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NEWS
Official Publication — Fall 2017
Kayaker Logs Over 2,600 Miles Circumnavigating the Great Lakes
Within USPS we have one of the premier groups to provide
classroom and on-the-water training in kayak & paddleboard
handling. That group is D7’s own Akron Sail & Power Squadron. Under the leadership of P/C’s Bob Ball and Marty Beech,
SNs, and with 2 ODNR grants, ASPS purchased a trailer, 13
kayaks, life jackets, and paddles for their summer kayak classes held at Springfield Lake and Craftsmen Park. It’s estimated that they have put 150-200 students through their
classes. An article regarding an attempted world record by a
female kayaker recently appeared in the Fall 2017 Great
Lakes Cruising Club’s Lifeline magazine, edited by Philip May.
Here is her story:
Traci Lynn Martin, age 50, married with three children, is an RN from the Kansas City, Missouri area. As of this
writing, she is nearly 3,000 miles into a journey to become the first woman to ever circumnavigate the Great
Lakes by kayaking in a single year. This would also break the existing world record for the most miles traveled by
kayak in one year. She is already the first woman to circumnavigate Lake Michigan in a kayak. Traci has received
support from many boating organizations, including the Great Lakes Cruising Club, of which our own D7 member,
Rich Barzyk, SN, will become Commodore in October 2017.
Traci also suffers from Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA), an auto immune disease
that affects her joints, and is in almost constant pain. She has battled wind,
waves and awful weather conditions, yet remains undaunted as she makes
her way through the North Channel. Traci has received an amazing outpouring of support from the communities she has landed at, from a hot cup of
coffee to a hot meal and warm shower and bed. Throughout the voyage, she
has had more than her fair share of challenges, from a failed generator in
her support trailer which is needed to keep her RA medicine cold, to the
unrelenting cold of the waters of the Great Lakes. Not one to ever give up,
Traci has pushed through these many challenges and has gained a deep affection for the Great Lakes and the people who she has met and offered
her aid and comfort.
You can learn more about Traci’s journey on her website www.justaround the pointe.com and follow her progress
on the kayak racing website www.raceowl.com. You may also follow her on Facebook as Traci Lynn Martin. Traci
set off on this mission to inspire people with chronic diseases to go out and live their lives to the fullest. We
wish her fair seas and following winds as she continues on to become the first woman to circumnavigate the
Great Lakes in a single year.
Respectfully submitted, D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN

See you in Pittsburgh for the D7 Fall Conference 3-5 November 2017 C/C Rep Craig D Fraser, SN
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District 7 Bridge

District Commander
Jane S Brandenstein, SN

Commander
D/Lt/C Jane S. Brandenstein, SN
617 Madison Blvd
Freedom, PA 15042-2839
H: 724-728-2284
jane.brandenstein1@verizon.net

It is hard to imagine we are well into September, kids are back
to school, and the weather is turning cooler as we enter my
favorite season of the year. We are hoping to have a few
more sails on Lake Erie before we haul out. I hope you have
had a summer full of boating.
It has been a busy summer for D7 members. We were well
represented on Memorial Day at the ceremonies for the USS
Cod. The crowd was small, but the spirit of remembering our
lost members was huge. Many of you have been busy at local
boat shows and events. Thank you.

Executive Officer
D/Lt/C James R. Holcepl, SN
18979 Story Rd.
Rocky River, OH 44116
H: 440-281-4999
holcepl.jim@gmail.com

Throughout the boating season members have been doing
VSCs trying to meet X/O Jim Holcepl’s goal for the year. These
are wonderful ways to tour boats different from our own and
to encourage folks to learn the rules and be safer boaters.
Great job, but we can still do a few more.

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
C: 216-905-7234
jmason1626@cox.net

Weather seems to be the theme this fall. Many of our friends
and family have been impacted by the severe storms this year.
Our prayers go out to all who have suffered losses. Weather
certainly impacted those of us attending the D7 Cruise to Middle Bass Island. The cruise was great fun for those able to skirt
around the storm. It was not a cruise for the faint of heart and
also demanded a certain flexibility. Your D/C was pleased to
finally get the Green Flash to MBI. Thanks to all for your work
and flexibility to make it such a fun cruise. For the Green Flash
crew, it was quite the adventure. We visited ports we had not
been to before along the north shore of the lake and tested
our BoatUS towing package in Canada. That membership really paid off this trip. We also had the opportunity to utilize our
navigation skills following the navigational aids around Kelly’s
Island, as well as Cedar Point. Finding the buoys, using the
waypoints placed in the Garmin, sailing and motoring our way
from Ashtabula to Middle Bass Island and back was quite a joy
and frankly, this is why we joined USPS and remain members.
Fall Conference is rapidly approaching and Pittsburgh and Ten
Mile Squadrons are preparing a great weekend. Please don’t
wait until the last minute to sign up, you know how this drives
us crazy. Get your room and send your food registration in
today. Details are throughout the newsletter.

Administrative Officer
P/R/C Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
6195 Carlyle Dr.
Seven Hills, OH 44131-2919
H: 216-520-3599
barb6195@cox.net
Secretary
D/Lt/C Lynda C. Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St., NW
Massillon, OH 44646-1407
H: 330-832-9625
lyndaleque@sssnet.com
Treasurer
D/Lt/C S. Thomas Hancock, P
426 Emerson Ave., NW
North Canton, OH 44720-2308
H: 330-499-3660
lilboy@neo.rr.com

I am just back from the Fall Governing Board representing all
of District Seven. There was considerable concern about having a quorum at this meeting. There were 306 members
signed in, so we had a quorum. Two items of high importance
came before the group. First, has been called the “District 15
resolution” to allow squadrons experiencing difficulty a time
to reinvigorate. Though it sounded like a good process, we
were encouraged to vote it down to allow the rules committee
to retool it so it could be enacted in February with less baggage. The second item is the roll out of the new logo and marketing campaign. There is a lot of energy attached to this new

Newsletter Editor
D/Lt/C Lynda C. Leque, SN
8437 Acadia St., NW
Massillon, OH 44646-1407
H: 330-832-9625
lyndaleque@sssnet.com
www.usps.org

(Continued on page 3)
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logo and marketing campaign. It is designed to attract nonmembers by showing who we really are. We are non-boaters,
paddlers, power, and sail boaters. We are forward moving and
thinking. Along with this is a financial investment in marketing
America’s Boating Club to
the public. Come to the
seminar at Conference to
find out what is happening
with this new logo. How will
we phase it in?? When
should we use it??? How
will USPS use it??? Looking
forward to sharing this with
you at the Saturday morning Conference seminar.
Finally, I want to thank every D7 member for their efforts to
date and encourage you to continue your efforts and bring
someone else along. There is much to do for the safety and fun
of the boating public. We can do it. We ARE America’s Boating
Club!

Save-a-Date
Three Rivers Boat Show
26-28 January 2018

paddle craft on the Cuyahoga River in downtown Cleveland. The
video was released May 5, 2017. Kayakers, stand-up paddle
boarders, and operators of other human-powered craft are highly encouraged to heed the safety advice contained in this video
while operating on rivers and other crowded waterways. (Video
courtesy of Cuyahoga River Safety Task Force.) District 7’s own,
Sam Insalaco SN, was one of the contributing people to this video. Thank you, Sam! Based on unsafe boating practices I have
seen on the river from recreational boaters (paddle and power),
this video, along with our mission to encourage others to gain
boating knowledge, is essential. Please view and share this link
where ever possible.
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/522761/sharing-waterways
We need to continue to expand our brand in creative ways that
work within the budget constraints of our Squadrons and the
District. We should seek out new ideas to help families get into
boating in creative ways. If any of you have been to any recent
boat shows, I am sure the sticker shock was as apparent to you
as it was to me. The price of a new boat is out of reach for many
families. However, there are many excellent used boats within
the price range of families. As suggested by a fellow member,
we could offer a session, perhaps connected to a basic boating
class, on how to look for and buy a used boat. I think helping
people get into boating while trying to avoid many of the potential problems of a used boat (mechanical, structural, practical for
its intended use), would go a long way to showing potential
members the value of membership in “America’s Boating Club”!
Some squadrons teach courses at a boat dealer….perfect match!

David Lawrence Convention Center
Pittsburgh, PA

I am currently working with a radio station to promote our classes and VSEs on the air and direct them to our website. This
would be done as a public service announcement…no cost to us!
If you want to be a part of this, please report your classes on the
HQ800 form to national. That will make it onto our website and
other places. In the spring, we need to list the places, dates and
Executive Officer times where we will be doing safety checks. This station’s signal
James Holcepl, SN covers most of northern Ohio. In areas further south or to the
east, please see if you can contact your local stations to make
As we close out another boating season, I ask all of you to con- this work.
tinue to promote membership to students in your Fall boating What ideas do you have to be more creative in our quest to
classes and seminars.
reach out to the thousands of recreational boaters, who need to
be part of our organization, but do not know the value of it?
To those of you who participated in the Vessel Safety Check program please know that the time you spent doing them may have Recently, after the D7 Cruise to Middle Bass Island, I sent out an
saved a person’s life and certainly made boating a safer activity. email survey to everyone who attended and also a questionnaire
Based on the numbers I have seen posted on the national web- to Squadron bridge members who will be involved in their activisite, as I am writing these comments, we beat last year’s num- ties next year. I asked open ended questions to plan based on
bers. I encourage everyone to consider becoming a Vessel Ex- your comments, so that next year’s cruise will appeal to as many
aminer next year. The more people we have doing them, the members as possible, coming by sea and land. Of the 50 emails
better the results, both in number of boats inspected and in sent to people who attended the cruise, as of this writing, I have
safer boating.
received comments and feedback from SIX people.
This past year, as a professional mariner working on the Cuyahoga River, I was able to attend a meeting of the Cuyahoga River
Safety Task Force. I will participate for our District at future
task force meetings held at the USCG District 9 HQ in Cleveland.
This year members of the Cuyahoga River Safety Task Force
share important safety information via video about operating
www.usps.org
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From members of the various bridges….so far…very little. I have
heard from two squadrons. The lack of feedback is frustrating
for sure. It makes planning difficult when those who have
attended cannot take the time to let us know how we can plan
future cruises.
( Continued on page 4)
www.d7usps.org
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I know all of us are busy with whatever it is we do outside of
boating. However we all need to be engaged in our memberships to make this whole thing work. The squadrons and the
district cannot operate without your support for ideas, time, and
volunteering.
Do more than belong: participate
Do more than care: help
Do more than believe: practice
Do more than be fair: be kind
Do more than forgive: forget
Do more than dream: work
William Arthur Ward

Call to the Conference Meeting
Uniform: USPS polo shirt, blazer, or appropriate attire

Date: 4 November 2017
D7 Fall Conference Meeting 1400
District Commander, Jane Brandenstein, SN, encourages all
members of the Conference to be present at this meeting. In
accordance with the By-Laws of District 7, the members are the
D7 Council (D7 Bridge and General Committee Chairs), each
squadron Commander and educational officer, the past district
commanders of this district, and the delegates appointed by each
squadron.

We need ACTIVE and engaged members to be able to continue
our mission. We need YOU!

D7 Committee Reports are due 15 October to the District Secretary and appropriate Bridge Officer. Please discuss any new
business with the District Commander before the meeting in
order to expedite business. Any motion should be submitted in
writing. Motion forms will be available at the meeting or from
the Secretary.

Meet our National Representative at the D7 Conference — V/C Craig D. Fraser, SN
National Educational Officer, V/C Craig Fraser, SN has been a member
of Akron Sail & Power Squadron (ASPS) in District 7 since 2005.
Craig served on ASPS Bridge starting in 2007 as Administrative Officer, Executive Officer, and Squadron Commander. Beginning in 2011,
soon after his tour on Akron’s Bridge, he served on the District &
Bridge as Administrative Officer, Executive Officer, and District Commander in 2013. He is a Senior Member with 10 Merit Marks.
A few of the countless tasks he has done for USPS include: at the National level he has served on the Inland and Coastal Navigation Committee, Publishing Committee, and Rear Commander of Basic Public
Education, in addition to serving as an Aide to Chief Commanders Alter
and Baldridge.
Craig originally joined for the exceptional education which USPS offers. Starting with Seamanship in 2006, he completed all courses offered by USPS, earning his Senior Navigator full certificate in 2010. Of
course, Craig managed to cram in numerous USPS Seminars as well.
Amazingly enough, he managed to do all this while still being employed full time. When did he sleep?
While growing up, Craig spent his summers at his family home on Middle Bass Island in the western basin of Lake Erie. That childhood fun
evolved into a passion for boating. Today, he spends his summers primarily boating at the western end of Lake Erie on jet skis and on the
Sea Ray Sundancer, Antares, together with D/1/Lt Liana Mihalca, SN,
family, and friends. This picture from his Facebook page demonstrates
the enthusiasm and energy he invests in all of his USPS endeavors.
Respectfully submitted, D/1/Lt J Vitucci-Ehrman, P

www.usps.org
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VSC 2017 Fall Report:

because we have found a few jackets that won’t hold air. If one
of these are found I suggest that it be destroyed and disposed of
The District has 55 Examiners, down from 60 last year. Shortly because the total life expectancy is only 10 years.”
after the program began, the District had approximately 90 Examiners. District Examiners have performed 835 exams to date. The Decal Awareness Program and posters available for downLast year District Examiners performed 895 exams by the end of load are on the Safety Committees web site. Please visit the site
the year. There is still a chance to beat last year (see info be- and become familiar with it in order to help your squadron prolow). I am assuming there are still VSC’s that have not been re- mote the program.
corded.
I want to thank all squadrons for their participation in the proTo show the district members how the examiners have done gram. All squadrons have been submitting their exams to Headquarters in a timely manner. This process went very well this
over the past couple of year, I submit the following:
year. I have only heard of a couple incidents on decals and National is trying very hard to make decals available. In both situaYear
Examiners
Total VSCs
Decal Awarded
tions, the squadrons were not able to give headquarters enough
17
55
835 to date
742 to date
lead time to get the decals to them on time. Please give them at
16
60
894
797
least a week and even more so you can be sure the mail can get
15
64
1013
953
to you in time for your event.
14
76
1578
1429
As you can see, our program needs more examiners and more
VSCs to help promote vessel safety in District 7 and serve the
boating public. Previously, District 7 had two examiners who
conducted 368 exams between themselves in 2014. Kenneth
Campbell completed 167 and Mowry Miller completed 201 exams. Ken and Mowry still conducted 217 exams in the 2015
season prior to passing away that year. It is not only hard to
make up 368 VSCs but lose 5 examiners as well.

The new MARPOL Placard was announced September 20, 2014.
We can educate more boaters and have fun doing it as well. The
boats are back. Now let’s go get them.
Respectfully Submitted:
P/D/C Garry Schroeder
District 7, Safety/VSC Chairman

I know we can turn this situation around with the help of the
Squadron Commanders and present VSC examiners. Talk up the
program at your squadron functions. The exam can be taken
online or the exam can be received from headquarters and given
at the squadron level.
I want to thank D/Lt/C James R. Holcepl, SN for posting the
monthly totals of the squadrons.
The current VSC Manual is online and can be downloaded from
the National website at your convenience. The Coast Guard
Safety App is available online. Visit the Safety Committee website to read up on it.
The Sirius Signal Light is available and Vessel Examiners should
be aware of the capabilities and approvals of the SIRIUS SOS C1001 electronic distress light. This light is acceptable as a
nighttime visual distress signal. Visit the National Website, Safety Committee site for more information.
The following is an article from the Safety Committee’s website
on Life Jackets. “We are always told as a Vessel Examiner to
wear our life jackets to project the idea of safety to the boating
public. I am sure that most VEs have done so over the past 8
years that we have had them. Now as we head into the boating
season and all the associated activities, I would suggest that the
first thing a VE should do is examine and test his/her Mustang
inflatable life jacket. This operation is suggested to be performed every 2 to 3 months. I bet you have not even done it the
8 years you have had the jacket. I am suggesting this exercise
www.usps.org
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USPS Ship’s store has men and ladies shirts and hats with dual
branding.
Go to USPS Ship’s Store and under apparel, click What’s
New!!!
They are giving 10% discount through October. On checkout
page enter promo code 100OFF.
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Capturing the information off the ED26 Boating Course Registration Forms is the only way your squadron will get credit for
teaching the ABC Course.

Educational Officer
James E Mason, SN

Squadron SEOs should be reminded of the Nonmember Course
and Seminar Completion Fees. National will charge the squadron $10 seminar completion and $20 advanced/elective course
passed exam fees for non-members. These fees are to help offset the time it takes to evaluate exams and database the names
for future reference. These fees are on top of whatever the
squadron chooses to charge the student for books and classroom facilities.

As your new DEO, I hope to be able to maintain the excellent
tradition of all the previous DEOs including your most recent
DEO: D/Lt/C Barbara Spraggins, SN. Thank you, Barb, for
putting up with all the questions that this poor little lost sheep
has had over the past 6 months. I am sure there will be many
more to come.

When I joined many years ago to the back then Rocky River PS, Cannot wait to see everyone at the D7 Conference in Pittsburgh,
which Twila Hauck talked me into kicking and screaming, I volun- especially all my SEOs. Looking forward to working with every
teered that same year to be a teaching assistant in a Public
one of you over the next 3 years.
Boating Course being taught by the late great Jack Hauck. I have
enjoyed every day of my teaching experience ever since. Now I
specialize in “JN” and “N” classes and assisting when I can in the
ABC courses. As a side note: That Public Boating Course I took
over 25 years ago took 16 weeks to complete. Times have
changed.

Save-a-Date

Cleveland Boat Show

This little tale was told because I wanted to make sure everyone
understands how much I am dedicated to maximizing the teaching experience of all the students, in whatever course or seminar they take. You might say Jack Hauck just pounded that requirement into each one his new instructors.

18-21 January 2018
Cleveland IX Center

Some Updates:
Remember the old Educational Course Completion Stickers that
were placed on the Membership Certificates? That practice has
been discontinued. The New Certificates for class completion
can now be accessed online by the SEOs, Squadron Commander,
and the students. One good idea I heard was to: Print out these
certificates as members complete a course and hand them out
at events in front of the squadron membership showing recognition of accomplishments. Contact me and I can direct you to the
proper website location.
P/D/C Eileen Rickard, SN will be presenting an AIS (Automated
Identification Systems) Seminar. This new system gives detailed
information about the vessels in your area, including speed,
course, and closest point of approach with alarms.
Under the leadership of our NEO Craig Fraser, SN, our National
Education Department Website has been given a new face lift
since the last D7 Conference. It is a lot easier to find the information you are looking for. I invite everyone to take a moment
to explore the site.

Save-a-Date
United States Power Squadron’s

We do not want to forget about one of our greatest resources:
The USPS Digital Media Library (USPS DML), which made its debut last year on 1 October 2016. It has a wealth of information
and it is continually being updated.

Annual Meeting
18-25 February 2018

SEO's must make sure that your instructors and Local Board
Chairman enter in student's information into the HQ800 system.
www.usps.org

Rosen Center, Orlando FL
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Take Steps NOW for Higher Membership in 2018! months.
In addition, National will process credit cards for new members.
Contact Lena Padro, HQ Manager of Membership Services,
USPS, 888-367-8777 x212, padrol@hq.usps.org. She will send
you the “Anniversary Billing Credit Card Voucher”, and you can
write the member’s card information (just like in the ‘70’s) and
mail it in!

Your Educational Programs can be your best source of new
members.
This fall is the time to think about your 2018 schedule. First,
think about your ABC classes. Can you reach more students
than last year? Here’s how D7 squadrons have done this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•



AkronBerea -

5 classes / 43 students
4 classes / 47 students (3 more clas
ses scheduled)
Mansfield 1 class / 4 students (1 more class
scheduled)
N Coast 4 classes / 65 students (1 more class
scheduled)
Pittsburgh 4 classes / 18 students
Ten Mile 6 classes / 61 students
Vermilion 3 classes /7 students
Cleveland, Kanawha, Mid-Ohio, South Hills, and Stark reported no classes.

So – take advantage of your ABC classes. You know the students
are already interested in boating. Take advantage of that and
get some new members!
If you have questions about membership and the ABC classes,
give me a call or email me at bats_wings@sbcglobal.net.
Happy recruiting!
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN
D7 Membership Chair

D/7 Cruise 2017

After planning your 2018 schedule, here are some ideas that
might help RECRUIT the students:
 Select your best instructors for the class – and have some
proctors, as well, so students can meet more members.
 Prepare “Member Recruitment” presentations to give at
several classes (Akron gives three).
 Have members attend on “exam night” and assign members
to graduates to discuss/answer questions about the squadron (see photo).
 Keep your graduates informed of upcoming events – if they
come and have fun, they are more likely to join.

Happy Mardi Gras

What a Party!!!
Our D/7 Cruise flag, created by D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN, flew
proudly on all our boats. Thanks, Jane! They are a great souvenir of a fun weekend. From early morning on Friday until noon
on Sunday, one hundred D/7 members enjoyed Mardi Gras fun,
food provided by Chris and the JF Walleyes Team, games, and
parties created by the Cruise Team and much, much more.

What a Challenge!!!
Mother Nature provided her challenge throughout much of the
weekend with heavy rain, winds and rolling seas. But D/7 members were up to the challenge, in most cases still able to arrive
at Middle Bass. We missed those of you who were unable to
attend and hope to see you at our cruise next year.

Following ABC Exam, Squadron members mix with Students to answer
their questions about USPS. Try to have one member for each family,
so no one feels left out.

Thanks to an Awesome Committee!!!
Many thanks, to Committee Co-Chairs, P/Stf/C Ken, SN and D/
Remember, we’re “America’s Boating Club!” Give these stuLt/C Lynda Leque, SN, P/C Mary Glassco, JN, P/D/C Wayne Powdents a reason to join. Do you have other classes or seminars?
Do you have social activities and programs that interest boaters? ers, SN, and P/C Tom Glassell, AP. A big thanks to committee
Do you have boating events that they would want to attend? If members, Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP, P/C Susan Harris, S, Lt Joy
Rice, AP, P/D/C Robert Ball, SN, D/Lt/C Tom, P and D/Lt Joanne
not, why would someone want to join your squadron?
Hancock, SN, P/C Rich Kusnir, AP, P/R/C David Rickard, AP and
While National has eliminated the “6 month trial membership”, all others who assisted in any way.
you can still offer the student 18 months membership for the
Thanks for joining us to celebrate Mardi Gras!
cost of 12 months. In other words, they fill out the application,
Stf/C Liz Glassell, AP
give you the check, then they are not billed for renewal for 18
Cruise Committee Chair
www.usps.org
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Secretary
Lynda Leque, SN

Administrative Officer
Barbara A. Spraggins, SN
Welcome to the New USPS Logo
The D7 Cruise, chaired by Stf/C Liz Glassell, AP, was a huge success. Although the weather didn’t cooperate (rain, gale force
winds), we had a great time. Thank you, Liz.

The Board of Directors has approved an additional logo for use,
associated with America's Boating ClubTM. You may use the new
logo in your squadron and District marketing materials and
websites.
Simply
copy the image and
resize to your needs.
Please feel free to
share your ideas with
the Marketing Committee, which may be
incorporated as examples in an upcoming revised Brand Standards Manual. If you look carefully, you will see that this clever
logo includes a kayak or canoe, a power boat, & a sailboat.

Our National Administrative Officer V/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN
explained the function of our Administrative Department. We
focus on the internal, or in-house, aspects of the squadrons and
districts. We are comprised of two committees with distinct
focal points:
1. National Membership Committee (MEMCOM): Focus is on
the individual member; anything regarding recruiting or retaining a member; involving members through boating or civic or
social activities; and supporting a member through offering
unique member benefits and recognition, is found here. Membership retention is key.

According to V/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN, the market branding
and image update incorporating the use of America’s Boating
ClubTM will provide a new approach to marketing membership,
education, and services, to attract today’s boaters. She noted
that the intended audience is both members and nonmembers
and all types of boaters including sailors, large and small power
boaters, and paddlers. She discussed the images selected for the
logo and tagline, which show water and movement, as applicable to all boaters. She noted that America’s Boating ClubTM will
initially be used as a descriptor of United States Power Squadrons with both names in close proximity on materials and clothing items and then to later transition to using America’s Boating
Club as the primary marketing terminology. With USPS Board
endorsement, the marketing team will begin with the goal of
providing media kits to Districts after the Dallas Governing Board
Meeting for distribution to squadrons at the Fall Conferences.
There will be a Saturday morning session explaining the transition to the new logo.

2. National Squadron Development Committee: Focus is on the
squadron and district organizations, whether developing a brand
new squadron, offering leadership or operations training, assisting squadrons and districts recruit volunteers, as well as nurturing existing squadrons. Programs are developed, presented,
and revamped with squadron growth in mind.
Our Member Benefits Chairman P/C Larry Spraggins, AP, gives
the following report on Member Benefits: USPS is always trying
to provide added value to your membership in USPS. There are
many benefits available to you from various companies. For example, Office Max offers substantial discounts on copies and
other business services as well as computer equipment.
If you are planning to attend the USPS Annual Meeting in February, keep in mind the following benefits which can help you save
money.
 If you need to rent a car for your ground transportation,
Avis and Budget Rental Cars offer a 20% discount.
 Many hotel chains also offer our members a discount on
stays
 If you are traveling by camper, there are discounts on camp
sites. You can check them out by going to the Highway Mariner’s Website.

Remember, all squadron secretaries are encouraged to attend
the upcoming D7 Conference in Pittsburgh, PA. I look forward to
seeing each of you at 0800 Saturday of the Conference to share
information and ideas.

Treasurer
S. Thomas Hancock, P

USPS sponsors a Youth Poster Contest. If you have children or
grandchildren, encourage them to participate and make a poster. This year’s theme is “All Boaters are Welcome to the Neighborhood!”. The age groups are 6-8, 9-11, & 12-14. Bring your
posters to the Fall conference and we will judge the posters and
take the top one from each age group to the Annual Meeting in
February.
D/7 will again be having a photo contest. I know all of you have
been taking pictures of your summer activities. Pick out your
best pictures and submit them for our D/7 photo contest.
www.usps.org

The District 7 account balance as of August 31st was $26,452.01,
an increase of $3,466.10 since March 31st, the beginning of our
fiscal year. Membership dues receipts as of July 31st are down
$327.50 or 8.0% from the same period last year. We have received $112.78 from the State of Ohio, which represents the
purchase of 30 USPS plates. These funds will be distributed to
the Ohio squadrons after the first of the year. Since the program
started, 153 USPS plates have been purchased. The complete
mid-year financial report will appear in the 2017 Fall Conference
Seat Packet.
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Enjoy a final retrospective from the Rendezvous before we move on to Fall Conference

All District 7 Power Squadron Members
On behalf of Pittsburgh Power Squadron Commander, Carolyn K Figore, S, we welcome this
opportunity to personally invite you to attend the District 7 Fall Conference being held at the
Pittsburgh Airport Marriott Hotel, 77 Aten Road, Coraopolis, Pa. 15108, November 3, 4, & 5,
2017. We are pleased to have many helpers from the Ten Mile Power Squadron on board.
The registration form is attached and will be on the D7 website. The Conference theme is
Halloween, so put on your thinking caps for Hospitality Room décor. The room rate at the hotel is $89.00 plus tax per night. There is no charge for the hospitality rooms, as they will be
utilized for meetings on Saturday. The Commander’s Cocktail party on Friday is open to all
attendees and will include substantial food. The Ice Breaker will include the famous Banjo
Band trio, a sing along and perhaps a competition and light refreshments and cash bar. Hospitality rooms will be judged by ballot of those attending the conference. Lunch and dinner
menus are included on the registration form and look delicious. The popular D7 Raffle will be
available and we will accept contributions of baskets from all squadrons and members. There
will be no formal C/C’s Representative at Fall Conferences this year, but Louie will be sending
his message. We have provided both a package and single items for registration. Deadline for
regular price is Oct 25 so register early. Hotel registration can be done by calling the hotel
at (1.877.739.9461) and direct them to ask for the group rate for the United States Power
Squadrons. Hotel room reservation deadline is October 6, book early. To reserve a hospitality room email Brittany Trees at btrees@marriottpittsburghairport.com or call the hotel At
412-490-6656.
We are looking forward to having you be part of a successful conference.
D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN

America’s Boating Club™, trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
www.usps.org
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Agenda for Fall Conference
Friday 3 November –
1900 - 2400

Casual Attire/ Dress for Hospitality Suite
Icebreaker & Hospitality Rooms

Saturday 4 November – Day –Polo Shirt (Uniform F optional)
Evening – Uniform A with Bow Tie or Dressy Attire
0700 - 1000
Breakfast on your own in hotel restaurant
0800 - 1200

Registration - Lobby

0800 - 0855

Squadron Officers Meetings:
Squadron Commanders and Executive Officers
Administrative Officers
Squadron Educational Officers
Squadron Secretaries and Treasurers
P/D/C breakfast meeting-reserved section of hotel restaurant

0900 - 1020

Trip to Norway – D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN

0900 - 1050

How to Use AIS ~ Using the online AIS Seminar,
P/D/C H. Eileen Rickard, SN

10:30- 11:30

Marketing the new brand
P/D/C h. Eileen Rickard, SN,
D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN,
and D/Lt/C Barb Spraggins, SN

1200 - 1345

Lunch and Awards
Guest Speaker-Kathy Griffin—U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
and view The Drowning Machine video

1400 - 1600

District 7 Business meeting including message from
C/C Rep V/C Craig D. Fraser, SN

1600 - 1800

Free time

1800 - 1845

Cocktail Reception – Cash Bar

1900 - 2100
2100 - ????

Dinner and Awards
Hospitality Rooms

Sunday 6 November – Casual Attire
0900 - 1000
District 7 Bridge & Squadron Commanders’ Meeting
www.usps.org
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Registration for D7 Fall Conference - 3,4,5 November, 2017 - Pittsburgh Airport Marriott Hotel

Rank/Name:_______________________Grade___ Guest________________________Grade ___
Address/Street _________________________ City__________________ State______ Zip______
Squadron:_______________________ Phone _____________ email _______________________
Is this your first conference? Yes

No

Friday Evening Reception
1800 Hours, November 3, 2017
The reception is open to all conference attendees at no
charge and will be held prior to the musical entertainment
provided at the ice breaker. Appetizers and D7 beverages
will be available at the reception.
Friday Evening Ice Breaker
1900 Hours, November 3, 2017
The ice breaker will feature lively banjo entertainment and
exciting “sing-along” challenges so get those vocal chords
tuned up. A cash bar and snacks of pretzels and chips will
provide light refreshments after the reception.
Events
Total
Reception
No Charge
Ice Breaker
$15
Lunch
$25
Dinner
$45

Number
______
______
______
______
Total

$_________

$_________
$_________
$_________

Saturday Luncheon Buffet
Wedding Soup
Italian Hoagie with Provolone/Hoagie Roll
Turkey and Swiss on a Croissant
Buffalo Chicken Wrap
House-made Chips/Dill Pickle Spears
Selection of Desserts
Coffee, Decaf, Hot and Iced Tea
(please advise of special dietary needs for
luncheon and dinner)

Saturday Dinner Menu Selections
Chicken Toscano (pan seared with lemon, white wine

and fontina cheese, topped with spinach and diced tomato)
Number ____________

Pan Seared Salmon with Honey Glaze
Number ____________
Vegetable Napoleon on a Bed of Wild Rice
Number ____________
(Includes: Field Green Salad with Mandarin Oranges,
Dried Cranberries and Candied Nuts, Boursin Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans and Carrots with Olive Oil and
Garlic, Chocolate Cake or Cheesecake, and Beverages)

(Lunch and Dinner are $28 and $48 respectively for Conference
reservations made after Wednesday, October 25, 2017)

Make checks payable to Pittsburgh Power Squadron and mail with this form by October 25 to:
D/Lt/C Tom Hancock 426 Emerson Ave NW North Canton, Oh 44720-2308
Questions to Tom Hancock at 1-330-499-3660 or lilboy@neo.rr.com
Hotel Reservations are Due by October 6 to get the Conference room rate
Call 1.877.739.9461 and ask for the group rate for the United States Power Squadron (don’t delay)
Rates: Room $89 (plus taxes)
Pittsburgh Airport Marriott Hotel, 77 Aten Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108
Hospitality Rooms will be used as Conference meeting rooms and are available at no
extra charge. To reserve a hospitality room please email Brittany Trees at
btrees@marriottpittsburghairport.com or call the hotel 412-490-6656.

www.usps.org

www.d7usps.org

PLEASE RETURN TO:
United States Power Squadron
8437 Acadia Street, NW
Massillon, Ohio 44646-1407
Dated Material

D7 SPRING CONFERENCE
6-8 APRIL 2018
Hosted by Berea Power Squadron
Crowne Plaza Cleveland South, Independence Ohio
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