Rd
Macedonia, OH 44056-1022
Home 330-467-1323
Cell 330-840-4450
biglar43@aol.com

Educational Officer
P/R/C Wayne G Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr
Seven Hills OH 44131-2919
Cell 216-970-9277
wgsboat@cox.net

The District 7 Bridge and Commanders continue to stay in touch
to discuss what is and isn’t happening in the District and squadrons. Using current protocols, Pittsburgh recently held an ABC
class for 20 students. Akron held their summer kayak and paddleboard classes with a full capacity of students. Berea stayed in
contact with students whose classes were interrupted and plan
to complete them on ZOOM. Ten Mile reports that the USCG is
patrolling the river in a big effort to prevent drinking while operating a boat. Mansfield currently has 6 students taking Navigation. Many squadrons are planning on-line meetings and seminars as well as looking ahead toward offering classes to the public. We all want to resume these activities and bring members
together as soon as it is safe to do so.

Administrative Officer
D/Lt/C Roger Hall, JN
9993 Patton St
Twinsburg OH 44087-1009
Home 330-425-9611
rlhall1@roadrunner.com
Secretary
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com

Throughout this issue
of the District 7 News
you will find more information from your
D7 Bridge as well as
proposed dates for
upcoming
events.
Please continue to stay
in contact with your
members and enjoy
the summer in the best
way you can.

Treasurer
D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN
3320 Hillcrest Dr
Norton OH 44203-5101
Home 330-825-3659
lmihalca@neo.rr.com

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
4903 Lovers Ln
Ravenna OH 44266-9182
Cell 330-819-8061
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
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Mark your calendar

Executive Officer
Larry Spraggins, JN

Fo those of you on the District 7 Council

Monday 12 October
2000 (8pm)

Dear fellow boaters:
I hope this article finds you and your family healthy and coping
well with the challenges of 2020. My wife, Peggy, and I, have
been enjoying our boat this summer and have been on four
cruises around Lake Erie. All the marinas we visited took the
CDC recommendations seriously and made ample plans to ensure the safety of their guests.

District 7 Council Meeting
Details will be sent via email

The magazine is published four times per year by National USPS
at a cost over $14,000 for printing and mailing. After a review
of this expense, it has been decided to only publish an on-line
edition of the magazine. It will continue to be published four
times each year. If you are not receiving this publication, please
make sure your email is correct in the DB2000 Software by contacting the person in your squadron who updates the database.

Last month, we attended the D7 Rendezvous on Middle Bass
Island with about 35 other USPS members and friends. Lynda
and Ken Leque and their team did an amazing job planning the
activities and meals for our group. Our group partnered with
the Middle Bass Yacht Club to use their facility. All the joint
activities and meals were planned in accordance with the CDC
recommendations. We were also entertained on Friday night
by our own Vermillion Commander, Kerry McCullough with his
musical talents. Despite the rain on Saturday, everyone had a
great time!

We all know how difficult our lives have become this year due to
COVID-19 with all the necessary precautions; however, we will
continue to think about the time when all our activities will be
back in full swing. In the meantime, I encourage you to reach
out to your fellow boaters and stay in touch. Stay safe as you
continue boating.

Vessel Safety Exam Update: We are sorry that we were not
able to do any Vessel Safety Exams this year under instructions
from the US Coast Guard and our National Officers. We hope
to continue this important service in 2021. Now is the time for
anyone who would like to work as a Vessel Examiner to start
preparing for the required class and test. Please contact me or
your squadron’s VSC Chair, if you are interested in becoming a
certified Vessel Examiner.
D7 Fall Conference: As you know, the PENTA Conference for
this fall has been postponed until 2021. In its place, D7 is planning a one-day conference meeting on November 7. Once the
Go To Meeting is booked and the agenda set, we will give you
additional details. Please pencil this event on your calendar.
D7 Spring Conference 2021: The 2021 Spring Conference and
annual Change of Watch is currently scheduled for April 9 – 11,
2021 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Independence, Ohio. More
details will be available at the beginning of next year.
Sail Angle: The National Board has chosen to discontinue the
use of Sail Angle as the method to send out group email and
messages. They are asking all our squadrons to make sure to
delete any reference to Sail Angle on your website or other social media tool.

P/V/C Bob Brandenstein is almost unrecognizable sporting
rain gear, face mask and gloves as he assists with preparing
steaks at the D7 Rendezvous.

Ensign Magazine: Most of you have received the Ensign Magazine in your mail since you have joined America’s Boating Club.
www.usps.org
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Announcing…
2020 D7 FALL LUNCHEON, MEETING & SPRING/FALL AWARDS
Saturday, 7 November 2020
11:45 "Social Distancing Time"
12:15 Lunch Buffet/Served by Restaurant Staff
Guest Speaker
1:30 Business Meeting & Award Presentations
Reinecker's Bakery/Restaurant
8575 S Fwy Dr
Macedonia OH
330-467-2221
Seating is limited to 50 people due to Covid-19 protocols.
Click HERE to register online.

Please note: plans for this meeting may
change to a "virtual meeting",
should Covid-19 protocols later dictate

2020 District 7 Rendezvous, “Let’s Get Nauti-cal”, Held at Middle Bass Island

D/C Lynda Leque and
MBIYC Commodore Rodney Brown

www.usps.org

How do you hold a Rendezvous in the middle of a pandemic? You keep your numbers
low, follow protocol guidelines, and have the best time you can while staying safe!
On 31 July through 2 August, 16 boats bringing 34 members, participated for all or
part of the weekend. For the first time ever, District 7 Commander Lynda Leque and
MBIYC Commodore Rodney Brown joined efforts to plan for a fun time! Friday evening approximately 60 combined members gathered in and around the yacht club for
the Middle Bass General Store’s delicious pizza and salad, all served by our crew
wearing masks and gloves and serving individual portions. A special thanks to D/Lt/C
Larry and Peggy Spraggins, PDC Barb and PRC Wayne Spraggins, PDC Jane and PVC
Bob Brandenstein, PDC Bob Ball, PDC Ken Leque and Charlotte Morar for manning the
“galley”. Thanks to Vermilion Commander Kerry McCullough for providing entertainment out on the deck. Several members won bottles of Lonz’s wine in a tribute to the
historic Lonz’s Winery, once operating on Middle Bass Island!
Saturday’s D7 continental breakfast was again served by our crew donning masks and
gloves inside the yacht club while Ken manned the coffee and tea station. PDC Barb
was finally presented with her cherished PDC plaque and flag! Bob Ball and Bob Brandenstein were our master grillers Saturday evening, helping to prepare 109 steaks for
the MBIYC Steak Fry. Meals were served in 3 shifts to insure proper social distancing.
Sadly, foul weather on Saturday with gusting winds, high waves and rain prompted
several boats to head for the mainland early Saturday. For those who remained, the
weekend ended with breakfast at JF Walleye’s. Special thanks to all who attended
the “Let’s Get Nauti-cal” weekend! Those who attended were grateful to be on the
water with D7 once again!
4
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Educational Officer
Wayne Spraggins, SN

Fall Meeting Attire
Normally we inform members what fun theme they may dress
in for the festivities at conference.

COURSES AND SEMINAR AVAILABILITY –
CLASSROOM AND ONLINE

Not this time!
Trying to decide which course or seminar to take? Need one
place to see at a glance everything USPS offers and to know
which are available as classroom offering, narrated online offerings (via University of West Florida)., and student directed
online seminars (through our partnership with Boat U.S.)?

You may spruce up in your favorite America’s Boating Club
shirt, jacket, or other appropriate attire.
Although we realize this may end up as a virtual meeting,
please also wear pants in case your webcam is on.
Thank you!!!

You’re just a click away. From the Educational Department
home pages, under Curriculum, select:
Classroom/Online
Offerings
(/index.php/
departments/13000/13000-cirriculum/13000classroom-online-offerings) to see all courses and seminars or
Seminars
(/index.php/departments/13000/13000circulum/13000-seminars) to see seminars only.
Learn the way you like to learn. Links are available there to register for any of USPS’s offerings.
Wondering if there will be a webinar soon? Here are two ways
to find out. From the Educational Department home page, under
find a course, select:
Friday night pizza serving crew above while Vermilion Cdr
Kerry McCullough entertained us with his music.

Classroom (/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/cfindx.cgi?C)-it will
take you to the HQ800 pre-registration screen. If registrations are being accepted for a webinar, you will see
an announcement at the bottom of the screen.
Online
(https://americasboatingclub.org/educationmatters/online-boating-education/) – it will take you to
the on line education page on our public website,
where you can scroll down and click on the green webinar title. There you will see what’s offered and also be
able sign up to receive notifications about the webinars.

SAVE THE DATE

9-11 April 2021
Spring Conference
Crowne Plaza
Independence OH
www.usps.org
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Some organizations make it a point to call up members that
haven’t been seen in a while and give them some reasons to
Administrative Officer
come back. Some organizations assign a member to make calls
Roger Hall, JN
before a meeting, dinner, presentation, etc. It was observed
that members “on the fence” generally came. Was it because
Membership in USPS and all organizations is a big discussion they’d be missed if they did not attend??
point over the last several years. Membership is down in
churches, bowling leagues, lions clubs, etc.
Some absences may be because of illness. How much of a
difference might it make for them to receive a call asking about
Membership is certainly important to USPS or America’s Boating their health, etc.? Even during the pandemic, we can do “a drive
Club!!
-by” and wave. Everyone likes to feel important.
Strengthening membership not only means adding new members, but also keeping the members you have. This was reenforced in a previous admin meeting where the statistics reveal
that it is after the first 2-3 year mark that members give up
membership. Some organizations focus on “treating members
like family”. Ask yourself, do we attend squadron or district
meetings where we notice new members sitting by themselves?? Are new members made to feel a part of the squadron? Should seating be rotated to avoid a sense of “cliques”
existing?

As far as new members are concerned, here are some questions
I ask myself:
Are we using social media as much as we should/can to reach
people via Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, etc?

The first year of my membership in USPS, Virginia and Robert
Horvath always had a couple of extra seats at their table and
invited Laurice and I to join them. We got to know them and
their table companions. This created a much more comfortable
feeling for Laurice and I. Twenty plus years later, we’re still
“here’!! We have tried to do the same thing when we noticed
new members in the squadron. This year I have had at least one
member of a squadron tell me their spouse does not attend dinners/activities because they do not feel welcome, needed or
have a sense of belonging.

Should we be reaching out more to people that use their boats
for other than cruising such as fishing??

Are we getting our services out to the public in general as much
as we should or could?
Does the public know how much we deal in boater/water education?

I have people tell me they are afraid of the water. I
believe people tend to fear things they don’t understand. How
much does the public know we try to keep them out of the water and/or only safely be in/on the water?
Let’s hope that as we ponder these questions, we may act in
ways to better promote our education programs and social
events in a welcoming, inclusive manner.

Membership
Recruiting New Members is challenging at this time
when Covid-19 has restricted our classes, meetings, and
activities. Congratulations to Akron, Vermilion, and Berea, who have still managed to recruit new members!
However, recruiting is down by 1/3 district-wide, compared with this time last year (26 vs 35 last year).
One thing we can do is encourage our existing members
to renew. Sixty percent of our members renew in June,
and there are currently nearly 70 non-renewals in the
District since Jan 1. I’ve sent each squadron a list to help
them contact their “non-renewals.”
It is important that each squadron contact their nonrenewals in an effort to keep your membership. This
will give us a strong foundation, when we are able to
teach and schedule activities again.
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN, D7 Membership Chair

www.usps.org
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Secretary
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P
Within this article, I’ve taken the liberty of some copy/paste of
information received via emails regarding Merit Marks. In
America’s Boating Club, a Merit Mark is the only tangible item
presented to a member in recognition of an individual’s valuable
service to his/her squadron/district/or national level group. This
year, the Merit Mark program has been substantially enhanced
by the Information Technology Committee of the Secretary’s
Department. It is now web based and no longer a function of the
DB2000 client server based system. The URL for the new system
is www.usps.org/meritmark. You will have to log into USPS.ORG
to use this program.
In this unusual year, we know that many opportunities to participate in social or educational activities were severely limited. As
members or chairs of committees submit information to the
merit mark system, we WHOLEHEARTEDLY encourage you to
remember that virtual meetings/activities count.
For example, officers participating in District or Executive
meetings online count.
Conducting online seminars or participating in a virtual membership committee meeting, audit, event planning, what have you.
Those count.
Participation in civic service activities —particularly as regards to
Covid-19 activities such as sewing masks, making cards, etc.
Those may count toward a merit mark as long as this participation was part of a USPS group activity.

*Call to the Conference Meeting*

Participating in the boat show (oh so long ago it seems) counts.

Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire
Date: 7 November 2020
D7 Fall Conference Meeting

Phone meetings, say for brainstorming plans of action during
this pandemic count.

District Commander, Lynda Leque, SN, encourages all members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7
Council (defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairs,
immediate P/D/C and each squadron Commander) and Squadron Educational Officers, the Past District Commanders of this
district, and the delegates appointed by each squadron commander.

Please remember to include specifics in your squadron or district merit mark submission such as office held, number of
meetings chaired, activities held, results of such, any reports
completed, etc.
We encourage Commanders to give thought and consideration
to every effort from members during this unique time. Despite
the fact that we can only give one merit mark per year to any
one member, we want to ensure the members feel appreciated,
their time and contributions are valued, and we miss not being
able to see them this year.

D7 Committee Reports for the seat packet are due 24 OCTOBER to the District Secretary and appropriate Bridge Officer.
Please discuss any new business with the District Commander
before the meeting in order to expedite business. Any motion
should be submitted in writing. Motion forms will be available
from the Secretary prior to the meeting.
DISTRICT MERIT MARK SUBMISSION DEADLINE 11/07/2020
www.usps.org
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Treasurer
Liana Mihalca, SN
The District 7 account balance as of August 15th was
$25,751.48, an increase of $2,980.94 since March 31st, the beginning of our fiscal year. Membership dues receipts as of August 15th are down $332.50 or 10.6% from the same period last
year. We have received $101.99 from the State of Ohio, which
represents the purchase of 27 USPS plates. These funds will be
distributed to the Ohio squadrons after the first of the year.
Since the program started, 320 USPS plates have been purchased. The complete mid-year financial report will appear in
the 2020 Fall Conference Seat Packet.
Current Year
Description
Membership Dues
D7 Cruise
Donations
Ohio Plates

Total Income
Description
Advertising
D7 Conference
Commander Allotment
Exec Allotment
Admin Allotment

DEO Allotment
Treasurer Allotment
Secretary Allotment
Newsletter
Governing Board
Postage & Delivery

Printing & Copies
Sunshine Fund
Supplies
Website
Annual Meeting
Change of Watch

Membership
Roster

Total Expense
Gain/(Loss)

Actual

Above: P/D/C Bob Ball grilling steaks
Below: Members enjoying Saturday breakfast on MBIYC patio.

Budget

2,602.50
322.20
25.00
101.99
3,051.69
Actual

4,480
0
0
0
4,480
Budget

0.00
26.99
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
43.76
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
70.75
2,980.94

150
1,000
1,000
400
400
400
400
400
1,000
800
250
200
75
200
200
800
325
100
300
8,400
(3,920)

Account Balance:
Ending Balance
Beginning Balance

Gain/(Loss)
Postal Permit account

www.usps.org

25,751.48
22,770.54
2,980.94
30.08
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Seen around Middle Bass Island….including Cdr Harry
Barnes (NCO) near Lonz Winery
during a break in the rain.

www.usps.org
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