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Many of you may have already enjoyed a recap of our D7 
Rendezvous held in July at Huron Boat Basin.  
  
Here’s the link again for a wonderful write-up and lots of 
photos, all courtesy of P/D/C Brian Logan, SN. 
https://bit.ly/3oujP4p    Thank you, Brian!!    
 
We hope you also enjoy photos of the weekend scattered 
throughout this issue.  These are all courtesy of Janis 
Jonhenry.  Thank you, Janis!! 

http://www.bereapowersquadron.org/
http://www.usps.org/vermilion/
https://www.usps.org/index.php/sss-home
https://starkcountyps.org/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/
http://www.usps.org/mansfield/
https://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
https://bit.ly/3oujP4p
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District Commander 

Roger Hall, SN 

Hello, D7!!!!  So far, it’s been a great 2022. 
I hope all of you have enjoyed the year as much as I have.  
The weather was great and the precautions concerning 
COVID were more relaxed. Everyone was free to travel by 
boat, plane, train or auto.  Gasoline prices were up, but 
that didn’t seem to slow travel plans. 
 

I did not play much golf, i.e., 3-4 times per week before 
COVID, but my golf swing and game did not encourage me 
either. (smile)  All golfers know that when you don’t know 
where the ball is going (or not), golf is NOT fun!! 
 

One of the new initiatives being developed by national may 
have been started by our District Executive Officer, Jim Ma-
son.  Jim and his wife, Carol, had a planned trip to New 
York State.  Carol has relatives there, but Jim figured he 
would be able to visit with some local district members 
while in the state.  He sent a message to several districts 
asking about any planned outings and/or activities during 
his time in the state.  Although he didn’t find any, the idea 
caught on and Jeff Lagrew is leading a project where each 
district was asked to highlight some project that might be 
interesting to USPS members who may be traveling to the 
area near the activity.  One of the activities that Jim identi-
fied was the D7 Cruise/Rendezvous which was held 15-17 
July.  That activity was excellent and well attended.  Jim 
provided a 10 minute slide presentation that covered the 
D7 Cruise and several other activities from this summer. 
Four other districts also made presentations. 
 

Laurice and I accepted an invitation to visit District 24.  We 
traveled to Frankfort, KY for their Summer Rendezvous.  
The activity was held 29-31 July.  During our weekend visit, 
we met a lot of nice people and ate a lot of good food.  We 
even got to visit and tour one of the best known distilleries 
in the area called Buffalo Trace.  Well, you know what you 
do during a visit to a winery or distillery….(continued on page 3) 

mailto:rlhall1@roadrunner.com
mailto:jmason1626@cox.net
mailto:wgsboat@cox.net
mailto:jonhenryjoe@gmail.com
mailto:psboating@neo.rr.com
mailto:thancock@neo.rr.com
mailto:jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
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(continued from pg 2) 
I brought home menus, maps and directions for anyone 
who may be interested in a trip to the area.  Our weather 
in Frankfort was great, but as I am sure everyone knows, 
eastern Kentucky experienced record rainfall and very 
damaging flooding.  The “Frankfort Float”, canoeing and 
kayaking down the river, which Bluegrass Squadron had 
scheduled for Saturday morning, was cancelled because of 
the raging Kentucky River.  
 

Our lunch was on the banks of the river.  The river was 19 
feet above normal and rising.  It was filled with floating 
debris (including livestock) from the higher, eastern part 
of the river. We had a good, safe view of some of the dev-
astation that had occurred up river. Please keep the peo-
ple of eastern Kentucky in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
I just returned from the Governing Board in Raleigh, NC, 
11-18 September.  This was my second Governing Board 
meeting.  A number of interesting events took place. In 
addition to meetings and training, a Haunted Pub and 
Crawl Dinner, a Headquarters Building Tour, Casino Royale 
Dinner Party, Historic Downtown Raleigh Tour, and Beach 
Boys Dinner and Dance were held. The DXO, James Mason 
and I made the drive to North Carolina together and visit-
ed several great local restaurants for traditional cuisine 
during our visit. 
 
Thank you for supporting the second D7 Reverse Raffle.  
The raffle was held on Thursday, September 22nd at the 
Berea Elks Hall.  Congratulations to all the winners!!! 
 
The following won a gift or gift card during the drawing for 
the grand prize: 
Richard M. Barzyk------Panera’s Gift Card 
Cathe Radabaugh---- Home Depot Gift Card 
Timothy Smith -------Amazon Gift Card 
Aaron Oliver -------- Water Air Rider 
Mansfield Power Squadron -----Gift Card 
Susan Spring -------Starbucks Gift Card 
Kathy Barber --------Wendy’s Gift Card 
Dorothy Walls --------Texas Road House Gift Card 
Fred Borch ---------Star Bucks Gift Card 
Pittsburgh Sail and Power Squadron---Panera’s Gift Card 
Brian Logan --------Home Depot Gift Card 
 
The purchasers of the last five numbers NOT CALLED elect-
ed to split the grand prize of $2,000.00. The winners were: 
 
Stephen Adamson $400.00 
Bob Pickard  $400.00 
Larry Spraggins  $400.00 
Lisa Spraggins  $400.00 
Peggy Spraggins  $400.00 

Again, thank you to everyone who purchased tickets and/
or advertised this activity. The funds received will be used 
wisely. 
 
Hope you had a great summer and are looking forward to 
a joyous holiday season!! 

Mark your calendar 
 

Fo those of you on the District 7 Council 
 

Monday 24 October 
7pm  

 

District 7 Council Meeting 

Details will be sent via email 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

ABCLUB Annual Meeting 
 

Orlando Florida 
 

February 19-26,  2023 



 

Executive Officer 

James Mason, SN 
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D7 Cruise at the Huron Boat Basin   ---   July 15 – 17, 2022 
The D7 Huron Basin Cruise was a huge success.  We had 
around 21 boats and 80 or so members in attendance.  
The weather for Friday and Saturday was great.  The 
clouds kept the heat to a minimum and the cool breeze off 
of the lake made it feel very comfortable. 
 
We had 20 members participate in the Coop Charting Pok-
er Run which was fun for all.  Everyone who attended got 
involved cheering for their favorite team in the Corn Hole 
Tourney.  Dinner Saturday evening was delicious.  Congrat-
ulations to Cdr Roger Hall and his planners for a very suc-
cessful weekend. 
 
 
Special Marketing Plan with National 
R/C Jeff Lagrew, SN-IN is the Chair of the Marketing and 
Public Relations Committee. 
 
Jeff worked with many districts across the country to help 
put together a presentation for the Fall Governing Board.  
The goal in mind is to give the various districts and the 
squadrons within those districts some new ideas for 
events.  On behalf of D7, I gave our presentation contain-
ing a map of our district, D7 Cruise in Huron, Akron’s Pad-
dle Boat event, and a Vermilion Cruise from NCO. 
 
I gave the D7 presentation at the Governing Board with 
four other districts.  This seminar was well attended by 
Gov Brd members, and we all thought it was a great idea.  
R/C Jeff Lagrew, SN, will present the complete package 
from the submitting districts via a PowerPoint presenta-
tion at the National Annual Meeting in early 2023. 
 
 
Boating Simulator 
I know for many years now, national has promised its 
members a Boating Simulator that would be inexpensive, 
as well as easy to set-up and use.  D7 has an earlier simula-
tor that was neither inexpensive, nor easy to set-up and 
use.  Wait no longer!  National has definitely come 
through for us.  Lt/C Scott Morris, P is the software and 
hardware engineer out of the Tampa Bay Squadron that 
received a grant from national to design and build such a 
simulator.   
 
I TRIED IT AND I LOVED IT. 
 

The basic design is simple.  You purchase the software for 
$40 which can be totally operated off of a keyboard (Easily 
used in a classroom) and then add if you wish, a throttle 
stick (single or twin engines) and a wheel for steering for a 
final cost of around $1000 (Better suited for Boat Shows). 
In trying to keep this article short, without minimizing this 
fantastic development, I will leave you with this.  Check 
out the “MuVIT” software and simulator web site at:  
“muvit-boating.com”     It will amaze you also. 

 

*Call to the Conference Meeting* 

 

Uniform: USPS polo shirt, or appropriate attire 
(it will be a virtual meeting) 

 

Date: 5 November 2022 
0900 

 
D7 Fall Conference Meeting 

 
 
District Commander, Roger Hall, SN, encourages all members 

of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In accordance 

with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the D7 Council 

(defined as the D7 Bridge, General Committee Chairs, immedi-

ate P/D/C and each Squadron Commander) and Squadron Edu-

cational Officers, the Past District Commanders of this district, 

and the delegates appointed by each squadron commander.   

 

D7 Committee reports for the seat packet are due 27 October to 

the district Secretary and appropriate bridge officer.  Please dis-

cuss any new business with the District Commander before the 

meeting in order to expedite business.  Any motion should be 

submitted in writing.  Motion forms will be available from the 

Secretary prior to the meeting. 

https://muvit-boating.com/
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Education Officer 

Wayne Spraggins, SN 

 

Member earns coxswain title with USCG Auxiliary 

District 7 Past Commander Ken Leque, SN, is an active 
member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and recently 
achieved the boat crew position of “coxswain”.  In the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, the coxswain is the person in 
charge of a small boat, in Ken’s case, the Leque’s own 23’ 
Formula, the Sun Chaser. The coxswain is in charge of the 
facility (i.e.boat) and is responsible for directing the safe 
navigation of the boat, activities of the crew and the per-
formances of the missions.  Skills of a qualified coxswain 
include navigation, piloting, boat handling, communica-
tion, search planning, and emergency procedures. Before 
Ken could be assigned to be a coxswain, he went through 
a lengthy qualification procedure, became certified, and 
now must maintain the certification to continue be a cox-
swain.  Upon initial certification, he was awarded the Cox-
swain Badge.   
The qualification procedure required a significant amount 
of practice in boat handling as well as previous experience 
as a boat crew member. Besides spending nearly fifty days 
on Middle Bass Island this summer, Ken launched the boat 
in the Cleveland area numerous times to meet the goals 
required by the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. In addition, he 
and his crew were responsible for patrolling the Cleveland 
harbor during the 4th of July Celebration and the Labor 
Day Air Show.   
 

Congratulations to P/D/C Ken Leque, SN, on this exem-
plary accomplishment. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
P/D/C Lynda Leque, SN 

 
 
 
 
 
Over three years ago, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) announced the retirement 
of paper charts. This announcement meant the end of ras-
ter chart production and maintenance. (A raster chart is 
the scanned image of a paper chart.)  
 
The move to electronic nautical charts (ENCs, which are 
mathematical vector data sets that are used to construct 
an image of the chart) will be complete by January of 
2025. However, this change is to be phased, meaning that 
charts will be eliminated from the catalogue sooner than 
the end date.  
 
Traditional paper charts will be missed by many boaters. 
For the life of many of our members, paper charts provid-
ed a reliable, easy to understand display of nautical data. 
They were available in many formats directly from NOAA 
and from commercial sources. Updates were accom-
plished manually through the Local Notice to Mariners 
which was posted weekly. Unfortunately, only the most 
diligent boater took the effort to keep their charts current.  
NOAA ENCs include all the navigation information found 
on raster/paper charts, while also facilitating real-time 
ship positioning and they assist with avoiding collisions 
and grounding. They offer greater detail than paper 
charts; and feature electronic layers that can be turned on 
and off to reduce clustered displays. By offering more de-
tails and making navigation information more accessible, 
ENCs provide an added level of safety.   
 
Electronic charts are easy to update, and the format and 
scale can easily be changed. Initially, the new charts will 
cause some issues as we adapt to the new look. For exam-
ple, there is a lack of detail on landmarks that aided navi-
gation with raster charts. Also, chartplotter manufacturers 
do not include version numbers on electronic updates nor 
do they do so in a timely manner. But, on the positive side, 
NOAA has taken steps to provide a NOAA Custom Chart 
web-based application that will enable users to download 
and print raster chart backup files created from current 
ENC data.  
 
The NOAA Custom Chart program is available at https://
devgis.charttools.noaa.gov/pod. These chart backup files 
will look somewhat different than traditional paper nauti-
cal charts but will provide the necessary information and 
charts can be customized to meet user needs.  (cont on pg 6) 

https://devgis.charttools.noaa.gov/pod
https://devgis.charttools.noaa.gov/pod
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(continued from pg 5)  

As educators, we need to adopt the new charts and incor-
porate them in our courses and seminars. We need to in-
troduce the new format and look to our students and 
members. The Educational Department will be working to 
include ENC’s in all new and revised products. All instruc-
tors should discuss the changes and highlight the new 
charts in all of our navigation courses and seminars. 
 
Ultimately, ENC’s will be reliable, accurate charts for the 
modern boater. Until the completion of the transition in 
2025, we will continue to navigate with a combination of 
manual and electronic processes and systems. 
 
This article was in the Currents – written by – R/C Charles 
Wells, SN-CN 

Just Saying………. 
 

Nearly 30 years ago, some people spoke of a “worldwide 
conversation between millions of people” and a “road 
that will not connect two points but all points.  Its speed 
will be the speed of light.” 
 
As we know now, our world is well down the road called 
“the information superhighway” or the worldwide web.  
Some resisted traveling it, especially prior to March 
2020.  The pandemic, for all its miseries, accelerated in-
terest, willingness and the necessity to get onboard. 
 
We have learned to meet, interact and work through vir-
tual video platforms.  In  USPS/ABC, we discovered dur-
ing the pandemic that effective local and national 
meetings could be conducted online. 
 
Some of our members regularly meet with medical staff 
and have virtual appointments with primary care physi-
cians and some medical specialists via online applica-
tions.  
 
Many of us pay bills, get news, attend church, schedule 
appointments and participate in social gatherings 
through online services, such as Facebook, Zoom, Google 
Meet and Duo. 
 
Not too long ago, USPS was awarded a US Coast Guard 
(USCG) grant to build a boating simulator for teaching 
boating skills to its members and the general public.  Ad-
ditional grants allowed the USCG to invest over $1.2 M in 
the development of the Boating Skills Virtual Trainer 
(BSVT).  Continued research and development led to the 
creation of a laptop application called the MuVIT, the 
Multi-Vessel Interactive Trainer. The MuVIT platform was 
on display and demonstrated at the Governing Board in 
Raleigh, NC in September. 
 
Many USPS/ABC courses and seminars have student and 
instructor materials available in eBook format. eBook 
orders are usually processed within seconds of the order 
submitted.  
 
Some people believe that we will return to the way 
things were pre-pandemic.  They call it “normal”.  Things 
will never be the way they were. Each day is a new day. 
We are creating the “new normal” now.  The new normal 
includes the launch of a new video service based on the 
video concept tested during 2022. The concept is on dis-
play on America’s Boating Channel.       (continued on pg 7)   
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For those who enjoy reading….. 

 

As the sunlight time becomes shorter and temperatures 
drop, gray dreary days are common.  Those are the days to 
flop on the couch with a good book while enjoying nice 
warm cocoa.  If you enjoy history, nautical storytelling, 
and you don’t mind reading about cold weather when it’s 
cold outside, you might enjoy reading The Endurance: 
Shackleton’s Legendary Antarctic Expedition by Caroline 
Alexander. 
 
Over a century ago, Ern-
est Shackleton traveled 
with Robert Falcon Scott 
attempting to reach the 
South Pole during the Dis-
covery Expedition 1901-
1904.  They did not suc-
ceed.  Although physically 
tough and desperately 
wanting to succeed, 
Shackleton was most 
affected by the cold and scurvy.  Scott retreated from his 
quest to the pole due to the ailing Shackleton.  They be-
came bitter toward one another such that when Scott re-
turned to Antarctica in 1910 aboard the Terra Nova in a 
second attempt to reach the pole, he did not have Shack-
leton as part of his crew.  Norwegian Roald Amundsun 
reached the pole December 14, 1911, well before Scott 
reached it on January 17, 1912.  Scott and his four fellow 
explorers did not survive the return trip.   
 
Although the ultimate goal of claiming the South Pole had 
already been reached, Shackleton still yearned for his own 
significant  Antarctic achievement.  In August 1914, he and 
27 crew set out on the sailing vessel Endurance.  The goal 
was to access Antarctica via the Weddell Sea and be the 
first to cross Antarctica on foot.  The Endurance: Shack-
leton’s Legendary Antarctic Expedition is a well written 
account of the journey.  In his wildest dreams, Shackleton 
could not have imagined how his voyage would turn out.  
It goes to show  life is more interesting and stranger than 
fiction.  
 
The tale of the Endurance and the James Caird is well told 
in this book.  Not only is the story amazing, but the sheer 
fact that photos of the expedition survived is fantastic.  
The book contains over 100 well-preserved photos.  We 
marvel at the photos and this tale of the human spirit.  It’s 
another one of life’s funny coincidences that the entire 
journey was a lesson in Endurance starting out aboard the 
ship, Endurance.  
 
The Editor 

(Just Saying… continued from page 6) 
 

It features low-altitude drone videos of leaving from and 
returning to major US waterways across the nation.  Sev-
eral of our local squadron members have shown interest 
and are already “pilots”. 
 
If we want to recruit, renew and maintain members, 
membership must adjust to new technology and con-
cepts. We must become more diverse in our attitudes and 
thinking.  
 

MEMBERSHIP IS JOB NUMBER ONE!! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cdr Roger Hall, SN 
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Save-a-Date 

 
Cleveland Boat Show 

 

January 12– 15 

IX Center 
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My wife and I just returned from the Fall Governing Board 
for the U. S. Power Squadrons that was held in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.  Sounds pretty official, right?  Well, there 
are business meetings and meetings of the various depart-
ments, but also activities that would appeal to the average 
squadron member.   If you have attended a three day 
weekend District Conference, you have viewed a smaller 
picture of what a week-long Governing Board is like, but 
with more activities and seminar choices.  From a tour of 
the US Power Squadron Headquarters and its historic 
Chapman Library to a tour of Historic Raleigh, to a presen-
tation featuring the history, development and future im-
portance of the Intracoastal Waterway system in the Unit-
ed States, there was always something to complement the 
many instructional programs on the schedule.  I must ad-
mit, I was not aware of all the fun one could have while 
having the ability to broaden my educational horizons.   If 
you have a chance, why not visit a USPS Governing Board 
in the future?  The next one is in Kansas City, MO August 
27 to September 4, 2023! 
 
The next opportunity you have to get out of the house and 
have some fun is America’s Boating Club’s annual meeting 
at Orlando, Florida February 19 to 26  (details are already 
on the national website).   Afterwards, the D/7 Spring Con-
ference is March 31 to April 2. 2023 at the Double Tree 
Hotel by Hilton in Independence, Ohio.  Details will be pro-
vided on the District website by January 2023.  Hopefully, 
we will be seeing you at these fun events! 

 

Coming up in the very near future is something a little bit 
different.  The Fall Conference is going to be……Virtual!  It 
will be on 5 November, 2022 from 9am to Noon.  Details 
will be sent via email before the event for the online regis-
tration. 

I am looking forward to the D7 Virtual Conference on Sat-
urday, November 5, 2022 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Please submit Consent Agenda Items by Monday, October 
3, 2022 to psboating@neo.rr.com  
 
Monday, October 24, 2022 is the Virtual D7 Council 
Meeting from 7-8:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, October 27, 2022 is the deadline for the Seat 
Packets for the Fall Conference.  Please submit to 
psboating@neo.rr.com  

 

Secretary 

Susan Stebner, AP 

 

Administrative Officer 

Joseph Jonhenry, JN 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

District 7 
Spring Conference  

 
March 31  -  April 2 2023 

 
DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton 

Independence OH 

mailto:psboating@neo.rr.com
mailto:psboating@neo.rr.com


 

The District 7 account balance as of September 30th was 
$34,652.72, an increase of $4,423.72 since March 31st, 
the beginning of our fiscal year. Membership dues receipts 
as of September 1st are down $178.50 or 5.6% from the 
same period last year. We have received $300.70 from the 
State of Ohio, which represents the purchase of 80 USPS 
plates. These funds will be distributed to the Ohio squad-
rons after the first of the year. Since the program started, 
620 USPS plates have been purchased. The complete mid-
year financial report will appear in the 2022 Fall Confer-
ence Seat Packet.  
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Treasurer 

S Thomas Hancock, P 



 
 

SPRING CONFERENCE 
 

March 31—April 2 2023 
DoubleTree by Hilton 

Independence OH  


